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Mudslinging  Campaign 


Houston  Gay  Rights  Squashed  in  Referendum 


By  Sue  Hyde 

HOUSTON  —  Voters  in  a 
January  19  referendum  squashed 
two  six-month-old  measures  which 
would  have  protected  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  city  workers  from  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination.  The  non¬ 
discrimination  measures  bombed 
at  the  polls,  losing  18  percent  to  82 
percent.  One  gay  activist  in  the  city 
told  GCN,  “We  got  whupped.” 

But  despite  this  setback,  gay  and 
lesbian  organizers  in  the  city 
reported  their  community  was 
“more  unified”  than  ever  before, 
with  community  infighting  and 
factionalism  quelled  for  the  time 
being.  One  man  said,  “We’ve 
never  had  a  more  politicized  com¬ 
munity.” 

The  losers  in  the  Houston 
referendum  fight  join  activists  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  Duluth,  Minn., 
Wichita,  Kan.,  Eugene,  Ore.,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  Dade  County, 
Fla.,  all  of  whom  have  suffered 


similar  defeats.  About  50  cities 
and  12  counties  retain  gay  rights 
ordinances. 

The  two  Houston  ballot  pro¬ 
positions  did  not  mention 
homosexuality,  but  rather  asked 
voters  to  approve  or  reject 
measures  “relating  to”  non¬ 
discrimination  hiring  and  affir¬ 
mative  action  programs. 

The  first  ballot  question, 
defeated  198,563  to  44,706,  would 
have  amended  a  city  ordinance 
guaranteeing  “equal  employment 
and  income  opportunity  at  every 
level  of  municipal  government,  as 
well  as  in  all  city  programs  and 
related  activities,  without  regard 
to  race,  color,  religion,  age, 
disability,  sex,  national  origin,  or 
sexual  orientation.” 

The  second  ballot  question, 
defeated  198,563  to  43,303,  asked 
voters  to  approve  a  resolution 
reading:  “Nothing  in  the  affir¬ 


mative  action  program  is  intended 
to  require  a  city  department  to  hire 
or  promote  any  person  because  of 
a  person’s  sexual  orientation. 
However,  city  departments  are 
directed  to  not  discriminate  in  the 
hiring,  discipline,  or  promotion  of 
any  person  based  upon  a  person’s 
sexual  orientation.” 

The  limited  and  mildly  worded 
resolution  and  ordinance,  approv¬ 
ed  by  the  council  on  June  19,  1984,. 
were  sponsored  by  Anthony  Hall, 
a  Black  councilmember.  The  nar¬ 
rowly  adopted  measures  set  off  a 
great  outcry  from  conservatives  in 
the  city,  who,  led  by  Councilman 
John  Goodner,  collected  61,400 
signatures  on  a  petition  requesting 
that  the  council  either  rescind  its 
vote  or  put  the  questions  to  public 
vote.  The  council  opted  for  the 
referendum,  at  an  estimated  cost 
to  the  city  of  $300,000. 

In  what  one  local  paper  called  a 


On  the  12th  Anniversary 

Fight  for  Abortion  Rights 


By  Susan  Arnott 

BOSTON  —  Against  a 
backdrop  of  increasingly  ag¬ 
gressive  attacks  against  abortion 
clinics  throughout  the  U.S., 
demonstrations  and  rallies  by 
both  supporters  and  opponents  of 
reproductive  rights  marked  the 
12th  anniversary  on  January  22  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
legalizing  abortion.  Although  the 
largest  demonstration  took  place 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  where 
70,000  abortion  foes  reportedly 
rallied  to  oppose  what  one  “pro¬ 
lifer”  termed  “one  of  the  greatest 
crimes  in  history  —  the 
abortion.”  Numerous  smaller 
events  took  place  in  several  cities 
by  proponents  of  abortion  rights 
and  women’s  reproductive 
freedom. 

A  primary  issue  for  abortion 
rights  demonstrators  across  the 
country  was  the  growing  use  of 
violent  tactics  by  the  “pro-life” 
movement  to  prevent  women 
from  having  abortions.  Anxiety  at 
abortion  clinics  continues  to  rise, 
especially  in  recent  weeks,  as  the 
possibility  of  arson  or  bomb  at¬ 
tacks  has  dramatically  increased. 
Other  anti-abortion  tactics  now 
include  photographing  or 
videotaping  of  women  entering 
clinics,  copying  license  plate 
numbers  of  patients  who  are  later 
traced  and  harassed,  posing  as  pa¬ 
tients  in  order  to  disrupt  the  pro¬ 
cedures  inside  the  clinic,  jamming 
phone  lines  for  days  at  a  time,  and 
death  threats  against  doctors  who 
perform  abortions. 

Although  most  clinics  remain 
open,  all  have  had  to  step  up 
security  measures  against  possible 
attacks.  Some,  like  the  Goddard 
Medical  Associates  in  Brockton, 
Mass.,  have  succumbed  to  the 
harassment  and  have  discontinued 
abortion  services. 

On  Sunday,'  January  20,  about 
forty  reproductive  rights  activists 
marched  outside  the  home  of 
Archbishop  Bernard  F.  Law  in 
Brighton,  Mass.,  carrying  signs 
saying  “Motherhood  by  choice, 
not  chance”  and  “Keep  your 
‘Law’  off  my  body.”  The  pickets 
protested  the  Archbishop’s  stand 
against  abortion,  and  criticized  his 
recent  offer  of  financial  and 


medical  aid  to  any  woman  who 
chooses  to  keep  her  child  rather 
than  have  an  abortion. 

On  January  22,  a  rally  in 
Boston  sponsored  by  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Choice,  which  represents 
33  Massachusetts  organizations, 
drew  close  to  300  abortion  rights 
supporters.  Speakers  at  the  event 
decried  the  clinic  attacks,  and 
criticized  restrictive  legislation  and 
cuts  in  abortion  funding  which 
have  made  abortions  more  dif¬ 
ficult  and  dangerous  to  obtain 
since  legalization. 

Among  the  speakers  was  Nancy 
Gertner,  who  condemned  the  anti¬ 


the  grounds  that  it  might  invite  an 
unwelcome  investigation  into  their 
activities. 

Gertner  claimed  the  Roe  v. 
Wade  decision  in  1973  as  a  partial 
victory  which  guaranteed  the  right 
to  abortion  within  certain  well- 
defined  limits.  Nevertheless,  she 
said,  that  right  “has  been  chipped 
away  over  the  years”  by  such 
measures  as  the  Hyde  Amendment 
which  ended  federal  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortions,  and  by  the 
parental  consent  law  which  re¬ 
quires  a  teenager  to  obtain  the 
permission  of  both  parents  or  of  a 
judge  before  she  can  get  an  abor¬ 


“needless  and  nasty”  election,  the 
pro-gay  forces  working  together  as 
Citizens  for  a  United  Houston 
(CUH)  faced  a  coalition  of 
Republicans,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  conservative  white 
and  Black  religious  people,  and 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  their  uphill 
battle  to  save  the  measures.  (See 
GCN  Vol.  12,  No.  19) 

Gay  opponents  studiously 
avoided  discussing  the  actual 
measures  enacted  by  the  council. 
Rev.  William  Oliver,  a  straight 
man  hired  by  CUH  to  direct  the 
campaign,  told  GCN  the  opposing 
campaign  “was  based  on 
misrepresentation  and  qn  attempt 
to  play  upon  the  fears  of  people 
homophobic  about  gay  lifestyles 
...  At  no  point  were  any  groups 
against  us  willing  to  talk  about 
what  the  council  did.  They  only 
talked  fear.” 

The  Committee  for  Public 
Awareness,  headed  by  Goodner, 
and  the  Campaign  for  Houston, 
two  of  the  anti-gay  groups,  pulled 
out  all  stops  in  their  efforts  to 
defeat  the  measures.  They 
characterized  the  vote  as  deciding 
whether  Houston  would  become  a 
kind  of  paradise  for  gay  people 
and  whether  the  city  would  be 
vulnerable  to  outbreaks  of  AIDS  if 
the  measures  were  approved. 
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Nancy  Gertner 

abortionist  assaults  on  clinics  and 
assailed  the  federal  government 
for  its  lack  of  initiative  in  in¬ 
vestigating  the  attacks.  Thus  far, 
the  investigation  has  been  on  a 
case  by  case  basis  by  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  and 
Firearms.  Gertner  cited  the  relega¬ 
tion  of  the  investigations  to  this 
agency,  rather  than  to  the  F.B.I., 
as  an  indication  of  the  lack  of 
seriousness  with  which  the  federal 
government  regards  the  attacks. 
The  F.B.l.  has  been  called  in  by 
the  leadership  of  most  pro-choice 
organizations.  Some  reproductive 
rights  activists,  however,  oppose 
increased  F.B.L  involvement  on 


fht  choice  must  he  sours. 


tion. 

Abortion  in  this  state  is  further 
threatened  by  a  proposed  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  which 
would  give  the  State  Legislature 
broad  power  to  limit,  regulate  and 
prohibit  the  funding  and 
availability  of  abortion  in 
Massachusetts,  including  the  end¬ 
ing  of  Medicaid  benefits  to  poor 
women  seeking  abortions. 

The  amendment  would  affect 
nearly  7,000  women,  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  number  of  whom  are 
women  of  color.  It  has  already 
received  initial  approval  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  Legislature  and,  if 
Continued  on  page  2 


Goodner  was  quoted  early  on  as 
saying,  “The  approval  of  any  or¬ 
dinance  granting  rights  to 
homosexuals  sends  a  message  to 
the  rest  of  the  nation  that  Houston 
is  a  haven  for  gays.” 

And  an  attorney  who  campaign¬ 
ed  against  the  measures  said,  “I 
hope  [this  victory]  encourages 
them  to  get  back  into  the  closet 
where  they  belong.  Maybe  it  will 
encourage  them  to  change  their 
lifestyle.  Maybe  it  will  halt  the 
spread  of  AIDS.” 

Sue  Lovell,  the  president  of  the 
city’s  Gay  Political  Caucus  (GPC), 
said,  “1  thought  it  was  one  of  the 
meanest,  nastiest,  mud-slinging 
campaigns  ever.  It  was  one  of  the 
crudest  attacks  any  gay  communi¬ 
ty  has  ever  had  launched  on  it.” 

And  Ray  Hill,  former  president 
of  GPC  and  now  its  political  ac¬ 
tion  coordinator,  said,  “[Our  op¬ 
ponents]  had  their  money  upfront 
and  they  painted  the  canvas.  We 
daubed  paint  on  the  canvas,  but 
we  never  turned  it  around  from  a 
popularity  contest  on  whether 
Houstonians  liked  and  trusted  gay 
people.” 

Hill’s  observation  about  fund¬ 
ing  of  the  anti-gay  groups  was 
echoed  by  several  people  GCN 
contacted.  Citizens  for  a  United 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Fagots”  Stay 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

west  Hollywood’  ca  — 

In  the  first  test  of  this  newly  incor¬ 
porated  city’s  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance,  the  West  Hollywood  City 
Council  has  forced  a  restaurant  to 
remove  an  anti-gay  sign  which  had 
hung  in  the  establishment  since 
1933. 

The  sign,  which  said  “Fagots 
Stay  Out,”  hung  behind  the  bar  at 
Barney’s  Beanery,  a  restaurant 
specializing  in  hamburgers  and 
chili.  The  slogan  was  also  printed 
on  matchbook  covers  distributed 
by  the  restaurant.  The  sign  was 
removed  on  January  15  by  lesbian 
mayor  Valerie  Terrigno  following 
an  agreement  between  the  city  at¬ 
torney  and  the  restaurant’s  owner, 
Irwin  Held.  In  addition,  the  res¬ 
taurant  agreed  to  remove  the 
slogan  from  its  matchbooks.  How¬ 
ever,  Held  did  not  acknowledge 
the  slogan  as  discriminatory  but 
said  he  was  capitulating  as  an  act 
of  good  will. 

It  is  estimated  that  30  percent  of 
West  Hollywood’s  population  is 
gay.  Recent  elections  produced  a 
three-member  gay  majority  on  the 
five-member  city  council.  One  of 
the  councillors,  a  lesbian,  also  acts 
as  the  mayor. 

The  formal  complaint  regarding 
the  sign  and  matchbooks  was  in¬ 
itiated  by  councillors  Steve 
Schulte,  a  gay  activist,  and  Alan 
Viterbi.  Schulte  told  GCN 
“[Barney’s  Beanery]  had  the  sign 
up  and  distributed  the  match¬ 
books  for  years.  [When  we  passed] 
the  ordinance  we  knew  this  was  the 
kind  of  thing  we  were  trying  to 
ban.” 

However,  Held  maintained 
the  slogan  was  historical  and  part 
of  the  “lore”  of  the  restaurant. 
The  sign  appeared  in  Life 
magazine  and  was  also  part  of  a 
sculpture  done  by  Ed  Kienholz, 
which,  according  to  the  Los 


Angeles  Times,  now  hangs  in  the 
Royal  Dutch  Museum. 

Norman  Levine,  Held’s  at¬ 
torney,  told  GCN,  “There  have 
been  no  claims  of  discrimination.” 
Gaylee  Weinberg,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  city,  acknowledged  this  to 
be  the  case  when  she  said,  “There 
have  been  no  registered  complaints 
[about  Barney’s]  besides  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  sign  and  match¬ 
books.” 

In  a  statement  issued  to  the 
press,  Held  said  in  part,  “The 
slogan  has  been  used  at  Barney’s 
for  more  than  half  a  century. 
While  the  motive  of  the  Beanery’s 
original  owner,  Barney  Anthony, 
in  placing  the  sign  behind  the  bar 
in  1933  can  be  debated,  any  policy 
of  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference,  or  any  other 
bjasis  that  ever  existed  here,  long 
ago  passed  into  history.” 

According  to  Jim  Kepner  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ar¬ 
chives,  the  restaurant  became  a 
meeting  place  for  gay  people  in  the 
1930s,  prompting  the  sheriff’s 
department  to  warn  the  original 
owner,  Barney  Anthony,  about 
running  a  gay  bar.  Kepner  said 
Anthony  placed  the  sign  behind 
the  bar  to  placate  the  sheriff. 
Kepner  believes  the  sign  originally 
was  regarded  as  a  sham  by  the 
clients.  However,  over  the  years,  it 
became  clear  gay  people  were  not 
welcome  and  gay  activists  attemp¬ 
ted  to  have  the  sign  removed. 

In  a  statement  issued  by  Mayor 
Terrigno,  she  said,  “For  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  West  Hollywood,  there  has 
been  nothing  nostalgic  about  it. 
The  words  have  been  dis¬ 
criminatory  and  have  reduced  a 
large  part  of  our  population  to  the 
status  of  second-class  citizens.” 

Although  Held  removed  the 
slogan,  he  has  maintained  his  right 
Continued  on  page  6 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Almost  all  abortion  doctors  are  Jews,  almost  all 
abortion  nurses  are  lesbians,  and  abortion  in  Orange 
County  [Calif.]  is  being  promoted  by  the  corrupt 
Jewish  organization  called  Planned  Parenthood.  At 
the  end  of  the  day  [the  clinics]  take  the  fetuses,  some 
of  whom  are  still  clinging  to  life,  and  throw  them  in  the 
garbage  for  cats  to  eat.” 

—  from  a  telephone  tape  being  played  by  the 
White  American  Resistance,  identified  as  an  affiliate 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 


organizing  down  under 

MELBOURNE  —  Lesbian  teacher  Alison  Thorne 
has  had  her  hopes  dashed  of  being  allowed  to  return 
to  the  classroom  here.  Throne  was  transferred  from 
her  teaching  post  over  a  year  ago  when  she  spoke  out 
against  the  arrests  of  nine  gay  men  of  the  Pedophile 
Support  Group  who  faced  a  charge  of  conspiring  to 
corrupt  public  morals. 

Despite  the  dismissal  in  May  1984  of  the  charges 
against  the  gay  men  and  Thorne’s  1985  appointment 
to  teach  at  Tottenham  Technical  School,  a  letter  from 
the  Director  General  of  Education  in  Victoria  states 
that  it  is  in  the  public  interest  that  she  remain  at  the 
regional  office  on  administrative  duties.  Letters  of 
support  for  Alison  Thorne’s  reinstatement  to  her 
teaching  position  may  be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  334,  Fit- 

zroy,  Victoria  3065,  Australia. 

*  *  * 

MELBOURNE  —  Following  a  600-strong  public 
meeting  organized  here  in  response  to  media  scare 
tactics  and  gay  witchhunting,  the  local  AIDS  action 
group  has  reaffirmed  its  willingness  to  cooperate  ful¬ 
ly  with  official  measures  to  eradicate  AIDS,  provided 
the  current  emergency  is  not  used  to  infringe  upon  the 
legal,  industrial  and  employment  rights,  civil  liberties, 
privacy  and  personal  freedom  of  gay  people.  The 
group  also  reaffirmed  its  longstanding  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  gay  men,  as  well  as  members  of  all  high-risk 
groups,  refrain  from  donating  blood,  and  challenged 
the  government  to  provide  adequate  funding  for  the 
work  gay  organizations  are  doing  to  help  fight  AIDS. 

Official  measures  that  gay  activists  here  are 
alarmed  about  include  legislation  rushed  through  the 
Queensland  State  government  in  November,  carrying 
a  penalty  of  two  years’  jail  and/or  $10,000  fine  for  any 
blood  donor  giving  false  information  about  eligibility 
to  donate  blood.  In  addition,  the  health  ministers  of 
all  Australian  states  set  up  a  National  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  AIDS,  allowing  only  two  gay  men  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  On  December  19  the  health  ministers  met 
again  unexpectedly  and  issued  a  statement  that 
blood  donations  from  male  homosexuals  would  no 
longer  be  acceptable.  The  ministers  agreed  to  allow 
each  state  government  to  draw  up  its  own  regulations 
using  the  Queensland  government’s  legislative 
measures  and  penalties  as  a  benchmark. 

—  filed  from  Sydney  by  Kendall  Lovett 


aids  insurance 

SANTA  MONICA,  CA  —  Coastal  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  has  decided  to  offer  policies  for  people  who 
believe  they  are  in  high-risk  categories  for  AIDS,  but 
not  for  people  already  diagnosed,  according  to  the 
Boston  Herald.  Fifty  policies  at  a  cost  of  $194  a  year 
were  sold  within  days  of  Coastal  Insurance’s  an¬ 
nouncement.  The  plan  provides  medical  benefits  up 
to  $73,000  a  year.  Only  Provident  American  Insurance 
in  Dallas  is  known  to  have  set  up  a  similar  supple¬ 
mental  health  plan. 


more  on  the  fire 

BOSTON  —  A  ten-year  veteran  firefighter  has 
been  charged  with  conspiracy,  perjury,  and  aiding 
and  abetting  in  the  last  trial  in  connection  with  the 
200  fires  set  in  Boston  between  1981  and  1983,  in¬ 
cluding  that  which  destroyed  the  offices  of  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  Fag  Rag,  and  Glad  Day  Bookshop  on 
July  7,  1982.  According  to  the  Boston  Herald,  Assis¬ 
tant  U.S.  Attorney  Mark  Robinson  said  Ray  Norton’s 
“uncommon  fascination  with  fire”  prompted  him  to 
join  the  seven-man  arson  team,  and  to  often  suggest 
which  buildings  to  burn. 

Abortion 
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passed  again  during  the  1985-86 
term,  would  be  presented  to  voters 
on  the  ballot  in  1986. 

Gertner  went  on  to  add  that 
“abortion  is  part  and  parcel  the 
same  as  the  rights  to  equal  pay, 
equal  opportunity,  and  equal  jobs 
for  women.” 

Rabbi  Michael  Mayersohn, 
speaking  on  behalf  of  fourteen 
member  organizations  of  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  (RCAR)  in  Massachusetts, 
claimed  that  anti-abortion  leaders 
are  seeking  to  destroy  religious 


warrant  a  warrant 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Supreme  Court  has 
agreed  to  rule  in  the  case  Maryland  v.  Macon,  after  an 
appeal  by  Maryland  Attorney  General  Stephen  H. 
Sachs.  At  issue  are  the  rights  police  have  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  is  obscene  and,  relatedly,  to  arrest 
cashiers  or  store  owners  without  a  court-approved  ar¬ 
rest  warrant  for  misdemeanors. 

According  to  the  Washington  Post,  the  state  of 
Maryland  is  asking  the  Supreme  Court  to  overturn 
Maryland’s  Court  of  Special  Appeals’  decision  that 
the  1981  conviction  and  $500  fine  of  Baxter  Macon  of 
Hyattsville,  Md.  was  unconstitutional  without  a  war¬ 
rant  and  violated  his  First  Amendment  right  to  free 
speech.  Macon  was  arrested  after  selling  a  publica¬ 
tion  to  a  plain-clothes  officer  who  then  determined 
that  it  contained  obscenity.  The  court  ruled  that  the 
officer’s  judgment  was  not  enough  to  base  arrest  on, 
and  according  to  the  Baltimore  Sun,  stated  “a  war¬ 
rant  is  needed  to  provide  a  procedural  safeguard  for 
freedom  of  expression”  and  that  a  warrant  is  “a 
precondition  to  seizure  of  persons  allegedly 
distributing  such  materials.” 

The  state  of  Maryland  is  arguing  that  the  appeals 
court  ruling  creates  an  exception  to  a  Maryland  law 
which  allows  police  to  arrest  people  for  mis¬ 
demeanors  if  one  has  been  committed  in  their 
presence  or  if  they  have  reasonable  cause  to  believe 
one  has  been  committed  in  their  presence.  The  state 
does  not  believe  a  warrant  should  be  necessary  in 
such  cases.  A  ruling  is  expected  by  next  summer. 


office  workers  win 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  Setting  an  important  prece¬ 
dent  for  other  university  workers,  especially  women 
seeking  improved  working  conditions,  striking  Local 
34  office  workers  at  Yale  University  are  expected  to 
sign  a  new  contract,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times.  Yale  must  still  reach  agreement  with  one  thou¬ 
sand  dining  hall  and  maintenance  workers  from  Local 
35,  however,  or  Local  34  is  expected  to  walk  again. 

Local  34  had  been  on  strike  from  September  26  to 
December  4  with  the  support  of  Local  35  over  issues 
of  pay  equity,  job  security,  and  benefits.  Terms  of  the 
new  contract  include  wage  increases  of  20.25 
percent  over  the  three  and  one-half  year  contract,  a 
partial  cost  of  living  plan,  increased  pension  benefits, 
a  dental  plan  and  job  security  protections.  Local  35 
seeks  increased  salary  levels  and  full-time  employ¬ 
ment  for  all  its  members. 


women  in  print 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Is  feminist  journalism  in 
crisis?  The  Third  National  Women  In  Print  Con¬ 
ference,  May  29-June  1, 1985  in  Berkeley  will  discuss, 
among  other  things,  the  recent  folding  of  three 
feminist  newspapers:  Big  Mama  Rag  in  Colorado, 
Matrix  in  Washington  State  and  Equal  Times  in 
Boston. 

The  conference  is  open  to  all  feminist  women 
working  in  women-owned,  or  co-owned,  alternative  or 
mainstream  print  and  publishing  trades,  including 
editors,  publishers,  self-publishers,  reviewers,  book¬ 
sellers,  librarians,  archivists,  agents  and  graphic  de¬ 
signers. 

As  the  conference  is  in  the  planning  stages, 
ideas  for  possible  workshops  are  welcome.  To  attend, 
comment,  suggest  topics  for  discussion,  write  to 
Karen  Schiller,  1042  Noe,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


rugby  rallies 

RUGBY,  ENGLAND  —  In  an  unusual  show  of 
strength,  more  than  a  thousand  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  all  over  Britain  gathered  on  November  10  to  pro¬ 
test  a  Rugby  council  decision  not  to  include  sexual 
orientation  in  an  equal  rights  motion,  according  to 
Gay  News.  After  a  rally  in  the  town’s  Ben  Hall  during 
which  Chris  Smith,  a  Labour  Party  representative  and 
member  of  Parliament,  came  out  to  the  crowd, 
demonstrators  marched  through  the  town  center  car¬ 
rying  banners. 

When  police  attempted  to  confiscate  the  banner 
of  the  Gay  Youth  Movement,  demonstrators  sat  down 
on  the  road  and  refused  to  move.  Police  arrested  17 
people  for  obstruction  and  one  for  disturbing  the 
peace. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  here  say  the  campaign  to 
include  sexual  preference  in  equal  opportunity  pro¬ 
grams  will  continue  “up  and  down  the  country.” 


cops  with  aids  not  out 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Civil  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  and  Police  Department  here  recently  concurred 
that  city  employees,  including  police  officers,  who 
refuse  to  work  with  other  employees  who  have  AIDS 
may  be  guilty  of  “insubordination”  and  subjected  to 
disciplinary  action,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  The  Police  Department  was  responding  to 
petitions  circulating  among  city  sheriff’s  deputies, 
one  of  which  reportedly  asked  that  a  deputy  with 
AIDS  be  prevented  from  working  with  other  deputies 
and  police  officers. 

On  January  3,  John  J.  Walsh,  personnel  manager 
for  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  advised  John  L. 
Taylor,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  that,  “The 
preponderance  of  current  medical  opinion  indicates 
that  persons  with  AIDS  do  not  present  risk  factors  in 
the  normal  course  of  their  employment  environment 
or  work  activities....  If  other  co-workers  refuse  to  work 
as  a  result  simply  because  of  the  presence  of  an  AIDS 
victim,  they  are  subject  to  due-process  disciplinary 
procedures.” 

Noting  that  many  city  workers  need  more  ac¬ 
curate  information  about  AIDS,  City  Supervisor  John 
Molinari  has  requested  an  educational  program  on 
the  disease  for  all  city  department  heads  and  middle 
managers. 


hardy  folks 

LOWELL,  MA  —  After  three  hours  of  testimony 
on  January  22  from  religious  leaders,  business  ex¬ 
ecutives,  and  other  residents,  the  Lowell  City  Council 
rejected  a  proposal  to  set  up  a  special  zone  for  all  new 
adult  bookstores,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe.  Op¬ 
ponents  of  the  zoning  strategy,  most  of  whom  agree 
with  the  goals  of  the  proposal,  argued  that  pornog¬ 
raphy  should  be  eliminated  entirely  from  Lowell,  not 
just  isolated  in  specific  areas  of  the  city. 

Rev.  Jon  K.  Gray,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  anti¬ 
porn  drive  which  to  date  has  collected  30,000  signa¬ 
tures  on  petitions  and  which  organizes  daily  pickets 
at  a  local  adult  bookstore,  says,  “This  is  going  to  be  a 
tough  fight.  These  [Lowell  residents]  are  hardy  peo¬ 
ple.” 


tradition  takes  it 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  An  Innuit  man  was  found 
not  guilty  on  two  counts  of  child  sexual  abuse  and 
one  count  of  attempted  sexual  abuse  after  a  Fair¬ 
banks  trial,  according  to  the  Anchorage  Daily  News. 

Anthropolgists’  testimony  convinced  the  court 
that  57-year-old  Jack  Jones’  behavior  was  within  the 
bounds  of  traditional  Innuit  culture  and  had  no  erotic 
intent.  Jones  was  in  the  habit  of  trying  to  pull  the 
pants  off  his  son  and  grandson.  The  children  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  resist  and  fight  back.  Anthropologists 
testified  that  Jones  “was  well  within  a  cultural  tradi¬ 
tion  of  teasing  behavior  that  has  as  its  root  teaching 
young  boys  to  laugh  off  adversity,  to  protect 
themselves  when  other  people  come  after  them,  and 
to  be  quick  in  response,”  according  to  Judge  Tom 
Stewart. 

The  accusation  and  charges  arose  when  Jones 
attempted  the  same  thing  with  a  child  not  familiar 
with  the  custom.  The  child  told  his  parents  who  later 
informed  the  Alaska  State  Troopers. 
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freedom,  and  asserted  that  a 
woman’s  decision  of  whether  or 
not  to  have  an  abortion  should  be 
based  on  her  own  religious  views. 
“The  issue  of  when  life  begins,” 
Mayersohn  said,  “is  a  fundamen¬ 
tally  theological  issue  which  can¬ 
not  be  legislated  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.” 

Carol  Knox  of  Local  65  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  discussed 
the  impact  on  workers  of  legal 
restrictions  on  abortion,  and  the 
role  of  unions  in  fighting  for 
women’s  control  over  reproduc¬ 


tion.  The  issue  comes  down  to 
“simple  economics,”  she  argued. 
Most  women  simply  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  stay  home  and  reproduce. 
Knox  added  that  the  desire  for 
reproductive  freedom  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  fight  for  control  over 
their  work  lives.  A  pro-choice  stand 
is  fitting  in  the  context  of  union 
struggles,  which  have  always 
stood  for  improving  the  lives  of 
workers. 

Susan  Yanow  of  the  Boston 
Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2)  announced  the 


launching  of  a  pro-choice  media 
campaign  through  posters  on  sub¬ 
ways  and  buses  across  the  state. 
The  campaign  seeks  to  counter 
“the  climate  of  fear  and  intimida¬ 
tion  (and)  . . .  help  create  a 
climate  in  which  every  woman  can 
make  her  own  reproductive 
choices.”  Anyone  interested  in 
contributing  to  the  campaign 
should  call  1-800-6-CHOICE. 

Reproductive  rights  actions  in 
other  states  included  a  vigil  that 
lasted  more  than  60  hours  at  the 
Fargo,  North  Dakota  Women’s 


Health  Organization;  a  pro-choice 
rally  in  Birmingham,  Alabama;  a 
vigil,  a  counter-picket  to  a  “pro¬ 
life”  demonstration  at  Planned 
Parenthood,  and  the  showing  of 
“Our  Lives  on  the  Line,”  a 
videotape  about  Black  women  and 
abortion,  in  Philadelphia;  round- 
the-clock  vigils  at  25  clinics  and 
family  planning  centers  sponsored 
by  NOW  in  eighteen  states;  and 
counter-demonstrations  to  “pro¬ 
life”  actions. 

Reproductive  rights  activists 
pledged  to  continue  the  fight. 
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Black  Community  and  Gay  People  Respond 

Boston  Forum  Addresses  Police  Violence 

By  Kevin  Cathcart 


BOSTON  —  Clergy  and 
Citizens  for  Justice  (CCJ)  held  a 
day-long  forum  on  January  19 
here,  entitled,  “Police  Violence  In 
Boston:  What  Is  To  Be  Done?” 
Attended  by  approximately  90 
community  activists  and  legal 
workers,  including  many  from  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  the 
forum  focused  on  police  violence 
against  people  of  color  in  this  city 
and  presented  several  proposals 
for  community  action,  including  a 
civilian  review  board,  action  6n 
the  part  of  the  newly  formed 
Human  Rights  Commission, 
municipal  employee  review 
boards,  and  the  potential  role  of  a 
special  prosecutor.  Black  Con¬ 
gressman  John  Conyers  of 
Detroit,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Criminal 
Justice,  gave  the  keynote  address, 
“Police  Violence  Against  People 
of  Color:  A  National 
Perspective,”  and  the  afternoon 
was  devoted  to  workshops  on  the 
various  proposals. 

CCJ  organizer  Gerry  Hines,  a 
Black  lawyer  and  former  head  of 
Roxbury  Defenders,  introduced 
the  program  with  a  summary  of 
CCJ’s  work  against  police 
violence.  Founded  in  Boston  in 

1983,  CCJ  has  organized  around 
three  key  concerns  in  the  Black 
community:  payment  by  the  City 
of  Boston  of  a  long  overdue  court- 
awarded  judgment  to  the  family  of 
James  Bowden,  Jr.,  a  Black  man 
killed  without  provocation  or 
reason  by  Boston  police  officers  in 
1975;  the  dismisal  or  resignation  of 
Boston  Police  Commissioner 
Joseph  Jordan,  who  was  found  by 
the  court  to  have  participated  in 
the  cover-up  of  the  wrongful  death 
of  Bowden;  and  the  creation  of  a 
process,  for  civilian  review  of 
police  actions  which  would  include 
clear  punishment  for  police  abuse 
of  force. 

The  first  two  of  CCJ’s  goals 
have  been  met,  as  the  Boston  City 
Council  authorized  the  payment  to 
the  Bowden  family  in  January, 

1984,  nine  years  after  James 
Bowden,  Jr.’s  death,  and  as 
Joseph  Jordan  announced  his 
resignation  in  January  of  1985. 

Hines  outlined  three  tasks  for 
the  day:  to  recommit  to  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  police  violence  in 
Boston,  to  determine  why  more 
momentum  hasn’t  been  sustained 
in  dealing  with  police  violence 
against  people  of  color,  and  to 
devise  a  strategy  that  will  make  a 
difference. 

In  the  opening  remarks,  Mel 
King,  Black  Rainbow  Coalition 
activist  and  1983  Boston  mayoral 
candidate,  gave  a  short  historical 
overview,  discussing  “the  criminal 
element  in  the  police  force  that 
goes  unchecked”  and  describing 
racism  as  a  basis  for  police  crime. 
The  use  of  racial  slurs  by  police  of¬ 
ficers  contributes  to  the  anger  that 
exists  between  people  of  color  and 
the  police,  King  said.  People  of 
color  who  are  victims  of  crimes  are 
unwilling  to  call  the  police  because 
they  feel  that  they  will  be  treated  as 
criminals,  too. 

King  briefly  discussed  the  effect 
of  his  candidacy  in  the  last 
mayoral  campaign  in  Boston:  for 
the  first  time,  white  candidates 
believed  they  needed  the  support 
of  communities  of  color  in  order 
to  win.  This  belief  affected  the  way 
that  campaign  issues  were  framed, 
including  the  controversial  tenure 
of  Commissioner  Jordan.  King 
pointed  out  that  Mayor  Flynn, 
who  was  endorsed  by  the  Patrol¬ 
men’s  Association,  is  not  suppor¬ 
tive  of  the  civilian  review  process. 
Those  who  wish  to  initiate  civilian 
review  will  have  to  convince  the 
mayor  that  such  a  process  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  his  stated  goal  of 
bringing  the  city  together. 

King  noted  several  additional 
issues  not  on  the  forum’s  agenda 
that  require  serious  attention,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 


ment’s  Deadly  Force  Rule  (which 
governs  when  police  officers  are 
justified  in  using  deadly  force 
against  suspects),  the  type  of  train¬ 
ing  that  police  officers  receive,  the 
effectiveness  of  the  department’s 
internal  investigative  process,  and 
the  leadership  of  the  department  at 
all  levels. 

City  Councillor  Charles  Yancey 
presented  a  proposal  for  a  civilian 
review  board  which  he  will  offer  to 
the  Boston  City  Council  in  a  few 
weeks.  The  board  will  be  made  up 
of  one  member  from  each 
municipal  electoral  district,  with 
each  city  councillor  appointing  the 
member  of  their  district  from  a  list 
of  nominations  made  by  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  and 
the  Fair  Housing  Commission. 
The  board  would  be  charged  with 
providing  “citizen  participation  in 
reviewing  and  setting  police 
department  policies  and  pro¬ 
cedures  in  order  to  facilitate  a 
means  for  prompt,  impartial  and 
fair  investigation  of  complaints 
brought  by  individuals  against  the 
Boston  Police  Department.” 

Gay  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras  supported  the  concept  of 
a  civilian  review  board.  Stressing 
people’s  right  to  be  free  from  fear, 
Scondras  said,  “I  do  not  feel  safe 
when  I  see  a  policeman  or  flashing 
blue  lights.” 

Scondras  noted  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  of  all  races  have  many 
of  the  same  fears  and  concerns 
about  police  violence  as  do  people 
of  color.  Predicting  that  the  mayor 
would  appoint  a  director  for  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  within 
seven  days,  he  expressed  grave 
concern  that  that  person  be  com¬ 
petent,  familiar  with  civil  rights 
law  and  have  a  track  record 
around  civil  rights  issues.  Scon¬ 
dras  pointed  out  that  a  large 
percentage  of  police  brutality  cases 
will  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Human  Rights  Commission 
because  they  involve  people  of  col¬ 
or,  lesbians,  and  gay  men. 

Lobbying  for  a  civilian  review 
board  is  critical,  Scondras  said,  as 
the  Patrolmen’s  Association  and 
the  Police  Department,  both  of 
which  oppose  civilian  review,  have 
deeply  entrenched  power.  Scon¬ 
dras  promised  that  he  will  not  vote 
for  any  police  appropriation  in  the 
City  Council  until  he  is  convinced 
that  reform  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  is  underway. 

Attorney  Robert  Sherman  of 
the  Lawyers’  Committee  for  Civil 
Rights  Under  Law  discussed 
municipal  review  boards  which  are 
in  place  in  a  number  of  cities,  in¬ 
cluding  New  Orleans,  Dade  Coun¬ 
ty,  Fla.,  and  Toronto,  and  include 
the  functions  of  a  civilian  review 
board.  A  municipal  employee 
review  board,  however,  has  a 
broader  mandate  and  covers  all 
municipal  workers.  Implementa¬ 
tion  of  this  plan  could  help  to 
neutralize  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  opposition  to  a  review  as  it 
does  not  single  out  police  for 
scrutiny. 

Sherman  noted  that  New 
Orleans’  Office  of  Municipal 
Review  is,  in  practice,  a  police 
watchdog  because  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  percentage  of  complaints 
received  and  investigated  involve 
police.  There  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  decrease  in  police  violence  in 
that  city  since  the  office  was  insti¬ 
tuted. 

Michael  Avery,  a  Boston  at¬ 
torney  experienced  in  police 
brutality  cases,  began  his  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  potential  role  of  a 
special  prosecutor  with  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  scope  of  police  violence 
as  it  relates  to  lawyers  who  already 
have  a  responsibility  to  review 
police  misconduct.  Avery  criti¬ 
cized  the  “abject  failure”  of 
lawyers  to  effectively  deal  with  this 
violence,  pointing  out  that  cases  of 
police  brutality  are  “already 
reviewed  by  more  lawyers  than  you 
can  count  or  as  taxpayers  you’d 


care  to  pay  for.” 

Beginning  with  the  Suffolk 
County  District  Attorney’s  Office, 
Avery  asked,  “Where  is  the  line  of 
cases  showing  their  commitment 
to  ending  police  violence?  It 
doesn’t  exist.  [The  D.A.’s  office] 
has  turned  its  back  on  its  respon¬ 
sibility”  through  its  failure  to  pro¬ 
secute  police  officers  for  violent 
crimes. 

Under  state  law  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Attorney  General’s  of¬ 
fice  has  the  right  to  supercede  the 
District  Attorney’s  office  in 
criminal  cases,  but  the  Attorney 
General’s  office  has  also  been 
“singularly  absent  from  police 
violence  cases,”  said  Avery.  Ques¬ 
tioning  the  usefulness  of  the  At¬ 
torney  General’s  Civil  Rights  and 
Criminal  Divisions,  Avery  asked, 
“How  are  the  lawyers  in  those 
departments  filling  their  days?” 

Finally,  Avery  called  for  a 
public  investigation  of  the  role  of 
the  City  [of  Boston]  Law  Depart¬ 
ment  in  police  brutality  cases.  The 
Law  Department  routinely 
defends  officers,  free  of  charge,  in 

Erie  Will 

By  Micheline  Justman 

ERIE,  PA  —  The  validity  of  a 
will  leaving  approximately 
$150,000  to  gay  civil  rights  was 
upheld  in  a  Jan.  4  ruling  by  Court 
Judge  Lames  Dwyer,  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  a  will  dated  Jan.  5,  1981,  the 
late  John  D.  McBride  bequeathed 
the  bulk  of  his  estate  to  Dr.  Ray¬ 
mond  Lemieux,  “in  trust  to  be 
used  in  the  furthering  of  the  civil 
rights  of  American  homosexuals 
and  to  aid  and  assist  those  homo¬ 
sexuals  who  have  been  the  victims 
of  legal  duress,  and  also  in  further¬ 
ing  in  the  courts  and  in  the  United 
States  Congress  abolition  of 
restrictions  of  any  kind  or  nature 
against  the  civil  rights  of  homo¬ 
sexuals.” 

Virginia  M.  Apuzzo,  Executive 
Director,  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF),  noted  that  the 
McBride  case  sets  in  motion  “a 
process  which  could  ultimately 
result  in  considerable  benefit  to 
the  lesbian- and  gay  community.” 

Originally  from  Stillwater, 
Oklahoma,  McBride  resided  in 
Erie  County  from  1969  to  1979 
while  he  taught  French  at  Edin- 
boro  State  College.  He  retired  to 
Mexico  in  1981,  where  he  died  on 
May  20,  1983,  in  Guanajuato,  at 
age  58. 

On  April  6,  1983,  two  nieces, 
Patricia  Emmons  of  Shattuck, 
Oklahoma,  and  Jane  McLemore 
of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
appealed  the  probate  on  the 
grounds  that  McBride’s  residency 
in  Mexico  at  the  time  of  his  death 
required  probate  under  Mexican 
law. 

Since  the  Pennsylvania-drafted 
will  would  be  invalid  under  Mex¬ 
ican  law,  their  attorney,  Robert  C. 
Ward,  argued  that  it  should  be 
ruled  totally  invalid.  The  court  was 
asked,  therefore,  to  distribute  the 
estate  to  McBride’s  only  blood 
relatives  and  legal  heirs,  the  nieces. 

Additionally,  the  nieces  re¬ 
quested  revocation  of  the  probate 
on  the  grounds  that  McBride’s 
“mental  and  physical  condition 
was  greatly  impaired  (by  alcohol 
abuse,  chronic  alcoholism,  senility 
and  chronic  absent-mindedness) 
and  that  he  was  not  of  sound  mind 
and  was  incapable  of  disposing  of 
his  estate.” 

At  that  time,  the  will’s 
beneficiary,  Lemieux,  who  does 
not  identify  himself  as  gay,  declin¬ 
ed  to  defend  the  will  against  the 
nieces’  claim.  The  former  teaching 
colleague  at  Edinboro  noted  that 
“Unless  someone  or  some  group 
from  the  gay  community  comes 
forward  to  fight  for  the  money. 
I’m  afraid  it  will  be  eaten  away  by 
bankers  and  lawyers,  or  that  the 


civil  suits  against  the  police, 
regardless  of  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  the  character  of  the  officers, 
or  the  number  of  previous  com¬ 
plaints  against  the  officers. 

As  an  example,  Avery  cited  the 
police  riot  against  anti-Klan 
demonstrators  in  Boston  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1982.  Despite  television  film 
footage  of  police  brutality,  the  Ci¬ 
ty  Law  Department  is  defending 
the  officers  involved  and  there 
have  been  no  city  prosecution  or 
Police  Department  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  complaints  filed  by  the  city. 

“So  we  come  to  the  idea  of  a 
special  prosecutor,”  Avery  said, 
“because  none  of  the  other 
lawyers  involved  are  doing  their 
jobs.”  But,  “will  one  more  lawyer 
do  anything?”  Special  prosecutors 
could  be  appointed  by  the 
legislature  or  on  a  case  by  case 
basis  by  trial  court  judges,  but 
criminal  cases  against  police 
departments  are  difficult  to  win 
because  of  prejudice  against  the 
victims  and  in  favor  of  the  police. 

“Due  to  the  complete  failure  of 
the  command  structure  of  the 

Declared 

nieces  will  win.” 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  and  the  NGTF 
Fund  for  Human  Dignity  retained 
Erie  attorney  James  E.  Marsh,  Jr. 
to  argue  the  case.  Boston’s  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  also  sought 
standing  with  the  court  in  a 
memorandum  of  law  prepared  by 
Sandra  L.  Smales  with  Stephen 
Ansolabehere  and  Gary  Buseck. 

By  August,  1984,  The  Ad¬ 
vocate,  a  California-based  gay 
newspaper  suggested  in  the  will  as 
a  resource  for  Lemieux  to  consult 
in  allocating  the  money,  also  re¬ 
tained  Marsh. 

While  keeping  the  briefs  from 
NGTF  Fund  for  Human  Dignity, 
Lambda,  and  GLAD  for  con¬ 
sideration,  Dwyer  order  Lemieux 
to  either  appear  or  step  down  as 
trustee. 

In  September,  Lemieux  agreed 
“to  be  identified  as  a  trustee  in¬ 
stead  of  the  previous  designation 
as  beneficiary”  and  retained 
Marsh  to  defend  the  will. 

To  decide  “the  Mexican  law 
issue”  first,  Dwyer  noted  that 
McBride’s  Erie  attorney,  Stephen 
Tetuan,  had  drafted  an  earlier  will 
in  January,  1977,  which  was  “very 
similar  to  the  probated  will  and 
which  bequeathed  no  property  to 
the  contestants.”  The  updated, 
1981  will  repeated  McBride’s  in¬ 
tention  to  benefit  gay  rights. 

Noting  McBride’s  “obvious 
intentions  in  distributing  the 
estate,”  the  court  cited  “the  over¬ 
riding  rule  of  law  regarding 
estates,  that  a  decedent’s  in¬ 
tentions  concerning  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  his  [s/c]  property  according 
to  his  [s/c]  written  instructions 
must  be  honored  unless  such 
would  be  contrary  to  law  or 
against  public  policy. 

“No  doubt  there  may  be  many 
people  who  would  disagree  with 
the  propriety  of  such  a  distribution 
[to  gay  rights],  but  since  a  testator 
has  a  right  to  dispose  of  his  [s/c] 
property  in  any  manner  that  is  not 
illegal  or  against  public  policy, 
such  disposition  must  be 
allowed. .  .and  this  Court  is 
obligated  to  see  that  this  is  done.” 

Although  pleased  that  “the 
judge  made  the  right  decision,” 
Marsh  is  preparing  for  “part  two 
of  the  original  appeal  [the  issue  of 
McBride’s  competency]  as  the  saga 
continue^].  Will  cases  historically 
take  a  long  time.” 

Meanwhile,  until  the  case  is  re¬ 
solved,  Alice  Davis,  McBride’s 
elderly,  former  maid  in  Tennessee, 
will  not  receive  the  $2000  McBride 
designated  for  her. 

An  attorney  who  knew  McBride 


Police  Department  to  act  proper¬ 
ly,”  Avery  concluded,  “police  of¬ 
ficers  in  Boston  currently  know 
that  they  act  without  accountabili¬ 
ty  in  a  large  part.” 

Representative  Conyers,  in  his 
keynote  address,  discussed  the 
political  dimension  of  police 
violence  against  people  of  color, 
stressing  the  historical  context 
dating  back  to  slavery,  and  the 
subjugation  through  racism  of  30 
million  people  of  color  in  the  U.S. 
today.  Conyers  called  for  in¬ 
creased  organizing  around  police 
violence  against  people  of  color, 
and  increased  politicization  of  the 
issue  if  police  brutality  is  to  be 
brought  under  control. 

“It  is  not  the  police  department 
which  does  the  violence  and  allows 
it  to  go  on,”  Conyers  stated,  “it’s 
the  political  system  over  the  police 
department.”  Police  don’t  dare  to 
commit  violence  “unless  they  are 
tacitly  or  oveftly  sanctioned.” 

Clergy  and  Citizens  for  Justice 
meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each 
month  at  Harriet  Tubman  House. 

Valid 

but  who  is  not  involved  in  the  case 
observed,  “This  is  what  happens 
when  you  throw  money  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  family!  I  think  the  estate  is 
down  to  about  $120,000  now.  The 
competency  issue  will  probably  in¬ 
volve  travel  to  Mexico  to  take 
depositions  about  John’s  mental 
condition  around  the  time  of  the 
signing  of  the  will.  It  will  cost  the 
estate  a  lot  of  money.  John  was  a 
nice  guy.  He  knew  what  he  was  do¬ 
ing  when  he  wrote  the  will.  Cer¬ 
tainly  he  was  lucid!  He  had  his 
own  moral  persuasion,  but  he  was 
a  real  nice  guy!” 

Dywer  will  also  decide  if  the 
Pennsylvania  estate  is  taxable. 
“If  it’s. ..charitable. ..there’s  no 
tax.  It’s  a  good  chunk  of  money  to 
argue  about. 

Dwyer,  for  whom  this  is  “one 
of  the  most  unusual  cases... in 
years,”  resigned  as  the  Court’s 
president  judge  on  Jan.  7,  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  reaching  the  manda¬ 
tory  retirement  age  of  70  in  April, 

1985.  Judge  Richard  Nygaard  has 
been  assigned  to  continue  in  the 
Orphan’s  Court  division  of  Erie 
County  Court. 

Local  coverage  in  the  Erie 
Times-News  began  with  a  front¬ 
page  banner  headline,  “Will 
Leaves  $200,000  to  Assist  Homo¬ 
sexuals,”  and  included  false  infor¬ 
mation  that  McBride’s  will  left 
$200  a  month  for  the  care  of  a  dog. 
When  the  court  upheld  the  will’s 
validity,  a  brief  story  appeared  on 
page  12  with  the  decision  described 
as  “a  set-back,”  under  the  head¬ 
line,  “Judge  Upholds  McBride 
Will.” 

*Lance  Ringel  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  said,  “We’re 
thrilled  that  the  money  will  stay  in 
the  gay  community.”  In  a 
previous  comment,  Ringel  noted 
that  “This  case  highlights  the  need 
for  people  to  know  that  virtually 
uncontestible  estate  planning 
systems  do  exist  now,  available 
through  the  NGTF  Fund  for 
Human  Dignity.  We  have 
specialists  who  volunteer  for  the 
Fund  to  help  people  protect  their 
resources,  even  if  they  have  just  a 
small  amount.  Probably  the 
McBride  case  could  have  been 
prevented  if  he  or  his  lawyer  had 
known  about  our  services.  We 
have  to  increase  people’s  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  expertise  available.” 

McBride’s  Mexican  will,  dated 
June  23,  1982,  leaves  his  Mexican 
property,  reportedly  a  condo,  cars 
and  a  pet  dachshund,  to  his  “only 
and  universal  heir,  Alberto 
DeLeon  Cardenas,”  in  care  of 
a  guardian  “until  he  reaches 
majority.” 
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Community  Voices 


G'CTV  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACE!), 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GOV,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


support  for  ariel 
hidalgo 


Dear  GCN: 

We  all  have  been  long-standing  opponents,  in 
our  writings  and  actions,  of  U.S.  intervention  in 
the  affairs  of  Latin  American  and  Caribbean 
countries.  While  we  have  varying  views  of  the 
Castro  government  in  Cuba,  we  are  greatly  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  case  of  Ariel  Hidalgo,  a  Cuban  lef¬ 
tist  writer,  historian  and  educator. 

Ariel  Hidalgo  was  first  arrested  in  1980  when 
he  faced  a  rock-throwing  group  and  loudly  pro¬ 
tested  their  attack  on  a  student  who  was  seeking 
to  leave  the  country  during  the  exodus  of  Cubans 
from  the  port  of  Mariel.  Hidalgo  was  freed,  but 
he  was  arrested  again  in  1981.  He  was  eventually 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  eight  years  in  prison 
under  the  Fifth  Section  (titled  “Enemy  Pro¬ 
paganda”),  article  108-1  of  the  Cuban  Penal 
Code,  which  punishes  any  person  “who  (a)  incites 
against  the  social  order,  international  solidarity 
or  the  socialist  State  by  means  of  oral  or  written 
propaganda,  or  any  other  form;  (b)  makes, 
distributes  or  possesses  propaganda  of  the 
character  mentioned  in  thepreceedingclau.se.”  In 
fact,  Hidalgo  was  sentenced  to  the  maximum 
term  of  one-to-eight  years  established  by  this  law. 
At  this  brief  one-session  political  trial,  which  was 
unmcntioned  in  the  Cuban  press,  Hidalgo  was 
only  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  proceedings.  The  government’s  case  con¬ 
sisted  of  testimony  by  the  local  neighborhood 
defense  committee,  who  spoke  of  Hidalgo’s 
“talking  loo  much.”  The  prosecution  chose  not 
mention  that  the  police  had  seized  an  unpublsihed 
manuscript  where  Hidalgo  attempts  to 
demonstrate  that  a  new  ruling  class  has  taken  over 
the  “socialist”  countries  including  Cuba. 
Furthermore,  he  argues  that  this  class  should  be 
forthrightly  opposed. 

For  simply  expressing  his  views,  Hidalgo  spent 
the  first  fourteen  months  in  jail  in  deplorable  con¬ 
ditions  —  solidarity  confinement  in  the  Com- 
hitiado  Del  Este  prison  near  Havana.  He  was  then 
moved  to  a  regular  cell  and  his  wife  (although  not 
his  daughter)  could  visit  him  once  a  month  for 
two  hours.  He  was  still  however  not  allowed  to 
receive  writing  or  reading  materials.  Since  August 
1984,  even  these  monthly  visits  have  been  pro¬ 
hibited. 

We  believe  that  Hidalgo’s  trial,  the  law  under 
which  he  was  punished,  and  the  prison  conditions 
which  he  is  currently  enduring,  fail  to  meet  the 
most  elemental  standards  for  human  rights.  Con¬ 
sistent  with  our  stand  in  support  of  struggles  for 
freedom  and  self-determination  throughout  the 
world,  we  ask  the  Cuban  government  to  release 
Ariel  Hidalgo,  and  any  other  persons  whose 
rights  have  been  similarly  denied. 


Pete  Camarata 
Noam  Chomsky 
John  Enryk  Clarke 
Bernadette  Devlin 
McAliskey 
Barbara  Ehrenreich 
Alexander  Erlich 
(1912-1985) 
Samuel  Farber 
Barbara  Garson 
Gay  Community 
News 

Richard  Healey 
Joanne  Landy 
Gordon  K.  Lewis 


Sam  Meyers 
Ralph  Miliband 
Carlos  Moore 
Paul  Robeson  Jr. 

Nanette  Rosa-Collazo 
Virginia  Sanchez- 
Korrol 
Clancy  Sigal 
I.F.  Stone 
Carlota  Suarez 

Paul  M.  Sweezy 
Nancy  Wechsler 
Stanley  Weir 


what  is  meant  by 
“incest” 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Purveyors  of  the  New 
Definition  of  the  Word  “Incest”; 

The  dictionary  defines  incest  as  sexual  relations 
between  persons  so  closely  related  that  they  are 
forbidden  by  law  to  marry.  (The  practical  motiva¬ 
tion  of  this  notion  is  the  degraded  genotypes  that 
commonly  result  from  inbreeding.) 

When  two  84-year-old  cousins  get  it  on,  that’s 
incest,  and  if  they’re  not  risking  conception,  what 
right  has  anyone  to  complain? 

If  you  want  to  talk  about  child  abuse,  please, 
by  all  means  do  so,  but  in  legitimate  English!  If 
parents  are  the  abusers,  you’re  welcome  to  say  so; 
I  want  to  know.  If  you  think  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  rape  and  horsewhipping  is  so  important,  go 
ahead  and  mention  the  sexual  aspect  of  the  abuse. 

Try  these  phrases  on  for  size;  “Parental  Child 
Abuse.”  “Family  Child  Molestation.”  “Coerced 
Child  Sex.” 

Language  is  a  vital  tool.  After  observing  you 
folks  in  action  I’ll  be  damned  if  I’d  lend  you  a 
good  screwdriver! 

Love, 

Peter  Cann 
Boston,  MA 


the  jury  frowned 
at  my  dress 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  in  this  prison  system  for  a  crime  I  didn’t 
commit.  I’m  gay  and  I’ve  always  dressed  as  a 
woman  and  the  jury  used  that  against  me.  There 
were  a  lot  of  errors  in  the  trial  and  my  attorney 
(court  appointed)  asked  for  a  retrial  but  the  judge 
wouldn’t  give  it  so  he  filed  an  appeal  (in  March  of 
84)  and  I ’m  still  waiting.  I  have  my  briefs  but  they 
don’t  state  all,  only  what  he  filed  my  appeal  on. 

By  me  being  gay  and  black  was  really  why  I  got 
my  sentence,  because  when  the  DA  said  the  way  I 
was  dressed,  the  jury  frowned,  and  I  knew  I  was 
“guilty”  after  that.  And  now  that  I  am  here  in 
Lansing  prison  they  are  trying  to  accuse  me  of 
sexual  acts.  They  “see”  them  everywhere,  when 
gays  are  concerned !  1  go  up  to  court  on  a  sodomy 
charge  in  3-4  weeks  and  1  really  need  legal  help 
from  someone  to  see  that  justice  is  done.  This 
system  is  very  unfair  and  no  one  seems  to  be  doing 
anything  about  it. 

I’m  a  very  poor  person  and  need  to  tell  people 
so  they  can  see  that  justice  is  done.  I  feel  there’s  a 
lot  of  people  out  there  that ’s  been  falsely  accused 
and  it’s  an  unhappy  feeling  to  know  it’s  wrong 
and  don’t  have  the  means  to  get  legal  help  that 
you  need.  Please  write.  I’ll  write  back  if  I  have 
stamps. 

Charles  Strawn 

41115 

Box  2 

Lansing,  KS  66043 

making  it  perfectly 
queer 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  editor  of 
The  Nation  in  New  York.  —  Ed.) 

Dear  Editor: 

Robert  Sherrill  is  surely  one  of  the  most  astute 
and  observant  social  critics  and  journalists  this 
country  can  claim.  But  I  was  shocked  to  read  his 
description  of  rapist/killer  Arthur  Frederick 
Goode  3d  (“In  Florida,  Insanity  Is  No  Defense,” 
November  24,  1984,  p.  553)  as  “uncommonly 
queer.”  I  am  more  shocked  by  the  editors’  failure 
to  drop  this  reference. 

I  know  that  arguably  the  word  “queer”  does 
not  necessarily  mean  “homosexual,”  but  in  the 
particular  case,  and  in  arr  article  studded  with 
street  jargon,  it’s  simply  far  too  close  for  com¬ 
fort,  The  easiest  implication  is  that  child 
molester/rapist/killer  equals  queer  equals  homo¬ 
sexual.  Instead  of  “queer”  Sherrill  might  have 
used  any  of  several  other  similar  words:  “nuts,” 
“batty,”  “deranged,”  etc.  Or  else  leave  the  word 
out  entirely,  allowing  the  sentence  to  read  per¬ 
fectly  well:  “From  the  time  Goode  was  6  his 
parents  and  the  teachers  and  juvenile  officials 
who  dealt  with  him  knew  he  was  uncommonly 
possessed  by  quirky  and  dangerous  sex 
impulses....” 

How  can  it  be  that  such  a  damaging  and  unfor¬ 
tunate  word  choice  was  left  unchanged?  An 
apology  is  in  order. 

Eric  Gordon 
New  York,  NY 


refusing  ‘protection’ 

Dear  GCN, 

I  find  I  have  a  bit  more  time  on  my  hands  than  I 
did  before  writing  my  last  letter.  I’ve  been  moved 
back  to  the  ‘adjustment  center,’  ‘slammer,’ 
‘hole,’  whatever  we  call  it.  It’s  the  same  barbaric 
cage  they’ve  kept  us  in  for  years. 

In  spite  of  my  sexual  preference,  these  pigs  still 
consider  me  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.  Last 
time  I  was  back  here  it  lasted  two  years.  This  time, 
there’s  no  telling.  I’ve  finally  gotten  the  write-up 
telling  me  why  I’m  back  here.  Supposedly  I 
played  a  key  role  in  inciting  the  riot  which  recent¬ 
ly  took  place  here.  I  contend  it’s  just  the  security 
staff’s  way  to  get  me  off  the  yard  and  back  in  the 
hole.  I’m  sure  similar  things  happen  to  those  of  us 
all  over  the  United  States  who  refuse  to  go  into 
“protective  custody.”  I  do  what  I  do  and  enjoy 
what  1  am. 

I  realize  that  this  is  a  newspaper,  but  I  have  no 
one  else  to  write  to  and  felt  a  letter  to  you  would 
be  one  in  the  right  direction.  It’s  even  more  lonely 
in  the  hole  than  it  is  on  the  yard.  There’s  no  one  to 
talk  to,  few  if  any  books  to  read,  and  diet  is 
severely  lacking.  All  in  all,  if  I  didn’t  have  so 
much  love  for  myself,  I’d  be  miserable  as  hell.  1 
manage  tofind  something  each  day  to  laugh  at  — 
even  if  it’s  me  or  my  attitude. 

I  exercise  daily,  stay  on  a  vegetarian  diet,  and 
away  from  sweets  (unless  they’re  on  two  legs).  I 
have  a  fairly  good  education  and  love  to  draw 
(though  I’ll  not  be  able  to  have  my  art  supplies 
until  1  attain  a  particular  level  of  custody  in  here 
again. 

Well,  that’s  about  all  for  now.  Perhaps  some 
day  I’ll  get  my  shit  a  little  better  together  and  start 
writing  short  stories  like  I  used  to  do.  Some  of 
them  are  quite  kinky,  others  intriguing,  and 
others  real  funny.  I  also  write  social  commentary 
. . .  hmmm!  Take  care, 

A  prisoner 

(Name  withheld  by  request) 


why  anti-porners 
do  what  they  do 

Dear  QCN: 

Hats  off  to  Gayle  Rubin  for  illustrating  how 
anti-pornography  campaigns  of  the  Andrea 
Dworkin/Catherine  MacKinnon  type  inevitably 
strengthen  society’s  most  repressive  forces  at  the 
expense  of  all  noncomformists,  including  gay 
people. 

I  can  think  of  four  possible  reasons,  none  of 
them  flattering,  why  Dworkin,  MacKinnon,  and 
their  rallies  pursue  restrictive  legislative,  despite 
the  obvious  and  overwhelming  damage  such  laws 
will  eventually  cause,  given  that  the  enforcers  of 
such  laws  are  unlikely  to  be  politically  progressive 
or  sex-positive.  Either: 

1)  The  proponents  are  politically  naive  almost 
beyond  belief,  given  the  history  of  censorship  in 
western  society;  or 

2)  They  crave  power  for  themselves  and  have 
seized  upon  antipathy  towards  pornographers  as 
a  means  to  acquire  it,  just  as  other  power  seekers 
capitalize  upon  hostility  toward  other  marginal 
elements  (e.g.  Blacks  or  undocumented  foreign 
workers)  to  gain  power;  or 

3)  They  are  intensely  uncomfortable  with  sex 
and,  like  the  German  workers  Wilhelm  Reich 
analyzed  in  The  Mass  Psychology  of  Fascism, 
their  discomfort  has  distorted  their  perception  of 
their  true  interests;  or 

4)  They  are  so  distraught  by  society’s  hostility 
toward  women  that  they  have  blindly  stampeded 
themselves  toward  a  “cure”  that  will  surely  prove 
illusory.  Common  sense  and  a  comparative 
analysis  of  other  societies  suggest  that  sex-nega¬ 
tive  porngraphy  is  at  worst  a  symptom  of  sex- 
oppression,  not  a  cause  of  it;  and  of  course  much 
pornography  is  not  sex-negative. 

If  anti-porn  crusaders  are  motivated  by  naivete 
or  panic,  their  actions  are  misbegotten;  if  by  a 
desire  for  power,  their  deeds  are  evil.  As  Rubin 
shows,  it  will  take  years  to  undo  the  damage 
already  done.  Every  thinking  person  is  injured  by 
legislation  that  will  probably  give  rise  to  latter- 
day  versions  of  the  Scopes  trial.  Only  intellectual 
fascism  profits  from  suppressing  the  range  of 
debate  we  require  if  the  debates  that  inform  gay 
liberation  and  feminism  are  to  retain  vitality. 

Cannot  MacKinnon,  a  law  professor,  see  that 
what  is  proposed  in  Indianapolis  today  may  send 
John  Zeh  to  jail  in  Cincinnati  tomorrow?  Cannot 
Dworkin,  herself  a  writer  of  some  controversy, 
see  any  nexus  between  her  moral  fervor  and 
harassment  of  a  politically  powerless  bookstore 
owner  in  Philadelphia  or  Toronto? 

No  person  is  an  island,  entire  of  itself,  and  the 
bell  of  censorship  anti-pornography  activists  ring 
against  others  tolls  for  them  too,  to  the  extent 
that  they  value  freedom  of  expression  in  a  diverse 
society. 

Sincerely, 

Ted  Stroll 
Julian,  CA 

myriad  shades  of 
sex 

Dear  GCN: 

Headline,  22  December:  “pedophilia  is  not 
homosexuality.”  Of  course,  it  isn’t.  Neither  is  it 
bad.  The  psychopathologists  seem  to  be  winning 
their  perverted  designs  of  changing  the  meaning 
of  a  perfectly  beautiful  word  from  “love  of 
children”  to  a  synonym  for  “pederasty  of  an 
adult  with  a  child.”  1  wish  it  were  possible  that  no 
person  ever  be  a  parent  unless  he/she  was  a  true 
pedophile. 

One  reads  with  mounting  anger  the  opinions 
stated  categorically  as  fact  by  Alan  Carroll.  I  have 
lived  again  as  long  as  Alan  Carroll.  1  have  taught 
and  counseled  youth  throughout  my  life,  in¬ 
cluding  to  some  extent  successfully,  I  hope,  my 
children  and  grandchildren.  May  I  reparaphrase 
two  of  Carroll’s  absurd  statements?  “I  have 
never  known  a  child  or  adolescent  who  couldn’t 
benefit  from  sexual  activity  with  an  adult.  Nor 
have  I  ever  known  a  child  or  adolescent  who  was 
seriously  harmed  by  such  activity.”  These  state¬ 
ments  are  as  valid  as  those  paraphrased.  Both  are 
sometimes  as  wrong  as  they  are  sometimes  right. 

A  15-year-old  male  who  chooses  to  engage  in 
sex  with  an  adult  male  is  neither  abused  or  a  vic¬ 
tim,  except  in  rare  instances  in  which  the  adult  in¬ 
flicts  unwanted  pain  or  physical  damage  —  an  un¬ 
likely  occurrence. 

Some  intergenerational  sex  can  be  abusive  and 
grievously  wrong  and,  sometimes,  wrongfully  il¬ 
legal.  But  intergenerational  sex  can  be  mutually 
rewarding  and  enjoyed  and,  in  most  instances,  it 
is. 

In  the  minds  of  some,  the  ideal  might  be  that  all 
sexual  activity  be  confined  to  two  persons  of  ap¬ 
proximately  the  same  calendar  age.  That  has 
never  been  the  practice  and  it  will  never  be  a  re¬ 
quirement.  What  society  needs  to  guard  against 
are  liaisons  that  are  unwanted  by  either  party  or 
involve,  after  consent,  actual  physical  harm  — 
recognized  as  such  by  the  partner  with  lesser 
“power.” 

Forget  categorizing  all  sexual  activity  as  either 
ebony  black  or  snowy  white.  With  myriads  of 
shades  in  between,  very  few  instances  ever  war¬ 
rant  characterization  as  of  either  extreme. 
Sincerely, 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  HI 
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BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2144 
(617)  321-8818 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  1 12 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Judy  Feiner 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-2019 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End.  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ 
BUILD _ 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville.  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 


COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

(617)  269-8382 

THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton 
Offices 
(617)  491-6430 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

35  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  353-0225 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St..  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  0211 1 
542-5188 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1112 

DR.  STEPHEN  GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 

New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg,  DPM 
(617)  396-7527 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

Jean  Vallon 
75  Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO.  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS.  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea.  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND  COM¬ 
PANY 

(617)  296-1770 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 

Framingham,  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


WOMEN  S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 
Boston,  MA 
423-7730 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTUNE  <6pm-MkL)  Mon-Fri  4269371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
Black  Men’s  Assoc.,  PO  Box  827,  Boston  02123 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  021 11  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43  Winter. St. 

Boston,  02108  /  '  542-0144 

Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network,  Box  1534, 

Jamaica  Plain  02130 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  522-6983 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  Interrante,  24  Greenwich  Pk  ffl,  Boston  02118 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi), 
do  GCN,  Box  6,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Frontrunners,  PO  Box  423,  Back  Bay  Annex, 

Boston  021 17  288-4626 

Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston,  B6x  1287, 

Kendall  Sq.,  Cambridge  MA  02142 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)247-5485 

Greater  Boston  Gay  Men's  Assoc.  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117  288-3228 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  423-0942 

do  GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Boston  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

646-5148 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Transexual  Hotline  568-0680 

Triangle  Theater,  Box  127,104  Charles  St., 

Boston  021 14  424-6831 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

West  of  Boston  Lesbians  Suburban  Support  Group 
(based  in  Littleton)  486-8848 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance.  Box  65, 

Boston.  02117  247  3910 

Boston  Mayoral  Liaison,  Ann  Maguire  725-3485 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
PO  Box  1273,  Cambridge  02238 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St.,  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston,  021 16  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  167  Tremont.  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  6.  Astor  Sta.  Boston  02123 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St  ,  Boston  021 08  227-7335 


STUDENT 


Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
do  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115  437-2738 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138  495-5476 


GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT),  ^ 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A,  Babson  Park.Welisley,  02157 
Tufts  U.,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community, 
do  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2818 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House,  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U.,  Triskelion,  Box  2275  Waltham  02254 

647-4491  or  647-4899 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians,c/o  Program  Resources 
Sherman  Union,  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 

do  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN _ 

Boston  Jfrea  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective, 

666-0513  or  825-5508 

Women's  Educational  Media,  46  Bay  State  Ave. 

Somerville  02144  776-6759 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

354-8807  (Voice  and  TTY) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  524-6335 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  PO  Box  404, 

W.  Somerville  02144  628-6311 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Urania  (lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  group) 

Box  23,  89  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
623-0138  or  731-4230 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

6  CameliaSt.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS  _ 

Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-9118 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM  Dennis  353  0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

The  Guide  266-8557 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN.  167  Tremont.  021 1 1 
Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM.  Mon.  8-10pm) 
Melanie  494-8810 

New  England  Connection  265-5732 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee 

c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Action  Committee  Hotline 
M-F3-9pm  Sat  10am-4pm  536-7733 

AIDS  Hotline  (Dept,  of  Health) 

Mon-Fri  424-5916 


Boston  Free  VD  Info  1-800-272-2577 

(8am-10pm,  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116  266-0612 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Program  (non-profit)  744-5322 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St., 

Cambridge  02138  661-0248 

T ufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

GALLYNS  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Liberated  Youths  of  the  North 
Shore),  PO  Box  1803,  Haverhill  01830,  373-7618 

Gaiwaves(WJUL91.5  FM)  Kirsten  459-0579 

Gaiwaves,  c/o  WJUL,  1  University  Ave,  Lowell  01854 
Central  Middlesex  Social  Club  897-3462 

Male  Survivors  of  Sexual  Abuse,  PO  Box  111 
Woburn  01801 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01945  745-3848 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 

Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324  293-5183 

Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 

Milford  01757  473-3529 

Clergy/Seminarian  Gay  Support  Group  646-2607 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
Central  Mass  Dignity/Integrity  Group,  Box  402, 

Federal  Sta.,  Worcester 

WOMEN _ 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Womantide  (lesbian  magazine), PO  Box  963,  P'town  02657 

487-3393 

STUDENT _ 

Bridgewater  St.  Coll.  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance 
Bridgewater,  MA  02324 
Clark  U  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main.  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

information/service/social 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406 F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061  586-9340 

Help  Line  664-6391. 664-6392 

Valley  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

MCC  Springfield,  PO  Box  15576, 

Springfield  01105  (M-Sat  7-10pm)532-521 1 

WOMEN 

Valley  Wimmins  Connection  586-6445 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
Box  402,  Florence,  MA  01060  584  7616 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 774-5464 

STUDENT _ _ 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


New  Hampshire(603) 


756-4226 

889-1416 


Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord  485-5612 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785,  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

Monadnock  Gay  Men  (MGM) 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063 
Speakers  Bureau.  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men's  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group. 

Box  461,  W.  Swanzey,  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Women  In  Touch,  PO  Box  3541,  Nashua 
888-2110  or  883-9228 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  862-4019 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College.  05753 
Gay  Volleyball  482-3528,862-4019 

c/o  Box  99,  Hind%burg  05461 
Interweave,  Box  454,  Derby  Line  05830 
Johnson  St.  Coll.  Gay  Student  All. 

Box  987,  JSC,  Johnson  05656 
Rutland  Area  Gays  (RAGS),  Box  147, 

Center  Rutland  05736  (2nd  Sats) 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479,  Norwich,  VT  05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Vermonters  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  (VLGR), 

Pearls  Restaurant,  Pearl  St,  Burlington  879-1867 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 


Maine  (207) 


896-5888 


989-3306 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou) 

Bangor  Area  Gay-Lesbian-Straight  Coalition 
PO  Box  1805,  Bangor  04401 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine.  8ox  7021.  Lewiston  04240 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unlt./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community.  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  797-3246 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  * 

125  Auburn  St.,  Portland04104  773-2121 

Wllde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine.  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680,  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter  (  social  org.)  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 
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BROCHURES  FROM  MEM¬ 
BER  GUESTHOUSES  LISTED 
BELOW  ...ALL  FREE.  WRITE 
TO  KEY  WEST  BUSINESS 
GUILD,  P.O.  BOX  4640-X,  KEY 
WEST,  FL  33041. 


If  you  prefer,  call  any  of 
us  direct.  Please  indicate 
that  you  saw  this  ad.  All 
area  codes  are  305. 


Alexander's  •  294-9919 
Club  Key  west  -  294-5239 
Coconut  Grove  -  296-5107 
Colours  -  Key  West  -  294-6977 
Cypress  House  -  294-6969 
Heron  House  -  294-9227 
island  House  -  294-6284 
Lime  House  -  296-2978 
Oasis  Guesthouse  -  296-2131 
Old  Town  Garden  Villas  -  294-4427 
The  Palms  of  Key  west  -  294-3146 
The  Pines  Key  west  -  296-7467 
Sea  Isle  Guesthouse  -  294-5188 


ALL. MUSIC!  ALL  FUN!  ALL  RAVES!^ 

“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  MAY  BE  THE 
BEST  THINO  TO  HIT  BOSTON  SINCE 
‘A  CHORUS  UNE,'  ‘EVITA,’  ‘LA  CASE 
AUX  FOLLES,’  ‘DREAMGIRLS,’  AND 
‘FIDDLER’ ...  A  WICKED  DELIGHT!’’ 

— K*vtn  K*lty,  Boston  Olobo 

“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HITT 

-Chuck  Kroumuj,  WCVMV 


JTORAC6  ROOM1 _ ,  J 

f  [ftTTFK  POSTON  PARK  PLAZAl  C 


uesoRt. 

*  329  euzasetti  Stoeet 
key  west,  flop**  33040 
USA  (305)  296-5368 


Please  send  me  free  brochures. 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE. 

ZIP _ 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 

6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  484-8383 

Belmont,  MA  02178 


STUDIO  RED  TOP,  INC.  is  pleased  to  present  a  concert  in  support  of 
racial  harmony  al  home  <$  abroad 

WindSong 

the  music  of  South  African  musician/ activist  Sathlma  Boa  Benjamin 

with  Sharon  Freeman,  fr.  horn  &  pno;  Hilton  Ruiz,  pno; 

Ray  Drummond,  bs:  Idris  Muhammed,  dr 
and  Special  Guests 

The  Semenya  McCord  Quartet 

with  Orville  Wright  pno:  Dan  O'Brien,  bs;  Herbie  King,  dr 

ONE  NIGHT  ONLY  —  Wed.,  Jan.  30,  8:00  p.m. 
Sanders  Theater,  Cambridge 

DONATION:  $8  advance/SlO  day  of  show 
general  admission — no  reservations — tax  deductible 

INFORMATION,  CONTACT:  617/492-8436 

Made  possible  with  support  from  The  Massachusetts  Council  on  the  Arts  dk 
Humanities,  a  state  agency,  and  with  donations  from  individuals. 


Allegra  Productions  presents 

CQ//elberry-dupree 


Saturday,  February  2  •  8  pm 


TOWER 

AUDITORIUM 


Mass.  College  of  Art 
621  Huntington  Awe., 
Boston 

©Arborway  line, 
Longwood  stop 

TICKETS 

$7.50  in  advance 
$8.00  at  the  door 

($2  otf  with  Mass  Coll,  of  An  student  10) 

Available  from: 

•  New  Words 

•  Bodyworks  Gym 

•  Sandy’s  Music 

•  Out  of  Town  Tkts. 

•  Glad  Day 

•  Skippy  White’s 

•  Red  Bookstore 


Sign  language 
interpreted  by 
Laurie  Rothfeld 


For  more  information 
call  (617)  547-1378 


Gay  Community  News,  February  2,  1985 

Gay  Custody  Denied 


By  Jim  Ryan 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  The 
Virginia  Supreme  Court  recently 
ordered  a  gay  man  to  surrender 
custody  of  his  ten-year-old 
daughter.  The  father,  identified  by 
the  fictitious  name  of  David  Roe, 
was  declared  an  unfit  guardian 
because  he  exposed  his  child  to 
“his  immoral  and  illicit  relation¬ 
ship”  with  his  lover  of  two  years. 
The  girl  has  lived  with  her  father 
for  six  years;  her  parents  were 
divorced  eight  years  ago. 

The  mother  had  initially  attemp¬ 
ted  to  get  custody  of  the  child  by 
threatening  to  make  her  ex- 
husband’s  homosexuality  known 
to  his  employer.  He  refused  to 
meet  her  demands  and  she  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  having  him  fired  from 
his  position  at  the  Central  In¬ 
telligence  Agency.  He  threatened 
to  sue  the  agency  and  managed 
through  an  out-of-court  settle¬ 
ment  to  win  reinstatement. 

The  custody  battle,  meanwhile, 
continued  in  court,  and  in  August, 
1983,  Fairfax  County  Circuit 
Court  Judge  Richard  J.  Jambor- 
sky  decided  to  allow  the  father  to 

Houston 
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Houston  spent  about  $100,000  on 
the  campaign,  while  Goodner’s 
forces  had  about  $400,000  to 
spend.  But  not  only  was  CUH 
outspent,  the  group’s  fundraising 
lagged  behind  its  opposition’s 
throughout  the  campaign.  Sue 
Lovell  noted  that  not  until  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  became  in¬ 
volved  late  in  the  campaign  did 
CUH  fundraising  begin  to  get 
community  response. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
under  the  direction  of  former 
mayor  Louis  Welch,  ostensibly 
jumped  into  the  fight  because 
adoption  of  the  ordinances  would 
be  bad  for  business  in  the  city.  But 
according  to  several  people  GCN 
contacted,  the  referendum  cam¬ 
paign  also  became  a  battle  between 
the  city’s  old  guard  of  conservative 
businesspeople  and  the  progressive 
coalition  now  in  power  at  City 
Hall  under  the  leadership  of  liberal 
Mayor  Kathy  Whitmire. 

Whitmire,  in  her  second  two- 
year  term,  has  enjoyed  the  support 
of  the  gay  community;  she  return¬ 
ed  the  favor  by  actively  supporting 
the  measures,  during  the  referen¬ 
dum  battle  and  at  the  time  of  their 
introduction  to  council. 

Sue  Lovell  said,  “It  was  the  last 
gasp  of  the  good  old  boys  to  get 
Whitmire  because  they  haven’t 
been  able  to  in  the  past.”  Indeed, 
last  June,  Goodner  launched  his 
campaign  against  the  measures 
with  a  $50,000  contribution  from 
the  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  a  Houston  bank. 

“We  got  caught  in  a  power 
struggle  between  the  progressive 
coalition  and  the  good  old  boys,” 
said  Carl  Bohannon  of  the  gay- 
oriented  Community  Political  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee.  “These  same 
people  have  tried  to  break  up  the 
coalition  that  has  existed  since 
Whitmire  was  elected  in  1981.” 

A  very  vulnerable  component  of 
that  progressive  coalition  —  gay 
men  and  lesbians  —  was  attacked 
repeatedly  throughout  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Sue  Lovell  said  that 
thousands  of  copies  of  arch¬ 
homophobe  Paul  Cameron’s 
brochure,  “Murder,  Violence  and 
Homosexuality”  were  distributed 
in  the  city.  The  pamphlet  portrays 
a  terrified  child  cowering  under  an 
ax-wielding  person,  presumably  a 
homosexual.  While  queerbashing 
continues,  the  brochure  maintains 
that  gay  people  are  “unusually 
prone  to  violence,”  kidnap 
children  for  sex  and  then  kill  them. 

Ray  Hill  said  that  even  though 
the  CBS  television  network  put  a 
quick  stop  to  the  screenings  of  the 
notoriously  anti-gay  program, 
“Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics”,  the 
screenings  were  nevertheless  a 
“tremendous  blow.”  Hill  said  that 
despite  the  CBS  embargo,  some 


retain  custody  of  the  child.  He 
found  that  the  mother  had  failed 
to  prove  that  her  ex-husband’s 
lifestyle  had  had  any  detrimental 
effect  on  the  child. 

Jamborsky  also  raised  concerns 
about  the  mother’s  health. 
Catharine  Roe,  as  she  is  identified 
in  court,  has  lost  one  lung  to 
cancer  and  continues  to  smoke  a 
pack  and  a  half  of  cigarettes  a  day. 

The  Virginia  Supreme  Court 
unanimously  overturned  Jambor- 
sky’s  decision,  noting  that 
homosexual  conduct  in  this  state  is 
a  Class  Six  felony,  punishable  by 
up  to  five  years  in  prison  and  a  fine 
of  up  to  $1000.  The  court  focused 
on  Roe’s  relationship  with  his 
lover,  accepting  the  mother’s 
allegation  that  the  girl  had  “seen 
the  two  men  hugging,  kissing  and 
sleeping  together  and  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  other  homosexuals  who 
visited  the  home.” 

However  even  the  mother’s  lawyer 
Richard  Byrd,  conceded  that  Roe 
“has  been  a  good  father.  He  has 
done  everything  a  father  could  do, 
given  he  wanted  to  be  a  homo- 


200  copies  of  a  videotape  of  the 
show  had  already  been  distributed 
and  were  shown,  to  smaller 
audiences  until  the  day  of  the'elec- 
tion.. 

Opponents  of  the  measures  also 
made  constant  references  to 
transmission  of  AIDS  into  the 
straight  population.  At  one  point, 
Louie  Welch  failed  to  show  up  for 
a  televised  debate,  citing  fear  of 
“contamination.” 

Bill  Oliver  told  GCN  that  he  ex¬ 
pected  the  participation  of  Paul 
Cameron,  who  made  numerous 
appearances  on  behalf  of  the  anti¬ 
gay  groups.  Oliver  also  anticipated 
that  gay  people  would  be  reviled 
throughout  the  campaign.  “We 
were  prepared  to  deal  with  that,” 
he  said.  “But,  they  kept  most  of  it 
till  the  end  and  used  it  as  a  stategy 
to  scare  people.  That  kind  of 
strategy  to  spook  the  public  only 
works  for  a  little  while  though.  In 
another  week  or  so,  we  would  have 
changed  the  numbers.” 

But,  not  enough  to  win  the  elec¬ 
tion,  Oliver  added.  He  said  he 
knew  the  election  was  lost  when 
the  voter  turnout  topped  ten  per¬ 
cent.  The  formula  for  victory  in 
this  case  was  a  generally  low  turn¬ 
out  with  heavy  representation  by 
the  pro-ordinance  voters. 

At  the  end  of  the  election  day, 
nearly  30  percent  of  Houston’s 
voters  cast  ballots,  more  than  in 
any  other  single-issue  election  in 
the  city’s  history.  Although  Black 

Hollywood 
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of  free  speech  would  have  permit¬ 
ted  the  sign  to  remain  had  he 
chosen  to  go  to  court.  Norman 
Levine,  Held’s  attorney,  told 
GCN  that  he  capitulated  because 
he  wanted  to  “cooperate  with  the 
community.  We  are  trying  not  to 
generate  ill  will.” 

Schulte  disagreed  with  Held’s 
assessment  that  the  slogan  was  on¬ 
ly  historical  and  not  dis¬ 
criminatory.  He  said  that  even 
though  there  had  been  no  recent 
complaints  of  discrimination, 
“the  effect  [of  the  slogan]  was  to 
intimidate  people.  Lots  of  gay  men 
won’t  go  there.” 

Schulte  added  that  he  believes 
the  city  would  have  won  the  case 
had  it  gone  to  court,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  First  Amendment  claims  of 
the  restaurant.  “We  think  we 
could  have  won.  But  we  would 
have  had  to  make  a  good  case.” 

Although  Held  and  Levine 
maintained  the  sign  was  not  to  be 
taken  literarlly,  Kepner  told  GCN 
there  has  been  a  history  of  con¬ 
frontation  between  Held  and  the 
gay  community  over  the  sign.  He 
said  the  Gay  Liberation  Front 


sexual.” 

Jamborsky  had  great  praise  for 
Roe,  noting  in  the  decision  that 
“he  was  always  there  like  a  rock, 
providing  the  necessary  help  for 
the  child.” 

David  Roe’s  lawyer,  Jim  Lowe 
of  Alexandria,  said  his  client  has 
not  yet  reached  a  decision  about  a 
course  of  action  following  the 
Richmond  court’s  ruling.  Federal 
courts  almost  never  get  involved  in 
custody  cases,  although  a  case 
challenging  a  Florida  law  denying 
custody  to  parents  in  interracial 
marriages  was  recently  heard  by 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Lowe  concedes  that  his  client  is 
not  in  a  strong  position,  since  the 
Virginia  law  invoked  by  the  State 
Supreme  Court  panel  effectively 
denies  custody  to  any  parent  who 
lives  with  an  unmarried  partner, 
and  would  apply  to  heterosexual 
parents,  as  well.  As  Lowe  put  it, 
“The  Virginia  courts  have  never 
been  in  the  forefront  of  advancing 
or  protecting  anyone’s  civil 
rights.” 


precincts  gave  the  ordinance  solid 
support,  only  the  Montrose  area, 
the  city’s  gay  ghetto,  approved  the 
propositions. 

The  city’s  gay  organizations  are 
regrouping.  Hill  and  Lovell  of  the 
GPC  vowed  that  their  organiza¬ 
tion  will  continue  its  work 
supporting  pro-gay,  progressive 
candidates  for  office.  Both  men¬ 
tioned  undertaking  community 
education  programs  to  promote  an 
understanding  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  and  their  lives. 

For  Hill,  though,  that  does  not 
mean  hedging  on  matters  of  sex¬ 
uality,  a  point  of  vulnerability  in 
the  campaign.  “If  gay  people  have 
to  become  sterile  eunuchs  to  be  ac- 
ceptable  then  what  is 
acceptance?”  he  asked. 

But  Carl  Bohannon  took  a  dif¬ 
ferent  stance  on  the  issue  of  visible 
gay  sexuality.  Bohannon  believes 
gay  people  will  have  to  clean  up 
their  acts  to  survive  a  rightward 
political  drift  in  the  city.  “We’re 
gonna  have  to  adapt  to  this  npw 
political  movement  or  not  have 
any  rights  at  all,”  he  told  GCN. 

And  Bohannon  had  this  advice 
for  activists  in  other  cities:  “We 
see  no  evidence  at  all  to  refute  our 
belief  that  this  is  the  first  of  many 
campaigns  to  repeal  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinances  in  other  cities.  They’re 
not  gonna  stop  with  us  ...  So  tell 
our  brothers  and  sisters.  ‘Be 
vigilant!’  ” 

— filed  from  Boston 


picketed  and  organized  sit-ins  in 
early  1970  in  an  attempt  to 
pressure  Held  to  remove  it.  Kepner 
said  a  number  of  scuffles  broke 
out  between  the  owner  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  during  this  time.  Held 
evenutally  removed  the  sign, 
Kepner  said,  only  to  reinstate  it 
about  two  years  later.  It  was  at  this 
point,  in  1972,  that  the  slogan  first 
appeared  on  matchbooks.  He  also 
said  the  owner  sold  tee-shirts  with 
the  slogan. 

When  Levine  was  asked  by 
GCN  if  Held  would  acknowledge 
that  the  slogan  was  offensive,  if 
not  illegal,  Levine  said  his  clinet 
would  acknowledge  some  people 
feel  offended  by  it,  but  not  that  it 
is  offensive,  per  se. 

Schulte  said  he  believes  Held 
settled  because  “he  didn’t  want  to 
face  the  economics  of  it  and  he 
said  he  wanted  to  work  with  the  ci¬ 
ty.”  Violation  of  the  ordinance 
carries  a  $500  per  day  fine. 

In  settling  the  case  out  of  court 
Held  maintained  through  his  at¬ 
torney,  “We  hope  the  ill  will  on 
either  side  is  behind  us.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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•w-  -jrban  Aboriginals  is  an  important  new  book 
M  /  which  attempts  to  survey,  analyze  and 
understand  what  is  commonly  called 
sadomasochism  (s/m).  Although  there  have  been  more 
and  more  magazine  articles  —  usually  from  a  very 
personal  perspective  —  on  the  topic,  this  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  only  books  which  attempts  a  wide  scale,  in-depth 
discussion  of  the  topic.  (Michael  Grumley’s  1977  Hard 
Corps  is  a  fine  survey  of  the  scene,  if  somewhat  cursory 
and  anecdotal,  but  it  attempts  none  of  the  breadth  or 
depth  of  Main’s  book.)  Ambitious  in  scope,  full  of 
detail  and  information,  Urban  Aboriginals  presents  us 
with  such  a  wealth  of  material  that  it  feels  weightier  and 
more  full  than  its  scant  200  pages. 

The  very  topic  of  leather,  sexuality,  si  m  (and  all  of 
the  attendant  topics  such  as  piss,  fisting,  bondage,  scat, 
whipping,  domination/submission  and  role-playing)  is 
likely  to  raise  both  eyebrows  and  hackles.  Mains  has 
gone  even  further  and  has  filled  the  book  with 
postulations,  suppositions  and  theories  which  will 
engender  even  more  controversy.  No  mere  “apology” 
for  this  radical  sexual  behavior  to  the  more  vanilla  sex 
world.  Mains  has  fit  together  a  closely  argued, 
elaborately  constructed  scheme  which  places  this 
behavior  in  a  biological  and  cultural  context.  There  is 
much  to  disagree  with  here,  but  there  is  also  much  that 
informs,  provokes  and  enlightens. 

Before  I  get  to  the  disagreements,  there  is  certainly 
call  for  praise.  Mains  has  approached  his  topic  from  an 
anthropological  stance  and  views  this  sub-culture  — 
which  he  called  “leather,”  rather  than  the  more 
common  term  “s/m”  —  as  a  community  which  has  its 
own  institutions,  customs,  laws,  affect,  and 
philosophy/spirituality.  Within  this  community  of 
radical  sexuality,  people  play  out  games,  relationships, 
scenes  and  experiences  which  totally  engage  their 
minds,  bodies  and  very  beings.  By  mixing  explicit 
sexual  descriptions  —  some  of  which  function  as  great 
pornography  —  and  analysis,  Mains  has  managed  to 
bring  to  life  and  examine  the  very  core  of  the  leather 
community.  His  basic  theory  is  that  all  of  the  many 
aspects  of  leather  sex  have  profound  meaning  and  effect 
upon  their  practitioners.  He  discusses  pain /pleasure  in 
complex  medical /biological  terms  and  explains  how 
and  why  bodies  respond  to  extreme  stimuli.  He 
approaches  role-playing  in  terms  of  ritual  psycho¬ 
drama,  and  examines  bondage  as  a  method  of 
meditation.  But  beneath  all  of  these  discussions  there  is 
a  call  for  people  to  discover  the  expansiveness  of  human 
feeling  and  behavior;  to  try  and  find  the  animal  nature 
which  is  hidden,  repressed,  in  all  humanity. 

But  leather  (and  all  that  it  entails)  is  not  just  a  way 
to  have  fun.  Mains  carefully  details  the  psychological 
and  even  spiritual  effects  it  produces.  It  can  be  a  way  of 
dealing  with  the  stress  of  everyday  life,  it  can  force  you 
to  examine  and  re-evaluate  the  concerns  and  priorities 
of  your  life,  it  can  also  lead  to  a  state  of  transcendence 
usually  associated  with  Eastern  religions  or  the  more 
mystical  aspects  of  Western  religion.  Leather  is  not  just 
what  you  do  on  a  Saturday  night,  but  a  lifestyle,  a  way 
of  looking  at  and  dealing  with  the  world. 

Most  of  Mains  arguments  are  persuasive  and 
the  work 


understanding  and  delineating  a  generally  unspoken 
area  of  sexuality.  He  never  falls  into  the  trap  of  trying  to 
play  down  or  make  acceptable  the  harder-to-deal-with 
aspects  of  the  sex-play  (piercing,  shit-eating,  whippings 
which  draw  blood).  He  is  always  respectful  of  the 
sexuality  and  the  role  it  plays  in  his  life  and  in  the  lives 
of  the  men  he  speaks  about.  In  fact,  if  the  book  did 
nothing  else  it  would  be  a  fine  account  of  the  place  of 
sexuality  in  people’s  lives.  But  along  with  all  of  this 
there  are  also  some  arguments  and  suppositions  with 
which  I  am  uncomfortable. 

Mains’  view  of  the  leather  world  as  a  close  knit 
(although  filled  with  vast  differences)  community 
begins  as  a  good  metaphor  for  his  discussion,  but  I’m 
uncertain  if  this  hypothetical  community  exists  with 
such  clear  boundaries  in  the  real  world.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  book  some  of  the  men  that  Mains  has  spoken 
to  complain  of  the  number  of  amateurs  who  are  drawn 
to  their  world:  “people  who  wallow  in  its  opportunities 
for  pleasure  but  know  little  of  its  feeling, for  limits,  its 
attitudes,  and  its  perspectives.”  Viewed,  this  way  the 
leather  world  begins  to  sound  like  a  closed  club.  While 
there  is  a  clear  need  for  any  outlaw  sexuality  to  have  its 
own  defined  space,  there  also  has  to  be  room  in  that 
space  for  newcomers,  acolytes,  and  people  who  may 
eventually  decide  they  do  not  want  to  stay.  To  define 
yourself  so  tightly  as  to  discourage  all  but  those  whom 
you  decide  to  let  in  is  to  discourage  growth.  And  if  what 
Mains  calls  “leather  space”  has  any  radical  social 
potential,  it  is  to  be  a  vanguard,  a  cutting  edge,  for  new 
approaches  to  both  sexuality  and  life. 

There  are  many  approaches  that  could  be  taken  in 
discussing  leather.  Mains  has  chosen  to  explain  himself, 
and  the  world,  in  biological  terms.  He  discusses  in 
detail  the  effect  pain  has  upon  the  body  and  the  mind, 
how  the  body  is  able  to  change  pain  into  pleasure  and 


is 


how  the  brain  is  able  to  expand  —  chemically  and 
electrically  —  and  move  itself  and  the  body  to  new 
vistas.  Much  of  this  material  is  fascinating  (although 
some  is  so  thorough  it  was  tough  going  for  someone  like 
myself  who  barely  passed  biology  and  failed  chemistry 
in  high  school).  It  is  also  important  because  there  is  so 
little  written  about  how  sexuality  physically  affects  our 
bodies  and  how  we  can  use  and  control  that.  But  as  a 
scientist  Mains  leans  a  little  too  heavily,  for  my 
thinking,  to  sociobiology.  Although  he  never  denies 
the  effect  of  politics,  culture  or  social  structures  upon 
the  individual,  he  places  the  greatest  weight,  with  some 
reservations,  on  biological  and  genetic  factors 
determining  behavior:  “ .  .  .  I  argue  for  the  existence  of 
animal-derived  motivations  within  human  nature  that 
vary  genetically  from  individual  to  individual  .  .  .  Thus 
a  person  can  inherit  a  combination  of  genes  that  create 
a  strong  urge  to  dominate.”  While  it  is  true  that  Mains 
has  proper  qualms  about  the  potential  misuse  of 
scientific  evidence  and  cites  S.J.  Gould’s  excellent  The 
Mismeasurement  of  Man,  his  strong  sociobiological  bias 
comes  through.  And  although  all  of  the  scientific  data 
he  presents  is  very  interesting,  many  times  it  feels  out  of 
proportion  to  the  other,  more  cultural,  data  he  might 
present. 

This  tangentially  approaches  another  problem 
with  the  book.  Mains  states  again  and  again  that  one  of 
the  main  reasons  to  engage  in  leathersex  is  because  it  is 
pleasurable.  But  much  of  his  analysis,  and  evidence,  is 
concretely  presented  as  a  scientific  study  of  opioids, 
sensors,  and  nerve  fibers.  Pleasure  is  conceived  of  as  a 
purely  physical  entity,  physically  induced  and 
experienced.  There  is  very  little  discussion  of  the 
imagination  and  of  the  expanding  capabilities  of  the 
mind  to  create  and  re-create  pleasure.  Concurrent  with 
this  are  several  statements  which  imply,  indirectly,  that 
Mains  is  somewhat  suspicious  of  unbounded  pleasure. 
After  the  discussion  of  the  novices  who  “wallow  in 
[s/m’s]  opportunities  for  pleasure,”  Mains  then  goes  on 
to  comment:  “The  transition  to  uncontrolled 
indulgence  within  Jeather  is  reflective  of  a  similar  trend 
within  the  Gay  community  over  the  past  decade  of  its 
liberation.”  Perhaps  caught  up  with  the  joys  of  created 
tensions,  Mains  has  taken  a  dimmer  view  of  unalloyed, 
outright,  unbounded  pleasure.  His  urging  that  the 
body  be  better  understood  in  order  to  experience  it 
within  wider  boundaries  is  well  taken,  but  the  same  is 
also  true  of  the  mind  and  the  imagination.  By  relying 
primarily  on  scientific  data,  Mains  has  ignored  the  other 
aspects  of  human  existence  and  capabilities  for 
pleasure. 

There  are  other  smaller  quibbles  with  some  aspects 
of  the  book.  I  think  Mains  underestimates  the  use  of 
drugs  among  leatherpeople,  possibly  because  they  are 
not  really  essential  to  the  sheer  physical  highs  the  body 
itself  can  produce.  And  at  times  I  think  he  has  a 
love/hate  relationship  with  certain  aspects  of  Western 
religions,  admiring  the  discipline  they  encourage  to 
promote  transcendence,  while  at  the  same  time 
distrusting  their  basic,  repressive  tenets.  And  finally, 
there  is  an  attitude  which  pervades  sections  of  the  book 
and  seems  to  indicate  that  he  views  leather  activity  as 
more  therapeutic  than  fun.  “Leather  is  another  form  of 
the  human  potential  movement,”  states  one  of  the  men 
he  speaks  with.  And  while  Mains  does  argue  with  him, 
this  is  a  boldly  stated  view  of  a  theme  which  does  run 
deeply  through  Mains’  examples  and  analysis. 

There  is  so  little  written  about  sexuality,  and  about 
radical  forms  of  sexuality,  that  it  is  a  joy  to  have  a  book 
as  well-informed  and  provocative  as  Urban  Aboriginals . 
I  do  not  agree  with  everything  Mains  writes,  but  these 
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Two  and  a  half  years  later,  the  infamous  Barnard 
sex  conference  still  marks  time  for  us,  like  a 
Woodstock /watershed  in  our  community. 
Lesbians  interested  in  issues  of  sexuality  ask  each  other, 
“Were  you  there?”  Many  women  outside  of  New  York 
City  had  little  sense  of  its  happening,  much  less  what 
would  happen  there.  Even  out  in  the  rural  boondocks, 
lesbians  lusted  for  it,  but  only  after  the  fact. 

In  1982,  one  of  us  had  just  begun  a  dissertation  on 
sexuality  and  so,  hopped  an  obscenely  early  bus  to  New 
York.  Staggering  toward  the  conference  site,  she  saw 
women  leafletting  conference-goers  and  headed  toward 
a  table  with  nice-looking  T-shirts  that  read  “For  a 
Feminist  Sexuality”  on  the  front.  “I’m  for  that,”  she 
thought  and  pulled  out  some  money  to  buy  one.  She 
stopped  in  mid-purchase  when  she  noticed  the  shirt’s 
backside:  “Against  S/M.”  She  hustled  off,  only  to  be 
swept  up  in  what  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  con¬ 
tentious  meetings  the  feminist  movement  would  see. 
For  an  unsuspecting  out-of-towner,  it  was  an  often  con¬ 
fusing,  but  never  boring,  day. 

For  example,  a  speaker  at  an  afternoon  workshop 
put  aside  her  prepared  spech  to  deliver  an  impassioned 
monlogue  on  her  sexual  proclivities,  as  though  the 
audience  opposed  her.  Our  conference-goer  was 
prompted  to  think,  “I  don’t  care  what  this  woman  does 
in  bed.  Why  is  she  so  mad  at  me  about  it?”  In  retro¬ 
spect  the  speaker’s  level  of  anger  and  defensiveness 
made  sense,  given  the  attacks  by  Women  Against 
Pornography  on  her  sexuality.  But  at  the  time,  our  con¬ 
ference-goer  had  been  looking  forward  to  the 
presentation,  and  wanted  a  more  detailed  and  reasoned 
explanation  of  why  she  wouldn’t  be  hearing  it. 

Much  of  the  information  about  the  conference  that 
filtered  out  to  those  who  weren’t  there  had  to  do  with' 
the  controversies  that  arose  over  porn,  S/M  and  correct 
sex.  Although  a  significant  amount  of  criticism  in  the 
book  and  at  the  conference  was  directed  toward  WAP’s 
analysis  of  pornography  and  sex,  Pleasure  and  Danger 
reveals  a  much  richer  conference  agenda  and  addresses 
many  more  topics  than  pornography  and  sado¬ 
masochism. 

The  book  reflects  the  spark  of  radical  thinking 
about  sex  in  a  self-consciously  feminist  context,  which 
at  the  conference  was  juxtaposed  with  conference 
protesters  clamoring  for  censorship  in  the  name  of 
feminism.  The  polarization  so  evident  at  that  con¬ 
ference  is  visible  two  and  a  half  years  later  in  the  anti¬ 
porn /anti-censorship  skirmishes  over  pornography 
legislation.  And  many  “alums”  of  the  Barnard 
conference  are  still  engaged  in  a  vigorous  struggle  over 
definitions  of  appropriate  sexuality. 

Recent  sex  dialogues  that  have  been  distilled  into 
SM  or  pornography  have  short-circuited  our  earlier 
discussions  that  included  butch  /femme,  body  image, 
teen-aged  sexuality  and  disability.  The  publication  of 
Pleasure  and  Danger  shatters  such  narrow  conceptuali¬ 
zations.  It  also  contributes  to  the  creation  of  a  more 
precise  sexual  vocabulary,  described  by  Esther  Newton 
and  Shirley  Walton  in  “The  Misunderstanding,”  which 
takes  into  account  the  difference  between  the  persons 
we  must  be  to  function  in  the  world  and  what  pleases 
and  excites  us  in  sex. 

A  recurring  theme  of  the  possibilities  for  both 
pleasure  and  danger  in  sex  unifies  the  book.  Amber 
Hollibaugh  sums  this  up  in  her  closing  address: 

Our  collective  fear  of  the  dangers  of  sexuality  has 
forced  us  into  a  position  where  we  have  created  a  theory 
from  the  body  of  damage  done  us.  We  have  marked  out  a 
smaller  and  smaller  space  for  feminists  to  be  sexual  in 
and  few  or  actual  ways  for  physical  feelings  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  “correct.”...  We  have  accepted  a  diminished  set 
of  alternatives  and  become  paralyzed  by  the  fear. 

But  there  is  another  way  that’s  more  difficult  and 
demands  we  take  a  riskier  stance  to  define  and  act  on  our 
desires.  We  can  begin  to  claim  our  right  to  fight,  to 
experiment,  to  demand  knowledge  and  education  about 
sex.  We  can  begin  in  another  spot,  saying  that  there  is 
too  much  we  don’t  know  yet  to  close  any  doors  that  a 
woman  enters  to  try  and  capture  her  sexual  feelings.  We 
can  say  that  our  sexuality  is  more  complex  than  the  things 
that  have  been  done  to  us  and  that  we  gain  power 
through  our  refusal  to  accept  less  than  we  deserve.  We 


can  dare  to  create  outrageous  visions,  [pages  406-407] 

The  power  of  this  book  comes  with  its  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  the  real  and  potential  damage  women  have 
experienced  in  sex  while  it  legitimizes  the  compelling 
visceral,  and  kinky,  sex  many  of  us  like.  It  encourages 
further  exploration. 

In  her  introductory  essay,  editor  Carole  Vance 
acknowledges  the  problem  of  women’s  status  as  an 
“understudied  group.”  She  invites  both  careful  and  far- 
flung  conversation  about  sex  and  difference,  and  urges 
us  to  resist  making  generalizations  based  on  an  incom¬ 
plete  dialogue. 

Presenters  at  the  conference  and  contributors  to 
the  book  are  predominantly  sex  radicals  and  socialist 
feminists,  with  academics  outnumbering  artists  and 
writers.  Roughly  half  of  the  women  in  the  book  may  be 
familiar  to  readers  who  keep  up  with  current  feminist 
and  gay  periodicals  as  well  as  the  latest  discourse  on  sex 
and  sexuality.  But  by  no  means  is  the  book  limited  to 
academic  papers;  artists  and  poets  get  down  and  dirty 
with  aesthetic  visions  of  the  erotic  frontier. 

A  few  essays  in  this  book  are  too  much  rooted  in 
the  academy.  Both  Hortense J.  Spillers  and  Kaja  Silver- 
man  employ  an  abstract  and  philosophical  style  of 
writing  and  thinking  that  may  obscure  their  message  for 
some  readers.  Ironically,  Spillers’  thesis  that  Black 


women  are  the  missing  persons  in  the  sexual  discussion 
is  put  forth  in  a  long  esoteric  piece  that  does  little  to 
rectify  the  problem  she  so  rightly  identifies.  Dorothy 
Allison,  in  “Public  Silence,  Private  Terror,”  provides  a 
refreshing  antidote: 

In  all  questions  about  sex,  it  is  the  everyday  life  that 
interests  me  most.  All  the  impassioned  rhetoric  serves  no 
purpose  but  greater  obscurity,  if  it  does  not  originate  and 
flow  from  an  examination  of  the  specific  —  how  we  all 
actually  live  out  our  sexualitv  [p.  108] 

Pleasure  and  Danger  re-  .,  like  a  chorus  rather  than 
a  series  of  solos.  Again  and  again,  the  writers  call  for  an 
end  to  our  silence  on  the  subject  of  sex,  more 
experimentation  and  less  judgment,  more  tolerance 
and  less  prescription.  They  support  the  notion  that  sex¬ 
uality  is  socially  constructed  and  weave  this  theme 
throughout  the  book,  whether  the  specific  subject  is 
body  image,  adolescent  sexual  behavior,  butch/femme 
roles,  SM  or  abortion  rights  activism. 

The  importance  of  this  constructivist  perspective,  as 
opposed  to  a  theory  of  sexual  essentialism  which  posits 
sexuality  as  biologically  determined,  is  that  it  allows  us 
to  think  about  sex  within  a  social,  historical  and  cultural 
context.  We  can  ask  questions  which  recognize  the 
importance  of  our  sexual  preference,  our  class,  our  race 
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rours  in  Struggle  brings  us  three  feminist  essays 
on  racism  and  anti-Semitism.  Minnie  Bruce 
Pratt,  Barbara  Smith  and  Elly  Bulkin  take  us  on 
an  in-depth  journey  towards  connections  and 
possibilities.  All  three  essays  are  moving  in  their  levels 
of  honesty,  vulnerability  and  pain.  This  is  a  provocative 
book  that  reflects  the  feminist  movement’s  search  to 
become  a  force  capable  of  moving  society  forward. 
While  laying  out  a  path  for  us,  the  book  also  reflects 
how  far  we  still  must  go.  And  while  the  essays  push 
open  new  progressive  territory  for  us,  they  also  leave 
closed  certain  other  areas.  All  in  all,  the  book  is  so  very 
important,  needing  only  for  the  movement  to  take  up 
these  issues  more  deeply,  more  thoroughly. 

In  the  first  essay,  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt,  a  white 
woman,  describes  growing  up  in  the  South  where 
“...Laura  Cates,  a  Black  and  a  servant,  was  responsible 
for  me;  that  I  had  walks  with  my  father  because  the 
woods  were  ‘ours’  by  systematic  economic  exploitation, 
instigated  at  that  time,  by  his  White  Citizens  Council.” 
In  coming  to  understand  her  family,  her  father  who  was 
“in  the  grip  of  racial,  sexual  and  cultural  fears,”  Pratt 
realizes  she  must  examine  racist  ideology  within  herself. 
Embarking  on  a  journey  to  learn  the  truth  about  her 
history,  she  uncovers  the  “voices  of  Black  men  and 
women  who  come  out  of  their  graves  to  tell  me... [of] 
the  beatings,  rapes,  murders... [in  their  attempt]  to 
secure  redistribution  of  the  land  and  freedom.” 

This  essay,  “Identity:  Skin  Blood  Heart,”  is  an  ac¬ 
count  of  her  struggle  to  wrench  herself  free  from  the  all- 
encompassing  racist  indoctrination  that  white  people  in 
North  America  are  taught.  Her  work  points  out  to  us  all 
what  white  people  must  be  doing  if  we  are  ever  to  break 


free  from  racist  ideology.  Dealing  with  internalized 
racism  and  anti-Semitism  is  difficult  for  us  because  we 
often  don’t  realize  how  much  it  has  consumed  us.  I 
could  relate  closely  with  Pratt’s  stories.  When  I  became 
honest  about  my  racism,  I  was  shocked  by  the  impact  it 
has  had  and  continues  to  have  on  my  life  —  shocked  at 
how  this  un-noticed  racism  had  rendered  me  incapable 
of  being  a  full  human  being  and  had  taken  me  so  far 
from  the  progressive  person  I  had  sought  to  be. 

One  of  the  things  that  bothered  me  about  this 
essay  is  the  way  it  sometimes  obscured  class  issues.  By 
stating,  “...Today  the  economic  foundation  of  this 
country  is  resting  on  the  backs  of  women  of  color... and 
in  the  Third  World  countries...,”  she  overlooks  the 
reality  that  men  of  color  are  in  a  similar  position 
economically  as  well.  In  fact,  it  is  people  of  color  who 
together  form  the  cornerstone  of  the  rpost  exploited 
labor,  along  with  many  poor  whites.  Without  under¬ 
standing  this  reality,  Pratt  fails  to  see  the  similarity  in 
struggle  and  our  movement’s  potential  allies. 

While  the  Middle  East  is  discussed,  not  enough 
attention  is  paid  to  the  overwhelming  forces  of  anti- 
Arab  racism.  Anti-Semitism  is  used  in  relation  to  Jewish 
people  only.  In  looking  at  the  Middle  East,  Pratt 
describes  a  “theology-shaped  U.S.  foreign  policy”  and 
doesn’t  discuss  the  imperialist  nature  of  the  Israeli  role 
in  that  area.  The  fact  that  the  Palestinians  have  been 
stripped  of  their  land  and  denied  the  most  basic  human 
rights  is  not  discussed.  Can  any  serious  discussion  of 
racism  and  anti-Semitism  afford  this  kind  of  silence? 

Her  section  on  fears  is  so  true.  I  know  how  scary  it 
is  to  stand  up  to  the  men  of  our  culture  and  demand 
that  they  “do  not  do. .  .violence  in  our  names.”  How 
many  of  us  get  held  back  due  to  this  well-taught  fear? 
Her  writing  on  white  privilege  or  “gains”  was  quite 
good  too.  How  much  do  we  lose  if  we  dare  to  remove 
ourselves,  at  a  deep  level,  from  the  frameworks  of  this 
system?  While  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  lost  her  children 
because  of  her  lesbianism,  all  white  people  stand  to  lose 
the  material  security  and  protection  of  white  society  if 
we  stand  in  solidarity  with  people  of  color. 

Barbara  Smith  opens  her  essay  with  honesty  and 
vulnerability.  She  exposes  the  internalized  effects  of 
anti-Jewish  racism,  so  prevalent  in  our  society.  She  also 
opens  this  section  with  her  pain  and  ambivalence  about 


writing  this  kind  of  an  essay,  of  putting  herself  in  the 
position  where  “...by  racist  tradition. ..Black  people 
repeatedly  have  to  teach  white  people  about  the 
meaning  of  oppression."  She  exposes  the  fear  and  the 
potential  of  losing  political  support  and  understanding 
from  other  women  of  color  for  participating  in  writing 
with  white  women  about  racism. 

In  “Love-Hate  Relationship,”  Barbara  Smith 
explores  the  Black /Jewish  women  relationship,  our 
similarities  and  our  differences.  In  our  similarities, 
Smith  describes  how  our  two  groups  are  culturally 
outside  the  mainstream  and  how  neither  of  us  fit  into 
prevailing  standards  of  what  is  considered  beautiful  in 
this  society.  While  what  Smith  describes  here  is  true 
and  can  easily  be  felt  between  us,  it  is  rarely 
experienced.  For  the  most  part,  the  majority  of  Black 
and  Jewish  women  are  totally  divided  by  the  effects  of 
classism  and  racism  in  our  society. 

Also  discussed  are  our  differences.  Barbara  Smith 
brings  out  the  fact  that  while  racism  has  locked  Black 
people  (and  all  people  of  color)  into  the  bottom  rung  of 
our  society,  anti-Semitism  has  not  interfered  with 
Jewish  people’s  ability  to  move  from  the  poorer  sectors 
to  the  middle  classes.  The  effects  of  racism  upon  people 
of  color  in  our  society  are  so  quantitatively  different 
from  the  effects  of  anti-Semitism  upon  white  Jews. 

Why  have  many  white  Jewish  women  tried  to 
make  these  two  oppressions  so  similar?  And  why  have 
many  white  Jewish  women  focused  on  the  anti-Semitic 
remarks  of  women  of  color  in  ways  that  are  out  of 
proportion  to  the  anti-Semitism  being  displayed  by 
white  women?  In  thinking  about  these  issues,  I  could 
not  help  recognizing  the  similarity  of  responses  be¬ 
tween  the  feminist  community  and  the  mainstream 
community.  I’m  reminded  of  the  Jesse  Jackson 
presidential  campaign  and  the  way  he  was  hounded  and 
smeared  by  the  media  because  of  one  anti-Semitic 
comment.  Even  after  Jackson  apologized  and  called  for 
a  coming  together  of  the  Black  and  Jewish  commu¬ 
nities,  the  attacks  against  him  raged  on.  Mean¬ 
while  we  had  such  racist  and  anti-Semitic  folks 
around  like  Ernest  Hollings  (past  segregationist)  and 
Ronald  Reagan  whose  vicious  and  ignorant  comments 
have  never  been  condemned  by  the  general  main- 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


Archetypes  of  Age  and  Youth 


The  Smile  of  Eros 

John  Coriolan 

Gay  Sunshine  Press,  San  Francisco,  1984 
191  pp.,  $7.93 

The  Heart  of  a  Distant  Forest 

Philip  Lee  Williams 

W.  W.  Norton,  New  York,  1984 

221  pp.,  $12.93 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 


Despite  a  certain  surface  similarity  —  each  work 
relates  the  story  of  an  older  man’s  intense  and 
turbulent  involvement  with  a  much  younger 
male  —  these  books  could  not  be  more  different. 
Williams  offers  the  diary  of  a  retired  history  teacher, 
now  in  his  seventies  and  dying  of  cancer.  He  has  refused 
chemotherapy  and  retreated  instead  to  a  country  cabin 
with  the  intention  of  reflecting  on  nature  and  preparing 
his  end.  Yet  steadily  he  finds  himself  drawn  into  the 
lives  of  both  an  old  sweetheart  with  whom  a  romance 
occurs,  is  consummated,  and  a  wedding  planned,  and 
a  young  orphan  named  Willie,  who  becomes  the 
protagonist’s  ward.  With  each,  the  diary  records  a 
stormy  relationship  as  Andrew  Lachlan  only  very 
gradually  confesses  to  himself  that  in  the  past  he  has 
not  loved  well  or  many,  and  that  in  Willie  he  has  found 
both  the  son  he  lost  and  himself  as  child:  vital,  healthy, 
allowed  to  expect  a  future.  None  of  these  admissions  is 
easy  and  Lachlan  often  inflicts  upon  Willie  and  his 
fiancee  the  frustrations  he  experiences  within  himself. 

The  Smile  of  Eros  portrays  a  younger  adult 
(Gunnar  is  42),  successful  in  business,  but  more  and 
more  distanced  from  his  wife  and  children  and,  worse 
still,  overcome  by  a  sense  of  “desolation.”  He  submits 
to  various  homosexual  encounters,  always  feeling 
detached  and  superior,  always  finding  more 
“desolation”  awaiting  at  the  end  of  the  physical  high. 
Jed,  an  adolescent  pizza  parlor  attendant,  changes  all 
that.  From  their  first  sexual  adventure,  Gunnar  is 
smitten,  only  to  discover  that  while  he  envisaged  a  total 
blending  of  souls,  Jed  appears  awakened  primarily  to 


the  glories  of  Gunnar’s  gigantic  cock. 

If  these  two  works  prove  to  be  so  different,  it  is  not 
just  because  one  portrays  a  paternal  relationship 
between  man  and  boy;  the  other  a  gay  romance.  The 
works  diverge  because  one  attempts  to  explore  the 
recesses  of  human  emotion  whereas  the  other  is  content 
to  exploit  stereotypical  gay  fantasies.  To  be  fair,  on 
occasion  Coriolan  seems  concerned  that  the  reader  sense 
a  tug  in  Gunnar  between  puritanical  distaste  for  gay 
activity  and  distinct  enjoyment  of  its  pleasures.  There  is 
even  a  dramatic  moment  in  which  Gunnar  determines 
to  seek  some  understanding  of  gay  men’s  fascination 
with  large  cocks.  But  when  he  approaches  his  intended 
informant,  a  well-known  college  professor,  the  event 
ends  in  a  three-way,  all  questions  forgotten,  just  as 
every  other  serious  issue  raised  by  the  book  eventually 
fades  before  renewed  depiction  of  homosexual  fun  and 
games.  From  cover  to  cover,  cock  size  defines  what  every 
gay  man  lives  for  and,  given  that  Gunnar’s 
predominant  quality  is  his  tool,  no  one  is  left 
unsatisfied.  Moreover,  in  the  tradition  of  Coming  Out 
and  Kevin,  Jed  proves  to  be  remarkably  talented, 
adapting  with  relative  ease  to  Gunnar’s  world  and 
possessing  a  better  sense  of  the  reality  of  interpersonal 
relationships  than  can  be  found  in  his  adult  lover. 

Williams  spares  us  such  simple  portraits.  Willie’s 
initial  interest  in  schooling  is  not  sustained.  He  will  be 
himself,  not  the  fulfillment  of  his  teacher’s  aspirations. 
Lachlin  is  obliged  to  admit  that  he  cannot  change 
Willie,  quite  as  the  reader  is  forced  to  recognize  that 
although  Lachlin  achieves  greater  self-awareness  before 
he  dies,  his  mortality  constitutes  a  blunt  reminder  of 
the  limits  placed  on  human  desire.  We  may  be  able  to 
know  more  about  ourselves,  but  such  knowledge  is  not 
necessarily  power.  Coriolan  leaves  us  with  the  lovers 
entwined,  age,  marriage,  responsibilities  effaced  as  if 
they  had  never  existed.  Neither  of  these  books  has 
startling  revelations  to  offer,  but  it  is  interesting  to  see 
how  by  shifting  his  focus  away  from  the  crotch  for  most 
of  his  200  pages,  Williams  has  succeeded  in  telling  us 
more  about  why  we  seek  love  and  how  it  can  be  found 
than  do  any  of  Coriolan’s  contrived  scenes  of  coupling. 

But  no  matter.  The  Smile  of  Eros  is  a  pseudo- 
serious  piece  of  porn,  complete  with  the  requisite 
number  of  typos.  (Italian  is  particularly  ill-treated. 


Imagine  being  told  that  Butterfly  sang  the  famous  aria 
“Un  bel  dei  vedramo”!)  All  is  insubstantial  escape  to 
the  land  of  the  hung  and  the  happy  and  it  could  be 
argued  that  we  go  too  far  to  expect  revelation  or 
proofreading  to  accompany  such  titillation.  Yet  this  is 
1985  and  further  aspects  of  Coriolan’a  book  merit  a 
final  comment. 

At  one  moment  Gunnar,  about  to  spy  on  his 
beloved  Jed  Tadzec,  insists  that  his  adventure  is  not  a 
retelling  of  Death  in  Venice,  a  remark  not  without  its 
ironic  side.  Aschenbach  dies  because  his  passion  brings 
him  to  linger  too  long  where  the  plague  has  broken  out. 
In  Gunnar’s  story,  passion  draws  him  into  a  world 
where  everyone  swallows  cum,  rubbers  are 
unmentioned,  and  AIDS  has  yet  to  happen.  Whatever 
Gunnar  means  by  his  disclaimer,  death  among  his 
company  cannot  be  long  in  coming.  Or  is  the  absence 
of  AIDS  here  intended  to  be  the  ultimate  new  gay 
fiction?  If  Coriolan  believes  that  gay  men  want  to  forget 
or  pretend  as  well  as  fantasize,  his  rush  to  abet  has 
taken  escapist  literature  beyond  the  merely  erotic.  The 
excitement  and  the  pleasure  he  so  fully  portrays  can  no 
longer  be  separated  from  certain  risks  of  which  he  must 
be  well  aware.  This  fact  is  unsettling  enough,  but  as  we 
peruse  The  Smile  of  Eros,  we  discover  that  Coriolan  has 
received  support  for  his  writing  from  no  less  a  source 
than  the  federal  government. 

Just  above  the  Library  of  Congress  data,  this 
sentence  appears:  “Publication  of  this  book  was  made 
possible  in  part  by  “a  grant  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts.”  One  would  like  to  know  on 
what  basis  this  grant  was  made.  It  cannot  have  been  for 
the  profundity  of  the  book’s  insights;  it  certainly  cannot 
have  been  for  the  brilliance  of  its  style  which  revels  in 
multilingual  pretension  (“the  normal  let-down,  the 
old  tristesse”),  the  archaic  (‘athwart  Gunnar’s  groin  and 
belly”),  and  campy  cutehess  (“one  hand  on  a  swinging 
hip,  Carmen-wise”).  Whatever  the  reason,  in  an  era 
when  gays  have  had  to  fight  to  see  that  AIDS  research  is 
adequately  funded,  how  disturbing  to  learn  that 
another  branch  of  the  government  has  willingly 
underwritten  publication  of  a  book  glorifying  the 
insouciant  performance  of  that  act  in  which  so  many  of 
our  number  have  found  their  death. 


BOOK  BOOK  BOOK  BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW 


Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  January,  1985  •  Page  3 


BOOK  BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

SHORTS  SHORTS 


Hindoo  Holiday,  An  Indian 
Journal 

J.R.  Ackerley 
Penguin  Books , 

New  York 
1983  (1932) 

J.R.  Ackerley,  although  not  well  known  to 
many  Americans,  is  one  of  England's  most 
respected  writers.  The  author  of  only  one 
novel.  We  Think  the  World  of  You , 
published  in  I960,  Ackerley  was  a  prolific 
writers  of  autobiographies,  journals  and 
memoirs.  Christopher  Isherwood  described 
Ackerley’s  My  Dog  Tulip  as  “one  of  the 
greatest  masterpieces  of  animal  literature.” 

Ackerley  says  of  his  own  friendship  with 
F..M.  Forster:  “the  longest,  closest  and  most 
influential  of  my  life.”  So  influential,  in  fact, 
that  Forster  encouraged  Ackerley  to  take  a 
position  as  private  secretary  and  companion  to 
the  Maharajah  of  Chhakrupur  in  India.  Thus 
begins  Hindoo  Holiday,  a  six-month  journal 
of  insights  into  the  customs  of  India  in  the 
early  1920s.  Ackerley’s  observations,  simply 
and  tenderly  told  in  diary  form,  are  of  a  gay 
maharajah  and  his  secluded  world.  Ackerley 
records  with  intimacy  and  humor  a  man 
longing  to  be  more  than  he  is,  wanting  to  be 
as  great  as  the  Roman  kings  he  so  admires. 
Well-read  and  educated,  the  maharajah  tries 
to  reach  outside  India  for  the  recognition, 
honor  and  royalty  he  thinks  he  deserves. 

Through  Ackerley’s  sympathetic  and 
affectionate  recording,  we  see  the  limitations 
placed  on  the  maharajah  by  duty  and 
religion.  Unable  to  travel,  he  tries  to  bring 
the  outside  world  into  his  restrict  domain, 
trying  to  "wine  and  dine”  the  western 
friendships  he  so  much  wants. 

Taking  Ackerley  into  his  confidence,  the 
maharajah  reveals  another  part  of  himself  by 
allowing  him  attendance  into  his  world  of 
young  boys.  The  youngsters,  dressed  as 
Hindu  gods,  dance  for  their  two-man 
audience  the  ancient  stories  of  the  god  Siva, 
and  even  give  an  interpretation  of  the 
emperor  Napoleon,  while  their  ruler  eagerly 
awaits  the  praise  of  his  English  guest.  The 
maharajah  ever  seeks  Ackerley’s  approval  of 
a  youngster’s  beauty,  or  advice  on  bringing  a 
new  boy  into  the  household.  Ackerley’s 
observations  are  sometimes  startling  in  their 
understanding. 

Although  the  least  known  of  his  works  (his 
most  famous  being:  My  Father  and  Myself, 
196.8),  Hindoo  Holiday  is  a  fascinating,  richly 
drawn  tapestry,  a  “peep-hole”  into  a  time  and 
way  of  life  now  forgotten,  and  of  a  man 
Ackerley  says  only. .  .“wanted  someone  to  love 
him  —  His  highness,  I  mean;  that  was  the 
real  need,  I  think.” 

—  Thomas  Hopkinson 

Triangles 

Ruth  Geller 
Crossing  Press,  1984. 

Of  all  thejewish  lesbian  novels  I  have  read, 
Triangles  by  Ruth  Geller  best  portrays  the 
complexities  of  this  dual  identity.  It  succeeds 
admirably  on  several  themes:  a  loving,  yet 
critical,  presentation  of  thejewish  family;  the 
realities  of  maintaining  a  long-term  lesbian 
relationship;  the  effect  of  denial  on  people’s 
lives;  and  the  experience  of  anti-Semitism  for 
American  Jews.  This  is  a  lot  for  one  novel  to 
do,  but  it  works. 

Triangles  is  the  story  of  Sonya  “Sunny” 
Rosenthal,  a  working-class,  Ashkenazi  Jewish 
woman  in  her  thirties  who  is  having  her  first 
lesbian  relationship.  She  has  been  denying 
her  past,  which  includes  a  failed  marriage  and 
a  child  who  drowned.  In  the  course  of  the 
book,  she  is  caught  up  in  struggles  with  her 
family  over  her  lesbianism,  particularly  when 
her  straight  brother  gets  involved  with  her 
lover. 

Denial  is  a  major  theme  of  this  novel. 
Truth  between  family  members  is  denied  in 
both  the  past  and  present.  Sunny’s 
relationship  with  her  lover  almost  falls  apart 
because  of  concealed  truths.  And,  on  a  larger 
scale,  the  effect  of  the  Holocaust  on  the 
family  is  denied,  so  that  the  pain  of  family 
members  whose  siblings  and  parents  perished 
is  ignored.  At  the  end  of  Triangles,  Sunny’s 
family  is  just  beginning  to  admit  to  their 
denial  of  family  secrets  in  the  United  States, 
and  perhaps  from  there  they  will  go  on  to 
accepting  more  of  their  past.  And  Geller  skill¬ 
fully  shows  how  honesty  saves  a  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionship  which  has  almost  been  poisoned  by 
lies  and  denial. 


The  presentation  of  Sunny’s  working-class, 
New  York  Jewish  family  is  wonderfully  and 
excruciatingly  familiar.  There’s  a  hilarious 
scene  when  Sunny’s  sister  tries  to  tell  the 
family  about  her  protest  vigil  at  the  Seneca 
Army  Depot.  Her  father  interrupts  with,  "Do 
we  have  to  talk  about  this  now?"  Sunny’s 
sister  replies,  “Maybe  if  your  generation  had 
educated  themselves  and  tried  to  understand 
and  maybe  stop  all  this  when  it  began,  I 
wouldn’t  have  to  be  doing  it  now."  But  her 
father  responds,  “No  one’s  telling  you  to  do 
it.”  I  know  I’ve  lived  this  scene  many  times, 
and  Geller  captures  the  tone  and  dialogue 
perfectly.  She’s  also  great  at  presenting  the 
Yiddish  dialect  of  her  grandmother,  a  charac¬ 
ter  so  well-drawn  —  well,  as  my  own  grand¬ 
mother  would  put  it,  "Soch  a  ker-ek-tuh,  oy!” 

Because  it  captures  so  well  the  mixture  of 
love  and  judgment  we  feel  for  our  families,  I 
believe  this  novel  will  have  universal  appeal 
to  all  types  of  people,  Jewish,  non-Jewish,  les- 
bian/gay  and  straight.  I  think  it  will  be  a  very 
special  experience  for  Jews  who  have  been  dis¬ 
gusted  by  the  self-hating,  anti-woman  novels 
that  have  been  touted  as  “the  Great  Jewish 
Novel  in  America.”  My  dream  is  that 
Triangles  will  find  as  widespread  a  readership 
as  another  lesbian  novel,  The  Color  Purple , 
has  found  among  Blacks  and  the  general 
population.  I  hate  to  speak  in  such  cliches, 
but  Triangles  is  the  Jewish  lesbian  novel  I’ve 
been  waiting  for. 

—  Maida  Tilchen 


Kindred  Spirits 

Jeffrey  M.  Elliot,  editor 
Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1984 
$6.93,  261  pages 

In  the  so-called  “golden  era”  of  science  fic¬ 
tion,  gay /lesbian  characters  were  treated  as 
misfits,  sociopaths,  villains  and  “unnaturals” 
to  be  pitied  and  scorned.  Gay  characters  were 
virtually  all  weak,  effeminate  snivelers  out  to 
harm  the  heroes  of  the  story.  Lesbians  were  in¬ 
variably  portrayed  as  massive,  muscular 
Amazons  with  sadistic  tendencies.  As  the 
world  evolved,  so  too  did  the  depictions  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  They  became  “human,” 
less  stereotypic.  At  present  great  changes  are 
taking  place  in  the  portrayal  of  same-sex  love; 
however,  there’s  still  a  long,  long  way  to  go. 
For  every  far-seeing  author  who  writes  about 
homosexuality  in  a  realistic  and  sympathetic 
way,  there’s  still  one  who  unleashes  homo¬ 
phobia  upon  the  public  through  the  stereo¬ 
typed  and  hateful  characterizations  in  his/her 
work. 

Kindred  Spirits  explores  the  subject  of 
same-sex  love  through  the  medium  of  science 
fiction-fantasy.  This  anthology  is  the  first  to 
deal  exclusively  with  gay /lesbian  subject  mat¬ 
ter.  As  a  means  of  exploring  alternatives  of 
every  sort,  science  fiction -fantasy  has  often 
been  far  ahead  of  other  literary  forms.  The 
main  premise  of  science  fiction  is  to  permit  the 
exploration  of  areas  beyond  the  so-called 
“norm”  (if  there  actually  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
“norm”).  The  stories  presented  in  Kindred 
Spirits  convey  varied  expressions  of  homo¬ 
sexual  love. 

In  “Vamp,"  author  Mike  Connor  first  states 
“perhaps  not  all  art  corrupts,  but  absolute  art 
corrupts  absolutely.”  “Vamp”  relates  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  Dieter,  a  young,  talented  artist, 
as  he  begins  wqrk  for  K.  Kinchon,  an  artist  of 
worldwide  repute.  In  this  future  North 
America,  where  the  elite  live  and  play  in 
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domed  enclosures  separate  from  the  working 
classes,  Dieter  begins  to  study  the  art  form  of 
“beading.”  The  “bead”  is  a  tiny  three-dimen¬ 
sional  transmitter  that  can  be  put  anywhere. 
In  Dieter’s  first  attempt,  Kinchon  places  it  on 
a  man  from  the  working  classes,  Coe.  While 
studying  the  images  of  Coe  produced  by  the 
“bead,”  Dieter  slowly  falls  in  love  with  him. 
The  story  explores  the  conflict  Dieter  feels. 
Should  he  stay  with  Kinchon  and  a  virtually 
guaranteed  life  as  a  rich,  glorified  artist  he  has 
always  yearned  to  be,  or  leave  it  all  for  a  life  of 
hardship,  poverty  and,  perhaps,  love?  The 
author  explores  the  gap  between  the  de¬ 
generate,  elitist  society  of  the  domes  and  the 
working  population.  He  criticizes  the  world  of 
luxury  and  ease  that  easily  ignores  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  majority.  Connors  evokes  images  of 
apathy  among  the  people  of  the  domes,  of  an 
absence  of  any  true  feeling  for  life,  for  soul 
perhaps.  His  concern  for  the  growing  trend 
towards  elitism  in  our  own  society  is  quite  ap¬ 
parent.  The  parallels  between  the  present 
high-technology  society  of  the  western 
hemisphere  and  his  future  world  are  many. 
His  visions  of  a  growing  void  between  the 
haves  and  the  have-nots  also  seems  to  grow 
closer  and  closer  to  fulfillment  in  our  own 
time. 

“Black  Rose,  White  Rose,”  by  Rachel 
Pollack,  is  a  classic  story  of  a  love  that  perseveres 
despite  all.  White  Rose  is  a  beautiful  young 
woman  with  “skin  so  white,  whiter  and  softer 
than  a  flower,  that  everyone  called  her  White 
Rose.”  White  Rose’s  parents  try  to  marry  her 
off  to  a  wealthy  suitor  but  she  is  not  in¬ 
terested.  Her  parents  sell  her  as  a  kitchen 
maid.  At  a  carnival  she  sees  a  woman  with 
“skin  blacker  than  the  black  between  the  stars. 
To  watch  her  dance  is  to  watch  the  darkness 
beyond  the  earth  flicker  into  life.”  She  is  the 
Black  Rose.  The  two  become  lovers  until  an 
evil  magician  sends  Black  Rose  back  to  her  far- 
off  land.  The  rest  of  the  story  concerns  the  ar¬ 
duous  journey  of  White  Rose  to  find  her. 

All  these  stories  are  based  upon  the  classic 
structure  of  the  faerie  tale  and  are  highly  en¬ 
joyable  (and,  yes,  they  end  “happily  ever 
after”).  But  they  can  provide  much  more  than 
that.  How  many  gay  men  and  lesbians  could 
have  used  these  stories  in  their  youth  as  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  to  an  understanding  of  themselves 
and  their  emerging  sexuality?  I  for  one  know 
that  identification  with  any  positive  homo¬ 
sexual  role  model  would  have  spared  at  least  a 
bit  of  the  pain  and  guilt  I  always  felt. 

The  other  stories  in  this  anthology  run  the 
gamut  of  homosexual  experiences:  a  man 
faced  with  the  question  of  who  there  js  to  love 
when  you’re  the  last  human  alive  on  earth,  a 
future  North  America  where  lifestyle  varia¬ 
tions  of  all  sorts  are  expected,  a  world  of 
women  waiting  for  the  impending  arrival  of 
the  first  men  on  the  planet  in  centuries,  and 
an  analysis  of  the  unrealized  sexual  yearnings 
in  all  of  us. 

Kindred  Spirits  contains  a  grab-bag  of 
stories  concerning  homosexuality.  The  variety 
of  the  stories  is  a  sign  of  the  diversity  within 
the  gay /lesbian  experience.  Some  of  the 
stories  are  pure  fantasy;  others  explore  plausi¬ 
ble  futures  of  humankind.  The  cohesive  point 
of  the  entire  collection  is  the  relevance  each 
has  to  today’s  society,  gay  and  straight. 

—  Tim  Broadbent 

Hot  Off  The  Presses 

In  literature,  history  and  psychology, 
women’s  lives  and  concepts  of  women’s  lives, 
have  become  a  major  interest  in  the 
publishing  world.  Here  are  a  few  more  titles 
to  complete  last  month’s  note  on  new  books 
about  women. 

In  Taking  It  Like  A  Woman  (Random, 
$14.95)  historian,  socialist  and  feminist,  Ann 
Oakley,  takes  a  vigorous  look  at  her  own  life 
and  choices,  and  writes  about  what  made  her 
a  feminist  and  a  self-sustaining  woman.  The 
book  is  subtitled  “A  Personal  History”  but 
Oakley  transcends  that  label  and  makes  clear 
connections  between  the  life  and  the  mind, 
the  politics  and  the  feelings. 

Adrienne  Rich  has  a  new  volume  of  poetry, 
The  Fact  of  a  Doorframe  (Norton,  $9.95).  Ex¬ 
cept  for  16  pages  at  the  end,  the  rest  of  the 
334  pages  are  reprints  from  earlier  books: 
some  of  her  best  work,  but  all  available  in 
other  editions. 

In  the  critical,  rather  than  creative,  vein  is 
Felicity  A.  Nussbaum’s  The  Brink  of  All  We 
Hate:  English  Satires  on  Women  1660-1730 
(University  Press  of  Kentucky,  $15.00).  Hav¬ 
ing  the  outward  appearance  of  a  dry  academic- 
tome,  the  book  is  actually  a  very  readable,  en- 
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joyable  examination  of  a  brief  section  of 
English  literature.  Certainly  not  for  those 
without  any  interest,  but  for  anyone  with  a 
literary/historical  bent,  this  book  is  well 
worth  the  time  to  read. 

Less  so  is  William  H.  Schurr’s  The  Marriage 
of  Emily  Dickinson  (University  of  Kentucky 
Press,  $22.00).  As  with  almost  all  Dickinson 
studies,  this  one  seems  to  be  more  about  the 
author  or  the  current  political /academic 
climate  than  the  “belle  of  Amherst”  herself. 
By  rearranging  the  poems  in  their  (alleged) 
correct  order,  Shurr  infers  that  Dickinson  had 
a  male  lover  and  that  they  had  a  spiritual 
marriage  which  she  documented  in  her 
poems.  True  or  not,  there  are  a  lot  more  in¬ 
teresting  Dickinson  studies  in  existence.  This 
one  is  Only  for  Dickinsonophiles  who  have  to 
read  everything. 

And  if  you  are  one  of  those  people  who 
have  to  read  everything,  there  is  The  Letters 
of  Jean  Rhys  (Viking,  $22.50).  Rhys'  novels 
are  perfect  expressions  of  a  certain  emotional 
attitude  and  detailed  recreations  of  a 
historical  time  and  place.  Reading  them 
creates  the  urge  to  want  to  know  more  about 
their  author.  The  Letters ,  alas,  are  nowhere 
near  as  interesting  as  the  novels.  We  do  get  to 
see  another  side  of  Rhys,  which  is  nowhere 
evident  in  the  fiction  —  a  dreary,  work-like 
attitude  which  belies  the  faded,  expiring  tone 
of  the  novels.  But  the  contrast  is  not  enough 
to  make  the  whole  volume  interesting. 

Jean  Rhys  was  “rediscovered”  several  years 
ago.  Now  may  be  Elizabeth  Stoddard’s  turn. 
The  Morgesons  and  Other  Writings  Publish¬ 
ed  and  Unpublished  has  just  been  collected 
and  published  (University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  $10.95).  Stoddard  was  a  well-known, 
Victorian-American  novelist.  Praised  in  her 
day,  she  has  fallen  into  the  critical  abyss.  Her 
writing  is  striking  and  original;  it  must  have 
seemed  quite  out  of  place  in  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  New  England.  Her  concerns  are  social  life 
and  interpersonal  relationships  with  a 
decidedly  anti-establishment  and  pro¬ 
feminist  slant.  There  is  also  a  wealth  of  critical 
and  bibliographic  material  in  the  volume  to 
satisfy  the  scholar ._ 

Scholars  will  also  be  interested  in  Juliet 
Mitchell’s  collected  essays  Women:  The 
Longest  Revolution  (Pantheon,  $9.95). 
Writing  on  feminism,  psychoanalysis  and 
literature,  Mitchell  has  her  own  special  blend 
of  traditional  academic  thought  and  radical 
new  insights  into  her  subjects.  While  some  of 
her  psychoanalytic  theory  may  border  on  the 
staid  and  somewhat  revisionist,  her  writings 
on  political  theory  and  especially  on  literature 
are  incisive  and  commanding. 

Mitchell’s  net  looks  particularly  widespread 
next  to  Jack  Zip’s  The  Trials  and  Tribulations 
of  Little  Red  Riding  Hood  (Bergin  and 
Garvey,  $12.95).  Tracing  the  fairy  tale  from 
its  earliest  sources  to  the  present.  Zips 
analyzes  it  as  a  tool  for  the  socialization  of 
female  sexuality  and  the  place  of  women  in  a 
male-centered  (and  violent)  world.  Never 
didactic  and  always  readable,  the  book  has  a 
certain  European  marxist  leaning  which  is 
perfectly  palatable. 

From  analyzing  fairy  tales  to  fairy  tale 
analysis,  we  get  to  The  Wendy  Dilemma: 
W hen  Women  Stop  Mothering  Their  Men  by 
Dan  Kiley  (Arbor  House,  $15.95).  A  sequel 
to  The  Peter  Pan  Syndrome  (about  men  who 
refuse  to  grow  up),  this  book  is  filled  with  in¬ 
formation  for  women  who  find  that  they  are 
compulsive  motherers.  Simplistic,  yet  devoid 
of  most  psycho-babble,  the  book  does  make 
some  good  points.  It  is  pop  psychology  with 
more  than  the  usual  basis  in  reality. 

On  a  more  serious  note,  although  a  lot  less 
entertaining,  is  Edwin  M.  Schur’s  Labeling 
Women  Deviant:  Gender,  Stigma  and 
Social  Control  (Temple  University  Press, 
$24.95).  Very  academic,  this  book  provides  a 
good  spelling  out  of  what  most  people  who 
have  thought  about  the  topic  already  know  — 
although  now  it  is  footnoted  and  cross- 
referenced. 

The  four  essays  in  Georg  Simmel:  On 
Women,  Sexuality  and  Love  (Yale,  $20.00) 
are  certainly  provocative.  Simmel,  a  turn-of- 
the-century  German  philosopher  and 
socialist,  tried  to  find  the  conditions  that 
govern  the  contributions  to  culture  along 
gender  lines.  Never  falling  into  the  com¬ 
monplace  assumptions  which  generally  rule 
such  discussions,  Simmel  broadened  the 
discourse  with  theories,  assertions  and 
presumptions,  many  of  which  are  not  on 
target,  but  all  of  which  are  original  and 
thought-producing . 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Lust,  Guilt  and  Authentic  Lesbian  Lives 


That’s  How  It  Was 

Maureen  Duffy 

Hutchinson,  Great  Britain,  1962 
re  print,  Dial  Press,  1983. 

The  Shelf 

Kay  Kick 

Hamish  Hamilton,  Great  Britain,  1984 
distributed  by  David  &  Charles,  Inc. 

Born  of  Woman 

Wendy  Perriam 

Michael  Joseph  Ltd,  Great  Britain,  1 983 
Saint  Martin's  Press,  New  York,  1983. 


Reviewed  by  Andrea  Freud  Loewenstein 


These  three  new  or  newly  available  novels  by 
British  women  writers  have  in  common  a  high 
level  of  craft.  One  doesn’t  wince  or  wish  that  an 
editor  had  stepped  in.  All  three  writers  also  deal  with 
lesbianism.  This  is  where  the  similarity  stops. 

Wendy  Perriam’s  Born  of  Woman,  a  large,  fat 
book  by  one  of  Britain’s  established  novelists,  is  the 
story  of  the  producing  and  selling  of  a  best-selling  novel 
and  the  impact  this  event  has  on  the  lives  of  the  various 
people  involved.  Simple,  plump,  earth  mother  Jennifer 
is  married  to  thin,  sensitive  and  unstable  Lyn,  who  is 
still  under  the  cloud  of  his  dominating  mother  (Hester) 
and  aggressive  half-brother  (Matthew),  an  avaricious 
publisher.  When  Hester  dies  in  her  ancestral  home  in 
the  symbolic  north  country,  Jennifer  unearths  her 
diaries  in  the  cellar.  These  juicy  documents,  which 
cover  the  personal  and  historical  events  of  a  century  and 
are  chock-full  of  recipes  and  household  hints,  are  quick¬ 
ly  spotted  by  Matthew  as  a  money-maker.  Jennifer,  who 
desires  nothing  more  than  to  move  into  the  ancestral 
home,  have  babies,  and  can  vegetables,  is  picked  to  be 
the  straw  author  of  the  book,  the  one  who  will  appear 
on  television  and  at  publicity  tours,  acting  simple  and 
feminine  and  making  everyone  concerned  a  lot  of 
money.  Needless  to  say,  there  are  all  sorts  of  reper¬ 
cussions. 

The  lesbianism  comes  in  when  Jennifer,  frustrated 
by  Lyn’s  refusal  to  make  love  and/or  babies,  gets  it  on 
with  the  17-year-old,  working-class  au-pair  girl,  Susie,  a 
nouveau-feminist  who  likes  women  as  well  as  men. 
Poor  irresponsible  Susie,  with  her  wimpy  ways, 
synthetic  food  and  clothing,  rampant  sexuality,  and 
non-existent  emotions,  is  an  insult  to  both  lesbians  and 
the  working  class.  Jennifer  doesn’t  seem  to  like  Susie 
that  much  —  but  she’s  turned  on  by  the  fact  that  she’s 
pregnant,  and  by  Susie’s  stories  of  making  it  with  three 
men. 

Jennifer  traced  the  tiny  bluish  veins  throbbing  under 
Susie’s  skin.  The  nipples  were  hard  and  stiffening  like  her 
own.  She  was  only  excited  because  of  Susie’s  baby  —  the 
fact  and  closeness  of  it,  the  thought  of  the  man  who  had 
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a  much  broader  range  of  issues.  Two  separate  essays,  ‘Fat 
and  the  Fantasy  of  Perfection”  by  Carol  Munter  and 
“The  Myth  of  the  Perfect  Body”  by  Robert  Galler,  for 
example,  speak  to  the  salient  issue  for  women  of  body 
image  and  the  ways  our  own  bodies  can  become  our 
enemies  rather  than  our  instruments  for  living.  Munter 
says: 

I  think  that  fat  women  —  or  all  women  —  are  always  on 
the  way  from  an  awareness  of  limitation  and  imperfec¬ 
tion,  an  awareness  of  many  different  needs  and  feelings 
which  have  been  impossible  to  come  to  terms  with  in  our 
positions  as  women.  The  impossibility  derives  from  the 
fact  that  women  are  not  given  an  arena  in  which  to  strug¬ 
gle  and  learn.  We’re  taught  to  shape  our  bodies  and  not 
the  world.  If  one  feels  powerless,  imperfections  and 
limitations  loom  enormous.  Needs  in  search  of  fulfillment 
must  be  renounced,  [p.  229] 

Galler’s  essay  on  disabled  women  speaks  further 
about  the  desexualization  of  women  with  physical  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  by  inference,  all  women  whose  bodies 
simply  defy  cultural  expectations  of  “womanhood.”  She 
notes,  “...the  lack  of ‘perfection’  is  equated  with  the  lack 
of  entitlement  to  sexual  life.”  (p.  168) 

In  effect,  this  book  challenges  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  to  surrender  definitions  of  politically  correct  and 
politically  incorrect  sex  and  sexuality.  Muriel  Dimen,  in 
“Politically  Correct?  Politically  Incorrect?”  incisively 
examines  the  evolution  and  danger  of  moral  judgments 
in  the  feminist  movement.  She  peppers  her  piece  with 
entertaining  and  candid  anecdotes  about  women  in 
various  sexual  and  sensual  situations  and  follows  these 
with  elucidating  commentary.  We  recognized  ourselves 


put  it  there.  One  out  of  three  —  that  made  it  more  ex¬ 
citing....  She  wanted  all  of  them  —  Oz  and  Lyn  as  well 

—  all  shooting  sperm  inside  her,  giving  her  a  baby. 

[p.  209] 

In  the  end,  after  helping  Susie  produce  a  baby  she 
really  wanted  to  abort,  Jennifer  predictably  takes  the 
baby  and  rejoins  her  husband.  After  a  bout  as  a  tramp 
in  cold  weather,  he  has  discovered  his  manhood  and  is 
able  to  satisfy  her  once  more.  Long  before  that,  anyway, 
Jennifer  and  the  pregnant  Susie  had  stopped  making 
love. 

"Well,  I  fell  it’s. ..bad  for  the  baby.  Not  physically, 
but. ..you  know  —  as  if  we’re  sort  of. . .perverting  it. 

[p.  247] 

In  her  effort  to  understand  “the  whole  awkward 
business  of  what  she  did  with  Susie”  (p.  248),  Jennifer 
figures  out  what  lesbianism  is  really  all  about. 

That  was  all  they  wanted  really  —  comfort  and  affection 

—  another  body  to  cuddle  up  against,  block  out  the 
anxieties,  [p.  248] 

The  only  thing  I  can  find  to  praise  about  Bom  of 
Woman  is  that  Perriam’s  female  characters  really  enjoy 
sex.  She  isn’t  afraid  to  describe  Jennifer’s  prolonged 
orgasms,  copious  bodily  fluids,  and  generally  flourish¬ 
ing  sexuality,  whether  Jennifer  is  getting  it  on  with  a 
man,  a  woman,  or  herself.  This  may  seem  like  a  minor 
point,  but  it’s  actually  quite  rare,  even  in  liberated 
modern  novels. 

Cass,  the  narrator  of  Kay  Dick’s  thin,  elegant 
novel,  The  Shelf,  also  enjoys  good  sex,  but  happily,  the 
similarity  ends  there.  The  Shelf  is  a  mildly  epistolary 
novel  in  the  form  ot  a  letter  written  by  Cass  to  her 
friend  Francis  to  explain  the  three  love  letters  addressed 
to  her  found  under  the  pillow  of  Anne,  who  has 
committed  suicide.  Cass,  Francis  and  Anne  are  all 
upper-class  British  Catholics  who,  when  they  are  in 
emotional  difficulty,  tend  to  go  to  a  retreat  —  “our 
common  shorthand  for  the  rather  luxurious  establish¬ 
ment  to  which  many  ‘creative’  —  in  quotes,  dear  — 
Catholics  go.”  (p.  6)  Cass’s  tone  throughout  is  con¬ 
trolled,  witty  and  cynical. 

Her  lesbianism,  despite  her  assertion  that  even  as 
an  adolescent  she  was  “already  perfectly  in  control  of 
my  emotional  ambiance,  able,  quite  spontaneously,  to 
focus  on  either  sex”  (p.  15)  is  a  given  in  this  novel.  Les¬ 
bian  relationships  are  gracefully  assumed,  rather  than 
being  treated  as  either  positive  movements  toward 
growth  or  negative  aberrations.  I  found  this  (all  too  rare) 
assumption  a  real  relief.  The  assumption,  wmcn  irec;> 
Kay  Dick  from  the  necessity  of  having  to  establish  that 
lesbians  are  really  and  truly  capable  of  happy,  long¬ 
term,  and  consistent  relationships,  also  allows  her  to 
reflect  in  an  unusually  subtle  manner  on  the  state  of  les¬ 
bian  love  and  its  trappings.  Thus  Cass  thinks  about  the 
experience  of  being  fallen  in  love  with  by  someone  “not 
unattractive”: 

Even  if  one  has  no  intention  of  responding,  one  is  far  too 
human  not  to  feel  rather  pleased.  Horrid  to  admit  this; 
it’s  a  gratification  to  know  that  one  could  if  one  wanted.  1 


when  we  explore  what  we  want  and  how  we  want  it.  A 
theory  of  sexual  constructionism  points  up  the 
malleability  of  sexual  desire  and  behavior  and  enables  us 
to  understand  change  and  fluidity  in  our  sexual  lives. 

Although  uneven  in  quality,  the  book  contains  a 
handful  of  remarkable  essays,  nourishing  and 
provocative  to  the  reader.  Carole  Vance’s  introduction 
and  epilogue,  like  a  camera  held  up  in  front  of  the 
photographer’s  eye,  draw  into  distant  foci  the  theories 
and  analysis  expanded  by  the  other  contributors.  And, 
like  the  Barnard  conference  itself,  Vance  constructs  a 
framework,  posing  illuminating  questions,  leading 
reader  and  writer  into  previously  unexplored  territory. 
She  notes: 

Social  movements,  feminism  included,  more  toward  a 
vision;  they  cannot  operate  solely  on  fear.  It  is  not  enough 
to  move  women  away  from  danger  and  oppression;  it  is 
necessary  to  move  toward  something:  toward  pleasure, 
agency,  self-definition.  Feminism  must  increase  women’s 
pleasure  and  joy,  not  just  decrease  our  misery.  It  is 
difficult  for  political  movements  to  speak  for  an  extended 
time  to  the  ambiguities,  ambivalences,  and  complexities 
that  underscore  human  experience.  Yet  movements 
remain  vital  and  vigorous  to  the  extent  that  they  are  able 
to  tap  this  wellspring  of  human  experience.  Without  it, 
they  become  dogmatic,  dry,  compulsive  and  ineffective. 

To  persist  amid  frustrations  and  obstacles,  feminists  must 
reach  deeply  into  women’s  pleasrue  and  draw  on  this 
energy,  [p.  24] 

One  of  the  most  valuable  functions  of  this  book  — 
as  opposed  to  newspaper  accounts  of  the  conference  —  is 
its  redistribution  of  the  terms  of  sexual  debate  to  include 


believe  Americans  call  it  “taking  a  rain  check”.  Rather  ex¬ 
citing  to  have  such  a  counter  in  one’s  pocket,  rather  like  a 
gambler  with  a  last  lucky  jeton.  (p.  20] 

When  Anne  falls  in  love  with  her,  Cass’s  ironic 
disillusionment  keeps  her  at  a  safe  distance  emotionally 
for  some  time.  She  objects  to  Anne’s  promiscuity,  es¬ 
pecially  with  men,  and  to  Anne’s  passivity.  “Had  she 
ever  chosen,  1  wondered.  And  now,  it  looked  as  though 
she  had  chosen  me,  if  the  intensity  of  her  letters  could 
be  taken  as  valid.”  (p.  17)  Anne  tells  Cass  that  none  of 
the  men  have  ever  meant  anything  to  her,  that  she  has 
never  loved  before.  Cass  immerses  herself  in  the  sex¬ 
uality  of  the  love  affair,  but  retains  her  distrust. 

I  was  astonished  at  my  surprise.  I  had  not  expected  this 
exultant  sensuality,  nor  had  I  expected  I  would  feel  so 
much  pleasure  in  her.  As  I  write  there  comes  to  me  that 
anticipatory  frisson  which  she  always  roused....  And  the 
habit  she  had  of  suddenly  opening  her  eyes  and  smother¬ 
ing  me  in  their  brilliant  aura.  That  memorable  line  of 
MacNeice  comes  to  mind:  l  shall  remember  you  m  bed 
with  bright  eyes.  [p.  23] 

Cass’s  refusal  to  trust  is  not  a  happy  one,  and  the 
distant  upper-class  tone  of  the  book  becomes  an  effec¬ 
tive  counterpart  to  its  painful  ending.  It’s  as  if  the  very 
restraint  turned  inward  makes  us  more  conscious  of  the 
pain  and  passion  underneath. 

The  Shelf  isn’t  a  happy  book,  but  in  its  elegant, 
finely  wrought  way,  it  does  give  a  picture  of  lesbian  love 
in  some  of  its  complexity  ,  and  certainly  its  physical  pas¬ 
sion.  Cass  tells  Francis: 

1  think  you  will  agree  that  it  is  right  and  renewing  to 
remember  acts  of  love  because,  in  the  relative  brevity  of 
our  lives,  there  is  not  time  enough  for  loving....  One 
should  be  less  mean  with  one’s  memory  of  love,  bring  it 
out  now  and  then,  let  it  glow  inside  one  as  a  positive 
element  of  experience  to  be  cherished  and  grateful  for  . . . . 

[p.  23] 

I  couldn’t  agree  more. 

Unlike  the  other  two  books,  Maureen  Duffy’s 
That's  Hqw  it  Was,  an  autobiographical  first  novel 
printed  originally  in  1962,  doesn’t  contain  scenes  of 
overt  sexuality,  though  it  does  share  the  easy,  wonder¬ 
ful  lesbian  assumption  of  The  Shelf.  It  is  also  a  story  of 
a  passion,  although  a  much  happier  one,  between 
Paddy  and  her  mother,  Louie.  This  life-giving  passion  is 
lived  out  in  physical  conditions  of  extreme  poverty  and 
hardship,  before,  during,  and  after  the  Second  World 
War.  The  world  of  Paddy  and  her  mother  could  not  be 
further  from  the  luxurious  world  of  the  characters  in 
The  Shelf. 

Louie,  Paddy’s  mother,  comes  from  a  working-class 
East  End  of  London  family  in  which  all  the  children  die 
off,  one  by  one,  of  tuberculosis.  As  Paddy  describes  it: 
“It  was  an  enemy  [Louie]  kept  at  bay,  with  her  only 
weapon,  the  will  to  live....”  (p.  36) 

Louie  manages  to  stay  alive  in  order  to  bring  up 
her  daughter  and  see  that  she  will  have  a  better  life.  In 
and  out  of  the  hospital,  she  is  regarded  as  something  of 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 


in  a  hilarious  description  of  crotch-watching,  a  habitual 
and  private  expression  of  sexual  curiosity  that  neither  of 
us  had  ever  confided  to  the  other.  Dimen  expresses  her 
suspicion  of  sexual  judgments,  preferring  to  leave  doors 
opened  and  unturned  stones  turnable. 

The  book  leaves  us,  then,  with  its  most  important 
message:  feminism  must  participate  in  and  contribute 
to  a  broadening  sexual  agenda,  a  pyramid  effect  rather 
than  a  funnel  effect.  It  is  significant  to  us  that  some 
younger  women  of  our  acquaintance  identify  themselves 
as  sexual  radicals  and  sexual  liberationists  before  they 
identify  as  feminists,  as  though  feminism  cannot 
accommodate  their  sexuality  and  pursuits  of  pleasure.  If 
feminist  theory  can  broaden  the  parameters  of 
appropriate  sexual  dialogue  and  behavior,  it  will  touch 
the  lives  of  women  currently  shut  out  by  a  movement 
that  simply  does  not  help  to  answer  their  questions 
about  sex. 

In  “Search  for  Tomorrow,”  Sharon  Thompson 
poignantly  describes  the  inadequacy  of  feminism  for 
teenaged  girls,  struggling  with  the  age-old  heterosexual 
dilemmas  of  romance,  sexuality  and  love.  She  says  that 
as  feminists,  "we  leave  adolescence  for  girls... in  perhaps 
a  worse  condition  than  we  found  it  when  we  were  our¬ 
selves  taken  with  the  fervor  of  feminism,  and  that  is  a 
grave  betrayal,  not  only  of  feminism,  but  of  women.” 
The  limits  of  sexual  debate  within  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  are  broadening.  Pleasure  and  Danger  provides 
both  primary  source  material  in  the  history  of  this 
debate  and  a  powerful  development  of  these  crucial 
issues. 
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Making  Female  Experience  Sacred 


Pure  Lust:  Elemental  Feminist 
Philosophy 

Mary  Daly 
Beacon  Press 
1984 

Reviewed  by  Sandra  Karp 


Pure  Lust  is  the  latest  work  by  feminist  philosopher 
Mary  Daly.  This  new  work  advances  the  quest  for  a 
meaningful  spiritual  tradition  rooted  in  woman- 
identified  experience.  Daly’s  intellectual  journey 
continues  a  “coming  out  process”  begun  in  The  Church 
and  The  Second  Sex ,  where  she  confronted  the 
ideological  and  institutional  discrimination  toward 
women  within  Roman  Catholicism.  In  Beyond  God  the 
Father ,  she  challenged  the  very  premise  of  male- 
identified  religious  tradition.  In  Gy nl Ecology ,  she 
began  the  preliminary  task  of  describing  the  need  and 
tools  for  creating  a  woman-identified  spiritual 
tradition. 

While  utilizing  the  experiences  and  vocabulary  of 
Catholic  tradition,  Daly’s  recognition  of  the 
redundancy  of  all  patriarchal  ideology  makes  her 
critique  applicable  to  the  totality  of  patriarchal  culture. 
In  Pure  Lust ,  Daly  utilizes  the  vocabulary  of  medieval 
Catholic  theology  as  a  starting  point  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  spiritual  system.  The  book  echoes 
another  medieval  literary  journey,  that  of  Dante,  in  its 
description  of  the  hellish  sadostate  of  patriarchy,  the 
purging  use  of  intuitive  virtues  and  vices,  and  the 
beatific  vision  of  feminist  belonging,  befriending  and 
bewitching. 

Daly’s  style  in  Pure  Lust  deserves  attention  because 
it  is  an  integral  part  of  her  technique  of  philosophical 
exposition.  Daly  deliberately  uses  language  to  challenge 
our  perceptions  and  calls  into  question  the  very  symbol 
system  we  use  to  define  our  experience.  She  begins  an 

exposition  by  drawing  upon  a  common  patriarchal 

understanding  of  a  word.  She  then  broadens  this 
understanding  by  drawing  upon  archaic  and  alternative 
usages  of  the  term.  The  expanded  comprehension 
arising  from  this  process  provides  us  with  a  recognition 
of  the  polarization  of  words  implicit  in  patriarchal 
language.  This  process  of  exploring  language  follows 
the  rhythm  of  the  spiral.  This  rhythm  begins  with  the 
common  definition  and  expands  in  a  circular  direction, 
arriving  at  a  new  and  deeper  point  of  comprehension. 

Daly’s  technique  depends  upon  the  appreciation 
of  the  definitional  and  connotative  quality  of  language. 
She  uses  language  both  to  limit  and  engender  associa¬ 
tions.  Daly’s  spiraling  technique  is  difficult.  I  often 
found  it  layered  rather  than  spiraling,  inhibiting  her 
presentation  rather  than  facilitating  it.  The  variety  of 
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a  medical  miracle  by  condescending  authorities  who 
never  think  of  giving  any  more  help  than  that  needed 
for  survival.  Though  Louie  must  literally  work  herself  to 
death,  she  sees  that  her  daughter  is  safe  and  well 
educated,  and  fills  her  growing-up  years  with  the 
knowledge  of  being  loved  and  deeply  valued  that 
Paddy  will  always  keep.  In  turn,  Paddy  is  her  mother’s 
lover,  her  nurse,  and  her  fierce  protector.  Together  they 
survive  a  bombing  which  buries  them  both  in  rubble 
and  kills  their  nearest  relative,  the  intrusion  of  a 
stepfather  and  his  family,  and  Paddy’s  steady  climb, 
through  success  in  school,  up  the  ladder  of  Britain’s 
class  system. 

Many  writers  have  written  about  their  relationships 
with  their  mothers,  and  in  most  cases  the  relationship 
portrayed  is  a  predominantly  painful  one.  In  the  rare 
cases  where  the  mother  and  daughter  relationship  is 
described  as  close  and  at  least  partially  positive,  this 
closeness  is  shown  to  be  psychologically  unhealthy,  or  is 
described  in  a  cloying,  sentimental  way.  The  relation¬ 
ship  in  That's  How  it  Was  is  never  subject  to  a  con¬ 
descending  psychologizing.  It  is  what  has  kept  both 
mother  and  daughter  going,  and  Duffy  is  never  for  a 
moment  ashamed  of  it.  Duffy  also  manages  to  com¬ 
pletely  avoid  sentimentality,  maybe  because  the  world 
in  whichhercharacters  live  doesn’t  allow  much  softness. 
Both  mother  and  daughter  have  a  hard-edged  survival 
mentality,  but  both  arc  able  to  preserve  a  deep  ability 
to  love. 

Like  the  mother-daughter  relationship,  the 
realities  of  class  are  described  in  a  way  that  is  neither 
self-pitying  nor  sentimental.  The  uneducated  step¬ 
father  becomes  Paddy’s  enemy  and  rival. 

At  night,  feigning  bad  dreams,  I  crept  into  the  bottom  of 
their  bed  or  even  beside  her.  I  no  longer  cared  what  I  said 
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new  and  rehabilitated  vocabulary  often  seemed 
arbitrary,  without  internal  logic.  Her  rehabilitation  of 
the  word  “virtue”  derived  from  the  Latin  vir  for  man 
seemed  a  disingenuous  way  to  incorporate  the  medieval 
philosophical  vocabulary.  Nonetheless,  Daly  s  style 
does  give  her  work  an  unmistakable  identity  challeng¬ 
ing  the  traditional  academic  presentation  of 
philosophical  exposition.  Her  search  for  an  adequate 
vocabulary  of  female  experience  is  both  necessary  and 
courageous. 

Pure  Lust  is  a  double-edged  analysis  of  the 
evolution  of  feminist  spiritual  system.  In  Pure  Lust  Daly 
attempts  to  pare  away  the  accretions  of  patriarchal 
ideology  and  reveal  the  fundamental  elements  of 
emerging  feminist  philosophy.  This  work  is  not  an 
academic  exercise  but  rather  a  strategy  in  the  struggle 
between  feminism  and  patriarchy.  Daly  views 
patriarchy  as  the  source  of  social  evil,  defined  in  the 
oppression  of  women.  All  specific  experiences  of 
oppression  derive  from  the  denial  of  women’s 
autonomy,  volition  and  self-sufficiency.  The  stakes  of 
this  struggle  are  apocalyptic,  resulting  in  the 
armageddon  of  patriarchy  or  of  the  global  social  system. 

The  antidote  to  patriarchy  is  the  continued 
evolution  of  a  feminist  philosophical  vision.  Daly  sees 
this  emerging  in  the  “Race  of  Lusty  Women”  who  are 
participating  in  the  “ancestoral  memories”  of  biophilic 
be-ing  (life-loving  transcendence).  This  race  utilizes  the 
fury  engendered  by  patriarchal  atrocities  to  cut  through 
patriarchal  ideology  in  order  to  name  the  sensory,  social 
and  institutional  experiences  of  women.  Armed  with 
this  new  vision,  the  possibility  of  the  unfolding  of  a 
unified  spiritual-material  sense  of  self  engenders  a  new 
connection  with  other  women  and  nature. 

Daly  believes  that  patriarchy  has  reified  (objec¬ 
tified),  displaced,  plasticized,  and  rehabilitated 
women’s  experience  in  order  to  legitimize  patriarchal 
philosophy  and  institutions.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
detachment  of  women  from  their  own  “homeland, 
customs  and  traditions,”  leaving  them  homeless  and 
disoriented.  Patriarchy  has  robbed  women  of  their 
ability  to  name,  communicate  and  bond  on  the  basis  of 
their  experience.  Pure  Lust  is  an  attempt  to  do  just  this: 
name,  communicate  and  bond  in  female  experience. 

In  the  first  section  of  Pure  Lust ,  Daly  identifies  the 
“prevailing  and  legitimizing  ideology”  of  patriarchy  as 
that  of  sado-masochism.  This  ideology  engenders 
sensory  distortions  in  the  practices  of  asceticism  and 
lying.  Through  such  practices,  sense  distortions  acquire 
a  reality  that  legitimizes  pornography  and  the 
defilement  of  nature.  The  process  of  sensory  distortion 
focuses  obsessionally  on  purity,  obscuring  accounta¬ 
bility  and  rendering  women  scapegoats  and  tokens.  In 
this  manner,  there  is  a  distraction  from  the  actual 
atrocities,  which  are  reinterpreted  through  lofty 
scholarly  rationalizations.  Women  experience  this 


to  him  and  delighted  in  goading  him  like  a  terrier  at  a 
chained  blind  bear,  picking  on  his  ignorance,  his  mis¬ 
pronunciation  of  even  the  simplest  words,  [p.  171] 

Some  writers  who  have  managed  to  change  their 
social  position  in  society  feel  a  necessity  to  deny  the 
crushing  nature  of  the  system;  if  I  could  make  it,  they 
reason,  so  could  everyone  else.  Duffy  never  falls  into 
this  trap. 

I  thought  how  it  was  like  a  long-distance  run  I’d  started 
on,  with  people  dropping  out  all  along  the  way  at  the 
higher  and  higher  examination  hurdles,  until  out  of  the 
sixty-odd  children  who’d  started  with  me  in  the  infants 
maybe  only  two  would  ever  get  all  the  way  to  university. 
And  what  happened  after  that?  I  didn’t  know.  Perhaps 
you  wouldn’t  know  til  you  got  there,  or  was  it  an  end  in 
itself  to  have  run  that  far?  1  was  far  too  busy  running  to 
decide,  [p.  210] 

Duffy  never  condescendingly  glorifies  “the  lower 
classes,”  and  she  never  makes  the  mistake  of  equating 
knowledge  with  intelligence,  or  privilege  with  natural 
taste  and  sensibility.  In  one  of  the  last  scenes  in  the 
book,  mother  and  daughter  attend  a  small  exhibit  of 
Van  Gogh  prints  together.  Paddy,  who  has  been  to 
school  and  learned  to  appreciate  art,  has  a  moment  of 
fear.  “What  would  she  think  of  them?  Suppose  she 
didn’t  like  them?”  (p.  211)  But  Louie  looks  at  the 
paintings  with  an  appreciation  for  their  beauty  and 
uniqueness,  and  a  sense  of  feeling  behind  them  which 
would  have  moved  the  painter  as  it  does  her  daughter. 

Paddy’s  lament  after  her  mother’s  death  is  that  of  a 
heart-broken  lover. 

But  what  I  really  want  to  know  is,  what  do  I  do  now, 
what  the  hell  can  I  do  now?  I  love  her  but  I  can't  go  on 
loving  her,  yet  what  else  can  I  do?  [p.  221] 

It  is  clear  that  she  will  survive  the  loss,  and  that  one 
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sensory  distortion  in  their  ‘  inability  to  feel  rage  against 
the  perpetrators  of  atrocities  against  women. 

The  distortion  of  sense  experience  and  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  archetypes  homogenize  female  experience. 
Patriarchy  guides  this  process  through  the  use  of 
confessionalism,  robbing  a  woman  of  her  private 
thoughts  and  feelings.  In  the  absence  of  a  self- 
identified  female  experience,  women’s  psychic  void  is 
filled  with  the  mediation  of  male  presence  which 
becomes  institutionalized.  Daly  believes  that  only  in 
woman-identified  self-identification  can  the  male 
presence  in  women’s  life  be  banished. 

In  the  second  section  of  Pure  Lust ,  Daly  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  specific  dislocation  imposed  by  patriarchy 
and  alternatives  for  understanding  and  changing 
behavior.  Initially  she  focuses  on  the  disjunction  be¬ 
tween  intuitive  and  logical  reasoning.  This  disjunction 
results  in  the  substitution  of  goals  and  objectives  for 
causality.  In  shifting  the  locus  of  understanding  to  ends, 
patriarchy  rejects  the  ethics  of  means.  The  result  of  this 
disjunction  is  the  logic  of  blaming  the  victim.  Only  in 
the  unity  of  intuitive  and  cognitive  knowledge  is  it 
possible  to  comprehend  the  experience  of  women’s 
lives. 

Another  dislocation  caused  by  patriarchy  is  the 
corruption  of  intuitive  knowledge.  Intuitive  knowledge 
is  supplied  by  passions  (emotions)  which  have  causality 
and  direct  action.  Under  patriarchy  the  passions  become 
plasticized,  that  is,  deprived  of  causality  and  action 
(depression,  guilt,  anxiety,  etc.),  and  potted,  that  is, 
dwarfed  and  expressed  in  horizontal  violence.  Daly 
recommends  the  cultivation  of  virtuous  passions  (good 
habits)  and  the  rejections  of  vices  (bad  habits),  which 
are  both  defined  in  the  struggle  against  patriarchy. 

The  operation  of  this  new  moral  order  is  an  inver¬ 
sion  of  the  patriarchal  rules.  This  inversion  has  occurred 
because  under  patriarchy  women  are  a  “touchable 
caste”  forbidden  to  “touch”  —  -sexually,  emotionally 
and  socially  —  with  each  other.  Women  take  on  this 
attribution  of  sin,  feeling  polluted  by  their  own  status. 
Daly  believes  that  only  in  rejecting  the  fundamental 
taboo  against  female  touching  can  women  tranform 
caste  into  an  allegiance  to  our  own  kind. 

Daly  proposes  that  feminists  acquire  the  sin  of  self- 
love  that  leads  to  the  contempt  of  God.  She 
recommends  a  list  of  old  virtues  transformed  by  new 
definitions.  These  virtues  become  the  building  blocks 
of  a  new  self-conscious  desire  for  social  change. 

In  the  final  two  chapters,  Daly  focuses  her  concern 
on  action  within  the  web  of  social  relationships.  She 
rejects  the  patriarchal  notion  of  belonging  which 
confers  a  prefabricated  collective  identity  upon  women. 
The  patriarchal  devaluation  of  female  experience  has 
narrowed  the  scope  of  women’s  lives,  forcing  many  to 
exchange  autonomous  creativity  for  social  inclusion. 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  7 


of  the  many  things  she  will  go  on  to  become  a  lesbian. 
Outside  of  her  passion  for  her  mother,  Paddy’s  one 
deep  attachment  during  her  adolescence  is  to  her  cul¬ 
tured,  warm;  and  sympathetic  English  teacher.  Her  love 
for  Miss  Tyson  is  not  an  easy  feeling  for  Paddy, 
challenging  as  it  must,  her  love  for  her  mother. 
Adolescent  “crushes”  are  another  hard  subject  in  litera¬ 
ture,  teated  so  often  with  condescending  cuteness,  or 
barely  disguised  shame,  as  if  the  feeling  in  question 
couldn’t  possibly  have  been  “the  real  thing.”  Here 
again,  Duffy  writes  about  Paddy’s  love  and  her  awaken¬ 
ing  sexuality  with  both  pride  and  dignity. 

If  it  gets  too  rough  you’ll  have  to  stay  the  night,”  she 
said,  when  the  evening  was  over.  What  could  1  say? 
Desire  was  so  great  it  became  a  pain  that  brought  fear 
“She  isn’t  even  beautiful,"  I  told  myself,  but  my  hand 
longed  to  go  out  and  trace  the'eurve  of  cheek  and  Hds  ” 

[p.  187]  F  ' 

In  Paddy’s  life  it  is  women  who  have  been 
important  the  strong  passionate  ones  who  count. 
Men  have  been  at  best  a  distraction,  at  worst  an  un¬ 
pleasant  interference.  Paddy’s  lesbianism,  the  natural 
longing  and  mutual  desire  of  woman  for  woman  is 
logical  and  inevitable.  Desire,  like  love,  is  present  in  its 
complexity  and  possibility  of  both  pain  and  joy.  Like 
everything  else  in  this  book,  it’s  not  easy,  but  it’s  real. 

That's  How  it  Was  is  not  an  easy  read.  I  was  in  tears 
during  much  of  the  book.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  was 
applauding  the  courage  and  spirit  of  the  characters  and 
experiencing  their  love  for  each  other.  That’s  How  it 

Was  made^me  feel  proud  to  be  a  lesbian,  a  woman  _ 

even,  at  moments,  proud  to  be  a  human  being. 


Sacred  Female  Experience 
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Daly  envisions  belonging  in  the  context  of  the  choice  to 
be  for  women.  “Woman-bonding,  be-ing,  then,  is  the 
opening  of  Pandora's  box,  which  is  filled  with  the 
richest  treasures.”  (p.  358) 

Pure  Lust  is  also  a  book  very  much  concerned  with 
the  issues  relevant  to  feminists  in  the  1980s.  Daly 
believes  this  is  a  period  of  extreme  danger  from 
“nuclear  holocaust,  chemical  contamination,  escalated 
ordinary  violence,  man-made  hunger  and  disease  and 
mind -rot.”  She  addresses  herself  throughout  the  book 
to  the  on-going  dialogue  within  the  feminist  commu¬ 
nity. 

Daly  is  most  hopeful  of  the  development  of  a 
tradition  of  women-centered  spirituality.  She  is 
supportive  of  the  continuing  struggle  for  reproductive 
choice.  And  she  views  as  daring  the  feminist  anti- 
pornography  campaign. 

She  is,  however,  rageful  about  other  aspects  of 
feminist  culture.  She  opposes  S&M,  believing 
proponents  of  such  activities  “neither  speak  as 
feminists,  nor  for  feminists,”  and  are  inherently  anti¬ 
feminists.  (p.  66)  She  chides  those  who  identify  as 
“gay”  rather  than  “feminist”  for  remaining  libidinally 
bound  to  the  institutionalized  fathers,  (p.  253)  She 
believes  that  the  use  of  self-identification  in  discussing 
issues  is  less  inherently  political  than  generalized  dis¬ 
cussions.  (pp  205-206) 

Daly  is  critical  of  bonding  on  the  basis  of  oppres¬ 
sion  because  it  increases  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
diversity  of  female  experience,  (p.  381)  She  deplores 
single-focus  struggles  because  they  inhibit  the  broader 
struggle,  (p.  323)  She  denies  that  equal  pay  or  the  ERA 
will  achieve  equal  rights,  though  she  supports  the 
efforts  to  achieve  both.  (p.  221)  She  views  the  use  of  a 
purely  economic  analysis  shallow  and  uninspiring. 

(p.  372)  She  deplores  male  mentorship  and  all  those 
who  utilize  such  networking,  (p.  384)  And  she  is 
critical  of  most  women’s  studies  programs  as  bland  and 
boring,  continually  reduced  to  consciousness-raising 
groups  by  the  inclusion  of  males  in  the  programs. 

(p.  324)  ' 

At  the  core  of  Daly’s  critique  of  modern  feminism 
is  the  unstated  and  continual  polarizing  debate  be¬ 
tween  the  dominant  ideologies  of  radical  feminist 
separatism  and  marxist/ socialist  feminism  (often  but¬ 
tressed  by  psychoanalytical  feminism).  Daly  has  staked 
out  her  position  maintaining  fidelity  to  radical 
separatism.  She  begins  with  the  generally  accepted  view 
that  under  patriarchy  “all  men  by  institutional  sexual 
definition  are  in  authority  over  certain  women”  (p.  70), 
concluding  that  this  coercive  asymmetry  makes  females 
and  males  different  species,  (p.  351) 

Daly  rejects  the  premise  of  marxist /socialist 
feminists  that  this  asymetry  is  primarily  rooted  in 
economic  conditions.  She  denies  that  economic 
explanations  define  the  complexity  of  female 
psychological  experience.  In  rejecting  this  view,  Daly 
also  rejects  collaboration  with  males  defined  by 
economic  criterion  as  oppressed. 

The  focus  of  both  these  dominant  movement 
ideologies  remains  centered  on  male  experience.  Daly 
expends  a  disproportionate  amount  of  time  and  energy 
in  defining  the  disjunction  of  female  and  male  ex¬ 
perience.  The  marxist /socialist  feminists  continue  to 
rehabilitate  worn-out  nineteenth  century  patriarchal 
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ideological  adjustments.  Each  is  primarily  dependent 
on  sources  derived  from  male  experience.  Daly  is  un¬ 
comfortably  conscious  of  her  reliance  on  Tillich  and  the 
male-authored  Catholic  tradition.  Marxist /socialist 
feminists  are  still  convinced  that  the  dead  nineteenth 
century  patriarchs  have  more  to  offer  than  the  living 
experience  of  contemporary  women.  As  such,  each  of 
these  “schools”  lose  sights  of  the  problems  of 
contemporary  women.  Daly  cannot  offer  solutions  to 
the  mothers  of  male  children,  because  she  has  con¬ 
signed  their  sons  to  patriarchy.  The  marxist  /socialist 
feminist  cannot  offer  an  analysis  which  validates  female 
autonomy,  volition  and  self-sufficiency.  This 
ideological  polarization  within  the  feminist  movement 
has  outlived  its  usefulness.  It  distracts  us  from  the 
important  work  of  exploring  women-identified 
experience. 

Pure  Lust  is  an  important  work  in  describing  the 
processes  of  the  patriarchy  and  in  describing  the 
elements  for  creating  a  new  feminist  vision.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  work  flawed  in  a  number  of  ways.  First,  Daly’s 
separatism  creates  the  notion  of  a  “Race  of  Women” 
which  presents  both  terminological  and  psychological 
difficulties.  The  rise  of  the  doctrine  of  racialism,  which 
legitimized  the  slavery  of  -  people  of  color  and  the 
holocaust  of  the  Hitler  era,  is  too  recent  in  memory  for 
the  word  “race”  to  be  a  clean  edge  in  cutting  away  the 
accretions,  of  patriarchy.  Psychologically,  women  do  not 
need  to  call  upon  “ancestoral  memories”  to  create  an 
imaginative  reconstruction  of  pre-patriarchal  times.  Our 
pre-patriarchal  experience  is  rooted  in  the  rhythms  of 
our  sensory,  intuitive  and  cognitive  appreciation  of  our 
own  value  and  the  value  of  women  in  our  lives.  Finally, 
the  idea  that  females  and  males  are  psychologically 
unique  holds  in  place  the  sexist  theory  that  those 
differences  make  female  oppression  necessary. 

Secondly,  Daly’s  philosophical  approach  to  the 
central  issue  of  female  oppression  renders  invisible  the 
historical  experience  of  women,  robbing  Daly’s  analysis 
of  its  own  internal  causality.  In  treating  the  history  of 
patriarchy  as  one  unbroken  saga  of  female  oppression, 
Daly  cannot  focus  on  our  successes,  which  might  well 
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reveal  a  women-centered  metholodogy  for  change. 
Philosophy  which  is  not  rooted  in  historical  context  can 
only  describe  disjunctive  phenonema,  often  becoming 
an  inverse  mirror  of  the  oppressive  experience.  Daly’s 
reliance  on  medieval  philosophical  tradition  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  limitations  of  this  approach. 

Finally,  Daly’s  exposition  of  the  central  nature  of 
reality  is  confusingly  presented.  On  the  one  hand,  Daly 
seems  to  embrace  the  traditional  Catholic  view  of  a 
transcendental  reality,  that  is,  an  external  reality 
possessing  more  “realness”  than  human  experience, 
individuals  have  an  inherent  directional  system  (the 
soul)  which  unfolds  in  a  preordained  pattern 
permitting  the  embracing  of  this  reality.  Good  habits 
precondition  the  individual  for  the  acceptance  of  this 
preordained  goal  of  human  existence. 

This  exposition,  even  dressed  in  the  cloth  of 
modern  feminism,  still  retains  the  old  assumption  that 
human  experience  is  deficient  in  and  of  itself.  Yet,  Daly 
also  presents  another  view  of  reality,  one  which  has 
received  considerable  attention  within  the  developing 
feminist  spiritual  tradition.  She  presents  the  idea  of  be¬ 
ing,  an  active  metaphor  for  indwelling  spirituality, 
which  functions  to  identify,  give  meaning  and  commu¬ 
nicate  connection  with  human  life  and  nature.  By 
fighting  the  medieval  battle  of  realism  and 
nominalism,  Daly  has  obscured  her  own  important 
work  in  legitimizing  the  spiritual  value  ot  immanent 
reality. 

Even  with  these  flaws,  Daly’s  Pure  Lust  is  a  brave 
and  daring  book.  It  provides  a  wide-ranging  examina¬ 
tion  of  feminism  in  the  1980s  through  a  challenging 
conceptual  system.  It  summarizes  much  of  the  current 
critique  against  patriarchy.  It  breaks  new  ground  in  the 
use  of  language,  creating  a  new  comprehension  of  the 
language  and  ideas  that  shape  our  experience.  Pure  Lusi 
moves  us  along  on  the  journey  to  envisioning  a  women- 
centered  spiritual  tradition.  It  is  an  important  work  ir 
changing  values  and  making  female  experience  sacred. 
Pure  Lust  offers  an  intelligent  alternative  to  necrophilic 
patriarchal  culture. 
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stream,  the  press  or  the  Jewish  community. 

Instead,  many  of  us,  including  feminists,  chose  to 
continue  attacking  the  one  candidate  who  advocated 
Black  empowerment  along  with  a  progressive  agenda  to 
reshape  this  country.  If  we  dig  deeply  into  why  it  was  so 
important  for  mainstream  USA  (and  the  rest  that 
followed)  to  smear  Jackson,  we  may  fall  upon  the  same 
reasons  why  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  Black 
women  making  anti-Semitic  remarks  than  white 
women. 

In  her  essay  Barbara  Smith  noted,  “Black 
feminists... could  not  help  but  notice  how  Jewish 
feminism  arose  just  at  the  point  when  Third  World 
feminist  issues  were  getting  minimal  recognition  from 
the  movement  as  a  whole....”  Have  we  Jewish  feminists 
participated  in  an  attempt  to  stifle  Black  empower¬ 
ment?  And  if  these  things  ring  true,  how  can  we  stop 
this?  As  Jewish  women  we  need  to  learn  how  to  stand  in 
solidarity  with  people  of  color,  not  in  competition. 
Only  then  we  will  all  become  capable  of  clearing  out 
prevailing  personal  racisms  and  anti-Semitic  stereo¬ 
types. 

In  writing  on  the  subject  of  racism  and  anti- 
Semitism,  I  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  a  more  ex¬ 
panded  section  on  the  Black  American /Palestinian  con¬ 
nection  that  Smith  mentioned  just  briefly,  a  discussion 
of  how  that  is  taking  place  and  why,  and  generally  more 
of  her  own  feelings  concerning  the  Middle  East  situa¬ 
tion.  I  would  have  also  liked  to  have  read  her  opinion  of 
how  this  is  affecting  Black/Jewish  relations.  This  point 
could  not  be  emphasized  enough  given  that  this  is 
precisely  the  subject  that  has  been  and  will  continue  to 
y  be  used  to  divide  us.  Our  talking  about  these  issues  will 
make  any  such  manipulations  less  effective.  My 
problems  with  Barbara  Smith’s  essay  lie  not  with  what 
was  said  but  with  what  was  not  discussed  enough. 

Elly  Bulkin’s  in-depth  essay,  “Hard  Ground:  Jew¬ 
ish  Identity,  Racism,  and  Anti-Semitism,”  looks  into 
the  wide-ranging  issues  related  to  this  topic.  In  her  first 
section,  “Origins,”  she  examines  her  roots  as  a  white 
Ashkenazi  Jew  growing  up  in  the  Bronx.  She 
describes  how  as  a  Jewish  person  she  felt  connected  to 
the  struggle  against  racism.  As  Bulkin  moved  into 
progressive  movements,  she  began  to  think,  “...the 
greater  the  concern  among  Jews  about  anti-Semitism, 
the  less  concern  about  racism.”  Later  she  found  that 
illogical  thinking  quite  difficult  to  undo. 

While  she  carried  this  problem  with  her  into  the 
feminist  movement,  it  was  there  that  she  broke  free 
from  this  false  thinking.  She  describes  being  challenged 
by  the  workshops  and  conferences  (1978-80)  on  issues 
of  anti-Semitism  and  racism.  She  identifies  role 
models,  who  helped  her  immensely.  Also  out  of  this 
wave  of  the  feminist  movement,  Bulkin  had  the 
“impetus  to  explore”  her  Jewishness  and  to  begin  a 
historical  search  for  the  Jewish  anti-racist  tradition. 

In  Extensions’  Bulkin  looks  at  the  development 
of  identity  politics  that  Jewish  women  began  to  explore 
following_such  exploration  by  women  of  color.  She  also 
posirs  the  growth  of  the  Jewish  feminist  movement  as 
related  to  rising  levels  of  anti-Jewishness  in  the  United 
States.  What  I  found  missing  from  the  “Extensions” 
section  was  a  more  critical  analysis  of  the  Jewish 
feminist  identity  movement.  She  does  not  mention  that 
many  of  the  workshops  and  conferences  that  helped 
form  our  Jewish  identity  also  helped  shape  our  more 
thoroughly  zionist  perspectives.  We  need  to  under¬ 


stand,  myself  included,  that  it  is  our  racist  upbringing, 
of  being  white  and  North  American,  that  has  helped  us 
to  ignore,  as  well  as  support,  the  oppressions  of  the 
Palestinian  people. 

In  “Threads”  Bulkin  looks  at  how  anti-Semitism  and 
racism  are  related.  She  discusses  the  Klan/Nazi 
mentality  of  white  supremacy.  In  “Separations”  she 
discusses  the  differences  between  anti-Jewishness  and 
racism.  She  provides  us  with  excellent  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  European  origin  of  anti-Jewishness.  In  this 
section  she  also  discusses  white  privilege  and  the 
ensuing  class  mobility  of  the  Jewish  American 
experience.  There  is  also  a  statistical  profile  of  the  actual 
economic  position  of  Jewish  people  which  will  make 
holes  in  anyone’s  idea  that  all  Jews  are  rich. 

Bulkin  delves  into  the  Jewish  anti-racist  tradition 
in  the  United  States  in  “Left-Leanings.”  She  discusses 
different  periods  of  history  and  reveals  impressive  Jew¬ 
ish  history.  For  example,  during  the  1930s,  40  to  50 
percent  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  United  States  of 
America  (CPUSA)  had  Jewish  participation.  While  the 
Jewish  community  as  a  whole  does  have  quite  a  larger 
degree  of  anti-racist  history  (as  compared  to  other  white 
groups),  we  must  of  course  realize  that  there  is  no 
connection  inherent  between  Jewish  people  and 
progressive  politics.  As  with  any  group,  we  need  to 
understand  their  particular  situation.  In  the  1930s, 
most  Jewish  people  were  very  poor  and  had  just 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  because  of  very  oppres¬ 
sive  conditions  in  other  countries.  Today,  the  Jewish 
community  has  gone  considerably  to  the  conservative 
camp  in  its  defense  of  the  state  of  Israel,  and  many  Jews 
have  moved  squarely  into  the  middle  class. 

In  “Male  Enemy /Left  Enemy”  Bulkin  discusses  the 
left-baiting  and  male-baiting  tactics  used  to  silence 
women  in  the  feminist  movement.  She  also  discusses 
how  these  tactics  cut  the  feminist  movement  off  from 
progressive /revolutionary  movements.  She  examines 
authors  Mary  Daly  and  Andrea  Dworkin  and  criticizes 
the  analysis  that  centralizes  all  our  oppression  in  sexism. 
She  reminds  us  that  only  white  women  can  afford  to 
separate  oppressions. or  claim  .  .sexism  is  more  pain¬ 
ful,  more  damaging — ”  Any  person  of  color  or  anti¬ 
racist  person  who  has  spent  some  time  in  the  feminist 
community  knows,  as  Audre  Lorde  has  stated,  “...and 
beyond  sisterhood,  we  still  have  racism.” 

While  this  section  examines  the  way  the  feminist 
movement  reflects  a  “knee-jerk  anti-leftism,”  I 
experienced  much  anti-communism  in  the  section 
itself.  Her  references  to  the  Soviet  Union’s  anti- 
Semitism  are  examples.  In  Birobidzhan,  the  Jewish 
Autonomous  Region  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Jewish  (in 
particular  Yiddish)  culture  is  preserved  and  widely 
celebrated.  In  addition,  many  Soviet  Jews  deny  the 
anti-Semitic  charges  so  often  discussed  in  the  West. 
(“People  of  the  Soviet  Union  Celebrate  50th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  Birobidzhan,”  Jewish  Affairs ,  March/April 
1984,  pg.  16;  and  “An  Update  on  Jews  in  the  USSR,” 
Jewish  Affairs,  Nov. /Dec.  1984,  pg.  10.)  Upon  closer 
look  at  the  situation  of  Soviet  Jews,  it  can  be  uncovered 
that  much  that  passes  as  anti-Semitism  has  to  do  with 
the  sympathy  and  support  the  Soviet  Union  gives  to 
Arabs,  Palestinians  in  particular. 

In  the  later  sections  of  Elly  Bulkin’s  essay  we  have 
an  in-depth  look  at  the  Middle  East  conflict,  as  well  as  a 
good  deal  of  information  on  anti- Arab  racism.  She 
presents  the  many  different  points  of  view  by  quoting 


various  groups  and  well-known  people.  Her  own 
position  on  Israel  is  discussed:  a  two-state  solution,  with 
Israel  returning  to  its  pre-1967  borders.  She  does  not 
discuss  what  this  plan  would  mean  concretely  in  terms 
of  the  Palestinians  who  would  want  to  return  to  their 
homes  in  the  pre-1967  area.  She  also  does  not  discuss 
Israel  being  also  required  to  give  equal  rights  to  those 
Palestinians  who  now  live  in  Israel. 

While  reading  this  section  I  had  many  feelings 
about  the  ways  the  material  was  presented.  For  one 
thing,  she  wrote  it  in  a  very  individual /persona),  way 
which  took  away  much  of  the  political  nature  and  .con¬ 
sequences  of  the  situation.  Often  I  felt  that  she  tried 
hard  to  make  Jewish  racism  towards  Arabs  and  Arab 
racism  towards  Jews  the  same  thing.  But  the  situation  is 
one  of  power  —  who  has  it,  who  doesn’t.  The  situation 
is  a  very  political  one,  with  certain  people  having  access 
to  land  and  human  rights  and  others  not.  A  United 
States-backed  Israeli  government  is  the  power  bloc  in 
the  Middle  East  that  is  attempting  to  annihilate  all 
liberation  struggles  in  the  area.  In  addition,  the  Israeli 
government  goes  to  the  beck  and  call  of  the  United 
States  government  in  helping  to  prevent  liberation 
struggles  throughout  Africa  and  Central  America. 
These  facts  are  ugly,  but  nonetheless  true.  The  United 
States  and  Israel  are  in  a  right-wing  camp,  where  Israel, 
playing  the  middle-man,  is  doing  much  of  the  U.S.’s 
dirty  work.  Elly  Bulkin  somehow  misses  these  most  im¬ 
portant  factors. 

This  book  was  a  difficult  one  for  me  to  review.  It 
spoke  to  issues  important  to  me,  as  well  as  to  those  that 
are  most  painful.  Both  politically  and  emotionally,  un¬ 
raveling  illusions  about  zionism  has  been  so  long  and 
hard. 

The  essays  reflect  our  problems  in  discussions  of 
this  kind:  problems  that  result  from  the  fact  that  many 
of  us  in  the  feminist  movement  are  cut  off  from  the 
more  general  progressive /revolutionary  movements 
alive  in  our  contry  today;  problems  like  our  inability  to 
discuss  clear  strategy  and  organizational  issues; 
problems  also  of  invisibility,  like  anti-Arab  racism, 
which  pervades  our  society.  Without  dealing  with  these 
issues,  our  feminist  movement  will  never  become  a 
mass,  multi-racial  movement  capable  of  seriously 
altering  our  present  condition.  Too  much  in  the 
movement  is  individualized  and  personalized,  rather 
than  politicized.  As  Barbara  Smith  writes,  “...I  don’t 
live  in  the  women’s  movement,  I  live  in  the  streets  of 
North  America.” 

In  Yours  in  Struggle  we  have  three  lesbian  women 
who  have  bravely  shared  their  honesty  and  process  in 
trying  to  break  out  of  the  racist  and  anti-Semitic  molds 
of  our  society.  This  book  is  important.  It  can  serve  as  a 
foundation  for  us. 

Leathersex  World 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  1 

are  not  so  much  disagreements  as  separate  ways  of 
viewing  the  same  topic.  It  is  difficult  to  write  about 
sexuality.  To  describe  without  analyzing  is  easy;  to 
analyze  without  describing  or  drawing  upon  your  own 
experience  is  idle  and  false.  To  combine  the  two  is  to  be 
both  true  to  yourself  and  to  your  subject.  Geoff  Mains 
has  written  both  from  the  mind  and  from  the  body, 
and  thus  has  expanded  our  notions  of  what  we  can 
imagine  and  experience. 


The  Women’s  Review 
of  Books 


AN  INDEPENDENT 
MONTHLY  REVIEW: 


•  providing  information  and  informed  opinion  on 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 

SUBSCRIBE A 


Send  me  Gey  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ _ _ Address _ 

citV - - - - - State _ .  Zip _ 

New  Subscription  _  Renewal  C 


1  year  $29.00  S 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 
I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


incloomg  Canaoa  Ann*,*,  ,K,„M  „ 

whtch  are  greatly  appreciated 


Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions.  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston.  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non  profit  educational  foundation 
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Reagan  Protest 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An 
estimated  400  demonstrators 
braved  sub-zero  temperatures  to 
march  down  the  inaugural  parade 
route  on  January  21  protesting 
another  four  years  of  President 
Reagan’s  policies.  The  presidential 
inaugural  parade  was  cancelled 
due  to  bitterly  cold  weather  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  Capitol. 

“We  think  it’s  symbolic  of  his 
[Reagan’s]  weakness  and  our 
strength  that  we’re  here  today  in 
the  stands  that  he  built  for  the 
rich,”  said  gay  activist  Ronnie 
Commack,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
All  Peoples’  Congress  and  The 
Peoples  Anti-War  Mobilization, 
the  organizers  of  the  march.  The 
stands  Commack  referred  to  were 
several  of  the  hundreds  con¬ 
structed  along  the  parade  route  for 
the  public  to  view  the  presidential 
procession. 

According  to  Commack,  the 
anti-inauguration  event  was 
organized  not  only  to  protest  the 
start  of  Reagan’s  new  term,  but 
also  to  serve  as  a  “stepping  stone” 
for  a  broad-based  opposition  to 
Reagan’s  foreign  and  domestic 
policies  over  the  next  four  years. 


Speakers  at  both  ends  of  the 
march  criticized  Reagan’s  “pro¬ 
rich”  economic  policies,  and  de¬ 
nounced  US  involvement  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  and  South  Africa  as 
part  of  this  administration’s  sup¬ 
port  of  “political  terrorism.”  The 
administration’s  lack  of  response 
to  recent  abortion  clinic  bombings 
and  the  President’s  acclaimed 
solidarity  with  anti-abortion 
forces  were  also  criticized  as 
evidence  of  Reagan’s  support  of 
terrorist  activities  in  the  US  against 
women. 

One  woman  spoke  about  the  ad- 
minsfration’s  attack  on  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  demanding 
equal  rights  and  full  funding  for 
AIDS  research  and  patient  care. 

Although  the  weather  condi¬ 
tions  kept  some  groups  around  the 
country  from  coming  to 
Washington,  Commack  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  number  who  had 
actually  made  it  to  the  march. 
“Most  of  the  people  here  today  are 
from  Washington  and  New 
York,”  he  said,  “but  some  people 
made  it  all  the  way  down  from 
Boston.” 


Lynne  Carter 


NEW  YORK  —  Lynne 
Carter,  the  spectacular  female 
impersonator,  died  at  the  age 
of  60  of  pneumonia  on  January 
18,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

Carter’s  longtime  dresser 
and  stage  manager,  Frank  Cor- 
radino,  said  that  “the  under¬ 
lying  cause  of  death  was 
...AIDS.” 

“Mr.  Lynne  Carter’’ 
credited  Pearl  Bailey  with  get¬ 
ting  his  career  off  the  ground 
after  she  saw  him  imitate  her  in 
a  Chicago  club.  In  addition  to 
friendly  encouragement,  she 
presented  him  with  a  wardrobe 
and  copies  of  her  ar¬ 
rangements.  Later,  Josephine 
Baker  tutored  him  in  French 
and  added  three  taxicabs  of 
Dior  and  Balenciaga  gowns. 

Appearing  primarily  in  clubs 
and  cabarets,  in  1971  Lynne 
became  the  first  female  imper¬ 
sonator  to  star  in  a  concert  at 


Carnegie  Hall.  His  appearance 
was  in  “Hooray  for  Holly¬ 
wood,”  a  revue  at  the  St.  Regis- 
Sheraton  Hotel  last  January. 

Fans  and  critics  attributed 
Lynne’s  success  to  his  capacity 
to  interpret  personalities  with 
humor  as  well  as  realism  and 
emotional  depth.  Particularly 
special  subjects,  in  addition  to 
Pearl  Bailey,  included  Marlene 
Dietrich,  Bette  Davis,  Mae 
West,  Phyllis  Diller,  Hermione 
Gingold  and  Eartha  Kitt. 

In  a  1971  interview,  Lynne 
said,  “I  much  prefer  being  a 
man.  Women  have  to  spend  so 
much  time  pulling  themselves 
together,  and  their  shoes  kill 
your  feet.  I  know.  And  they 
don’t  have  the  freedom  that 
men  do.  I  can  walk  into  this 
place  and  that  place  and  go 
anywhere  I  want  to  where 
women  can’t.” 

A  memorial  service  was  held 
January  21  in  New  York  City. 


Lord  Wolfenden 


LONDON  —  Lord 
Wolfenden,  a  social  reformer 
whose  recommendations  led  to 
the  decriminalization  of  sex  be¬ 
tween  men  in  Britain,  died  on 
January  18,  according  to  the 
New  York  Times.  He  was  78. 

Wolfenden  chaired  a  govern¬ 
ment  committee  on  VHomo- 
sexual  Offenses  and  Prostitu¬ 
tion”  from  1954-1957.  His 
report,  published  in  1957  and 
far  ahead  of  public  opinion  at 
the  time,  recommended 
decriminalizing  gay  male  sex 
and  allowing  prostitution  to  re¬ 
main  legal.  Lesbian  sex  has 
always  been  legal  in  Britain. 

Although  Wolfenden  active¬ 
ly  campaigned  for  implementa¬ 
tion  of  his  committee’s  find¬ 
ings,  it  was  not  until  1967  that 
the  Sexual  Offenses  Act  legal¬ 
ized  gay  sex  between  consent¬ 
ing  male  adults  in  private. 

Wolfenden’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  prostitution,  far  less 
revolutionary,  were  also  put  in 


effect  in  1967,  resulting  in  a  ban 
on  street  soliciting,  but  permit¬ 
ting  prostitution  to  remain 
legal. 

Holding  numerous  posts,  in¬ 
cluding  director  of  the  Air 
Trainings  Corps,  a  pre -service 
program  for  boys  15-18  years 
old  who  planned  to  serve  in  the 
Royal  Air  Force  and  the  British 
Navy’s  air  service;  headmaster 
of  the  Shrewsbury  School; 
chairman  of  the  University 
Grants  Committee;  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  British  Museum  in 
London,  Wolfenden  was  con¬ 
sidered  an  advocate  for  young 
people. 

He  disputed  the  claim  that 
modern  youth  were  less  morally 
rigorous  than  earlier  genera¬ 
tions,  saying  that  “the  rising 
generation  has  always  been 
[said  to  be]  going  to  the  dogs.” 

Wolfenden  married  Eileen 
Spilsbury  in  1932.  They  had 
two  daughters  and  two  sons. 


SUBSCRIBE 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DP  .JOHN  C.  BAPNA 
DMD 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


Have  a  Question? 

1  BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 
FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


MARJORIE  E. 
POSNER 

33  ASHCROFT  ST. 
JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


Psychotherapy 

♦  Adult  Sexual  Abuse  Survivors 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
'•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

_ Health.  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED. 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an  escape  from  depression 
or  relationships.  You’re  hooked  if  you  put  yourself 
in  danger  and  brush  aside  worries  about  AIDS. 
Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687^383 
Boston:  437-9643 


l)r.  Jonathan  I).  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


♦  Relationship  Losses 

♦  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

Dan  Joy 
LICSW 
522-9610 

Individual  ♦CoupIe^Group 
Insurance  Accepted 
Cambridge 


enters  its  1 7th  year 

Join  uel=== 

and  receive  a  bonus  issue  of 

Computing  the  Future 

8  iMUM/SIS 

send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Science  tar  the  People 
3C7  Main  9L,  Canfandg*,  MA  02130 

Neme _ 

Address  _ 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


Criminal  Defense 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Domestic  Relations 
Discrimination 
Probate  of  Estates 


Estate  Planning 
Business  Representation 
Relationship  Agreements 
Civil  Litigation 
General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


'16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 


*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 


*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


Gay? 

Lesbian? 

Considering  Counseling? 

Seeking  New  Kinds  of  Relationships? 


—  542-5188  — 

Weekdays  10  A.M.  •  9  P.M. 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown  Location 


Three  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  LeeMsn  CouneeSng  8sntess  (0LC3E 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Men  —  A  support  group  for  men  to  deal  with  Issues  of 

Isolation  and  self  esteem. 

Please  call  Ron  Woxntak,  M.td.  at  GLCS  for  mors  Information. 


Coming  Out  Group  for  Women  —  Ar.  opportunity  for  women  to  receive  and 
provide  support  around  their  emerging  sexuality. 

Please  call  Ted  Freeman,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 


General  Issues  Group  for  Mon  —  An  ongoing  group  with  openings  for  new 
members,  providing  a  place  to  explore  relationship  Issues  of  concern  to  gay  men. 
Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  Ni.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

GLCS  Is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  senring 
the  community  since  1971. 

SlUIng  Ew  Scale  I  Inauranoe  Aocepted'  No  ono  denied  aeretcea  lor  Inability  to  pay 

Special  landing  lor  aloohol-relatcd  countellng 

QLCS  It  t  nonprofit  corporation  • AH  tnauranoa  dalma  IHod  under  CSI 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

f 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Ptaza 
E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

1  800-352  3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


STANHOPE 

1— FRAMERS— 1 

Specialists  in  classic  contcmporani  framing 

\  - - - ♦ — - - - 

The  Gallery  at  stanhope  Framers 
Now  Showing 

a  small,  unusual  &  selected  group 
of  framed  prints  and  posters 


Mickey  Myers 

David  Hockney 

lb 

Andy  warho! 

& 

Others 

_ 

Gift  certificates  Available 

MC/VISA  Accepted 

411  Marlborough  St.,  Boston  262-0787 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
520.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD—g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 


Printing 

Copying 

Typesetting 


Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 
Mon.-Fri.  9-8,  Sat.  11-4 


(617)  723-5130 
131  Charles  Street,  Boston 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  ,  etc. .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia .  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 


NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 


SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world:  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men  s  coverage  only 


Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212  929-77 20  All  books  discreetly 

by  first  class  mall,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 


Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Vou  can't  have  mm 


Without  sexual  pride. 
So,  try  First  Hand, 

The  magazine  that  m 
verything  stand  t 


7/iJje  JCuxJiarC©Q3 


Send  me  the  next  12  issues  of  Firsthand. 
€ndoscd  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $33 
(in  U.S.  funds)  #  (Sample  Copy:  $3.00) 

Name _ 

Address _ 


n 

FIRST 

Lip-  it 

EXPERIENCES  FOR  LOVING  MEN 

Mol  to:  FirstHand  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept.  3,  Teaneck,  NJ  07666. 


Howard  Dill 


By  Bob  Andrews 
.  BOSTON  —  Howard  Dill, 
31,  known  for  his  appearance 
in  the  Cable  TV  program  “To 
Life,”  died  January  7  from 
complications  of  AIDS. 

A  native  of  Lincoln,  Maine, 
Dill  moved  to  Boston  in  1979. 
In  fall  1983,  he  became  a  volun¬ 
teer  for  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  and  worked  on  a  variety 
of  projects,  including  the  very 
successful  Food  Bank  Cam¬ 
paign  begun  this  past  fall.  Dill 
was  employed  as  a  lineman  for 
Cable  TV. 


He  is  remembered  by  his 
friends  and  those  who  knew 
him  during  his  illness  as  a 
strong,  independent  and  gentle 
man.  Dill  fought  AIDS  just  as 
he  had  lived  his  life,  with  quiet 
dignity. 

A  memorial  service  will  be 
held  Sunday,  February  3  at 
2:30  p.m.  in  the  chapel  at 
Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  Family  has  requested 
that  in  lieu  of  flowers,  dona¬ 
tions  be  made  towards  AIDS 
research. 


Embarrassment  for  Bigots 

Name,  Please 


By  Jim  Ryan 

WASHINGTON,  DC  — 
Franklin  E.  Kameny,  who  has 
been  fighting  for'  gay  rights  in 
Washington  for  nearly  three 
decades,  proved  recently  that  he 
has  not  lost  his  knack  for  dream¬ 
ing  up  creative  ways  to  hassle 
homophobic  institutions.  To  the 
utter  dismay  of  New  Right  activists 
in  town  for  the  inaugural  celebra¬ 
tions,  Kameny  announced  that  he 
had  laid  claim  to  the  corporate 
name  of  the  Christian  Voice  Moral 
Government  Fund  (CVMGF),  one 
of  the  most  ruthlessly  homophobic 
political  action  committees  in  the 
city. 

District  of  Columbia  law  pro¬ 
vides  exclusive  use  of  names  to 
bodies  that  incorporate.  In  return, 
corporations  must  file  an  annual 
report  and  pay  a  small  annual  fee. 
The  law  further  stipulates  that  the 
District  must  each  September 
publish  a  list  of  the  corporations 
that  have  failed  to  meet  these 
obligations.  Such  organizations 
are  then  forbidden  to  do  business 
in  the  District  and  the  District  gov¬ 
ernment  may  reserve  the  corporate 
name  until  December  31,  after 
which  time  it  becomes  the  property 
of  the  first  individual  or  group 
who  requests  it. 

Last  year,  the  District  was  three 
months  late  in  publishing  its  list  of 
remiss,  or  so-called  “proclaimed 
corporations.”  The  Christian 
Voice  Moral  Government  Fund 
which  had  failed  to  pay  its  fees  or 
file  its  report  for  the  last  two  years, 
was  on  the  list  published  in 
December. 

Kameny  filed  the  necessary 


papers  with  the  Office  of  Con¬ 
sumer  and  Regulatory  Affairs  on 
January  9  to  reserve  the  corporate 
name  “Christian  Voice  Moral 
Government  Fund”  for  his  own 
use.  The  following  day,  lawyers 
for  the  old  CVMGF  filed  the  late 
annual  report  and  paid  the  over¬ 
due  fees.  The  District  found  itself 
in  a  bureaucratic  bind,  made  all 
the  more  embarassing  by  the  fact 
that  Kameny  was  announcing  that 
the  CVMGF  would  be  undergoing 
a  sweeping  change  in  direction. 

Calling  the  seemingly  defunct 
rightwing  group  “unchristianity 
incarnate,”  Kameny  announced 
that  his  group  would  seek  to  con¬ 
vey  “a  truly  Christian  message. 
And,  of  course,  it  is  obvious  to 
members  of  our  organization  that 
homosexuality  is  perfectly  con¬ 
sistent  with  Christianity.”  Leaders 
of  the  original  CVMGF  were  livid. 

On  January  22,  the  qity  govern¬ 
ment  decided  that  because  it  erred 
in  delaying  publication  of  the  pro¬ 
claimed  corporations’  list,  it 
would  allow  the  fundamentalist 
group  to  retain  use  of  the  name. 

Kameny,  who  says  that  he  care¬ 
fully  followed  instructions  laid  out 
in  the  District’s  incorporation  law, 
is  “exploring  the  possibility  of 
legal  action  against  the  Office  of 
Consumer  and  Regulatory  Af¬ 
fairs.” 

Meanwhile,  he  is  happy  about 
“providing  the  public  with  a  good 
chuckle,  and  having  caused  some 
considerable  embarrassment  and 
consternation  to  a  group  of  nasty 
bigots.” 


Sex  Ed  in  Bars 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  In  what 
could  become  a  model  program 
for  courses  across  the  U.S.,  this 
state’s  gay  health  consultant 
has  begun  training  bartenders 
and  bar  owners  as  lay  health 
educators.  Twenty-four 
bartenders  and  three  bar 
owners  participated  in  Buck 
Harris’  first  official  presenta¬ 
tion  here  on  January  12. " 

Harris,  once  a  bartender 
himself;  designed  the  project 
after  overhearing  a  Cleveland 
bartender  mistakenly  tell 
patrons  that  a  woman  had 
given  AIDS  to  40  men  around 
the  U.S.  “People  are  talking 
about  STDs  (sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases],”  he  said. 
“Why  not  give  them  accurate 
information?”? 

Harris  will  offer  the  course, 
which  explains  most  of  the  28 
known  STDs,  AIDS,  and  safe 
sex  practices,  in  Columbus, 
Akron,  Toledo,  Canton,  and 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  also 
been  asked  to  address 


bartenders  in  Jacksonville,  Key 
West,  and  Ann  Arbor  this 
winter. 

In  January  of  last  year,  Ohio 
health  officials  had  counted  14 
cases  of  AIDS.  The  toll  now  ex¬ 
ceeds  70.  “Clearly  the  problem 
has  escalated,”  Harris  told  the 
barworkers.  “My  major  job  is  to 
scare  people  to  death.”  Michael 
Ritchey,  director  of  the  city’s 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease 
(STD)  program  cautioned, 
“We’re  not  trying  to  spread 
community-wide  hysteria,  but 
to  help  you  respond  to  someone 
complaining  of  a  two-week-old 
cough”  or  other  possible  AIDS 
symptom. 

Ritchey  also  helped  organize 
bar  owners  to  join  in  a  massive 
fundraising  effort  for  people 
with  AIDS  here.  “For  one  of 
the  first  times,”  he  said,  “bar 
owners  are  working  together. 
This  is  exciting,  cohesive  work 
by  people  who  care  about  our 
community.” 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

When  scoundrels  consult  their 
consciences 

they  find  they're  out  to  lunch 
I  do  not  want  to  join  that  bunch 
whose  ethics  change  from  time  to 
time  and  place  to  place 
I  have  to  look  my  conscience  in  the 
face. 

And  I  feel  shame  that  I  have  been  a 
foolish  pawn 
in  someone  else's  game. 

I  wonder  why  I  am  so  shocked  to  be 
naive 

Never  again  a  stranger  trust 
never  a  so-called  "friend”  believe. 
Community’s  condemned  to  dust 
the  human  race  great  joy  to  leave. 
There’s  no  place  to  rest  my  weary 
mind. 

This  world  is  slippery.  I  am  blind. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 
_ (28) 

WANTED  XTRA  NICE  DYKE  WHO 
1.  is  intelligent,  semi  or  prof,  28+  col 
ed  cat  lover,  fun  loving,  open  2.  doesn’t 
play  games  wnts  commitment  3.  likes 
to  dance  party  enjoy  quiet  dull  eves 
together  watch  movies  x-c  ski  bike  ride 
swim  v-ball  read  etc  4.  would  like  some¬ 
one  with  above  characteristics  + 
others.  GCN  Box  105. _ (28) 

Lking  for  magical  connection  w/a 
special  W.  Hope  you  are  attr  strong  in¬ 
telligent  perceptive  w  sense  of  humor 
and  sense  of  self.  Believe  I  am  same.  I 
like  music  dancing  fiims  but  also  walks 
in  the  woods,  and  quiet  close  evenings. 
Love  to  talk  for  hours  over  coffee.  Lking 
for  rlshp  as  well  as  passion.  Want  to 
mess  around?  GCN  Box  106. _ (29) 

LITTLE  BROTHER 

Generous  mature  professional  man 
would  like  to  hear  from  young  man  18 
to21  to  share  New  York  experience  of 
shows  concerts  sport's  dining  and 
traveling.  Replies  with  photo  accepted 
from  all  over.  Alan  Wade  114-41  Queens 
Blvd  Box  168  Forest  Hills,  NY  1 1375.(29) 

YET  ANOTHER  RESOLUTION 
Will  1985  be  the  year  I  turn  a  corner  & 
catch  the  eye  of  a  woman  with  whom  to 
share  films,  fine  arts,  and  Ferron?  If  so  I 
will  have  found  someone  sensitive  to 
gesture  &  the  lyric  of  cardinals  against 
the  snow.  I?  Early  40’s  open  kind 
somewhat  reclusive;  oh  yes  —  and  gay. 
GCN  Box  107. _ (30) 


FAT  LESBIANS 

I’m  interested  in  starting  a  support 
group  for  lesbians  trying  to  lose  weight. 
Group  would  help  members  currently 
on  diet,  or  those  thinking  of  staring 
one.  as  well  as  have  weekly  discus¬ 
sions  regarding  the  political  aspects  of 
appearances,  weight  loss,  etc.  Contact 
Lisa  666-0513,  before  10pm. _ (30) 

BLACK  LESBIAN  —  ISOLATED, 
INACCESSIBLE  —  WANTS  SAME 

If  you  are  35+  travelled  educated  (or 
unafraid  of  same)  —  no  butts  booze  or 
drugs  —  sexually  functional 
uninhibited  insatiable  —  celebrate  all 
things  African  —  has  capacity  for  love, 
monogomy,  fidelity,  exclusivity, 
guilelessness  and  integrity.  GCN  Box 
96. _ (29) 

L,  24,  SEEKS  OLDER  WOMAN 
Where  are  you?  Fun-loving  friendly  L 
looking  for  friend  or  lover  to  share  good 
times.  Just  moved  to  Boston,  love 
sports,  movies  and  dancing.  Very 
romantic  and  sensitive.  Please  drop  a 
line  or  send  phone  no.  PO  Box  183 
Somerville  MA  02143-0183. _ (30) 

MARCHING  BAND 

for  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  forming.  If  in¬ 
terested  call  Greg  236-1641,  Cyndi 
846-8268.  Musical  director  needed.  (29) 


Serving  all 
New  England 


Attractive  GWF  honest,  attectionate 
not  sexual.  I  believe  sex  is  shared  only 
when  two  people  are  in  love  in  a  secure 
relationship.  I  enjoy  the  outdoors 
movies  dining  dancing  and  quiet  times. 
Seeking  a  (fairly)  feminine  Lesbian 
28-45  for  friendship  caring  affection 
and  possible  relationship.  No  games 
drugs  heavy  drinking.  Please  write  GCN 
Box  102. _ (28) 

LF  34  wishes  to  meet  somone  who  is 
honest  sincere  for  possible  longterm 
relationship.  Enjoy  movies  theater  dan¬ 
cing  quiet  times  smoking  is  ok  social 
drinker  no  heavy  drugs  don’t  be  shy. 
GCN  Box  103. _ (28) 

Disillusioned  youth  seeks  proof  that 
grand  romance  is  still  possible.  Prefer 
wild-tempered,  difficult  artist  contrary 
bearded  type.  GCN  Box  100. _ (28) 

PUBLICATIONS 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men’s  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
news,  erotica,  graphics  &  pro-sex 
analysis.  Subscribe!  $1 1/yr.  Single  in- 
ssues  $3.  Send  orders  &  submissions 
to:  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
Send  SASA  for  info. _ (c) 


ALUMNAE/I  GROUPS 

SMITH  COLLEGE  ALUMNAE 
Alumnae  for  Alternatives,  an.  orgnzn  of 
Smith  Alumnae  supporting  our 
lifestyles  and  careers  as  well  as  les¬ 
bian  and  progressive  politics,  is 
developing.  For  more  info:  write  Alums 
for  Alts,  Box  543  Northampton  MA 
01061. _  (28) 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 
OF  HAMILTON  COLLEGE 

Queers  of  Hamilton  &  Kirkland!  It’s 
time  to  organize  that  Hill.  For  more  info 
write  Richard  Burns  at  GCN  Box  57, 167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 11.  (c) 

SWARTHMORE  LESBIAN  &  GAY  ALUM 

It’s  time  to  organize  and  flex  our  $  with 
the  administration.  If  anyone  out  there 
is  interested  in  forming  a  S’more  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Alum  Assoc  of  some  sort, 
please  contact  Hershey  c/o  GCN  167 
Tremont  St.  5th  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111, 
(617)426-4469.  Keep  S’more  DU-free!  (c) 


AUTOMOTIVE _ 

BMW  MERCEDES  SERVICES 

BMW-Mercedes  maintenance  and  Euro¬ 
pean  auto  purchases  services.  Com¬ 
puter  diagnosis,  pickup  and  del.  in 
Greater  Bos.  Area.  Experienced  and  in¬ 
telligent,  references  available. 
Automotive  Metaphysics  + 
Maintenance.  (617)444-9230.  (28) 


FIREWOOD 


COLONIAL  FIREWOOD 

We  will  deliver  +  stack  seasoned 
kiln  dried  New  England  oak  natures 
best  firewood  apt  deliveries  our 
specialty  small  +  large  quantities. 
Call  734-0807. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY/GRAY  MEN! 

60  PLUS  CLUB  IS  FOR  YOU! 

60  or  over  meet  a  buddy  in  your  age 
group  for  caring,  sharing  life,  trips, 
sports,  theater,  hobbies.  Local/na¬ 
tional.  Long  SASE  Bx  103,  606  W  Barry, 
Chicago  IL  60657.  Monthly  listings.  (29) 


GAY  SPIRITUALITY 

GM  Buddhist/Christian  looking  to  start 
group  of  persons  interested  in  alternate 
forms  of  gay  spirituality.  Emphasis  on 
discussion  and  meditation.  Write  w / 
ideas  and  suggestions.  GCN  Box  104. 
_ (28) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst.  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan- 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camo.  Old  Bap  Raps  evry  Tues. 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons.  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885.  Nashua.  NH 
03060.  _ _  () 


SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK1  SDA  Kinship  International. 
Inc.,  since  1976.  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists.  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90078, 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

MOVERS _ 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

►  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

>  LIC.  and  INS. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

1.  Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

2.  Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

3.  Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

4.  Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•  BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for,  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

5.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•  DEADLINE;  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  . 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. . 
ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


it  cle 

£ 


ategory: 

Mead 
Lines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

• No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN ’s  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  wilhm  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 
•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ ,  167  Tremont. St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

1.00 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

_ 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

__ 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

Capitalized  Wds: 

(not  Headlines)  _ 

_  X 

.25 

_ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10% 

15% 

20% 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ .xl.00 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl. 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof:  _ x  12.00  = 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 

SUBTOTAL 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal. 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  wanted  for  3br  Somerville  women's 
household.  Warm  &  wonderful  feminist 
home.  No  smokers.  1  more  cat  ok.  $200 
+  utilities  Dianne/Marn.  625-3910.  (29) 
2LF  seek  ILF  for  sunny  spacious  3br 
apartment  in  Somerville/Cambridge. 
Very  close  to  new  subway.  Available 
Feb  1  $217  +  Call  anytime  776-3643.(29) 

WASHINGTON  SQ  BROOKLINE 
2  LF  seek  roommate  24  +  ,  F  or  M  warm 
apt  w/porch,  study  space,  large  kitchen 
non-smokers,  cooperative,  mainly  veg¬ 
gie.  $200  includ  heat.  Judy,  Felicia 

277-1450. _ (28) 

HOME  ENVIRONMENT-HYDE  PARK 
Large  sunny  clean  7room  apt  2  bedrm 
modern  kitchen&bath  hardwood  floors 
wash  mac  sunporch  park  avail  275. mo 
incl  util  Alan(d)437-4895(n)361-7155.(29) 

LF24  looking  for  responsible  tolerant 
nonsmker  w  good  sense  of  humor  to 
share  beautiful  spacious  5rm  Somer¬ 
ville  apt.  Hd  wd  firs  fire  pi  quiet  safe  pk- 
ing  v  convien  to  Davis  Sq  T  275+  utls 
623-5456  eves  till  11. _ (28) 

Room  for  rent  in  2  bed  apt.  Pond  side 
Jamaica  Plain,  with  34  yr  GM.  275/mo 
util  inc'd  Available  2/1.  522-6703  am. 
_ _ _ J28) 

CAMBRIDGE  —  JANUARY 

LF  32  seeks  quiet  non-smoking  25  +  LF 
to  share  sunny  spacious  2BR  apt. 
$213.50  each  (incl  ht)  +  util.  Have  2 
cats  prefer  no  more  pets  but  will 
discuss.  Call:  491-2517  eves.  (28) 


ROOMEZE 

•LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


INMAN  SQUARE 

Feminist  faggot  seeks  responsible, 
pacifistic  person  to  share  the  work  and 
the  reward  of  converting  small 
dilapidated  apartment  into  a  home. 
Please  call  David  at  628-0016  or 
923-0082  anytime. _ (28) 

F  seeks  F  to  share  2b  apt  in  East 
Somerville  near  subway  on  quiet  st. 
Non-smoker,  no  pets.  $225+  heat, 
utilities.  628-1038  (evenings  best).  (28) 

HOUSEMATES _ 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOPERATIVE 
Co-operative  household  of  7  seeks 
friendly  resp  roommate.  Mixed  ages, 
sexes,  sexualities.  We're  feminist, 
mostly  veg.  $125  +  util  +  sec.  354-7885. 
_ (28) 

NEWTON  CORNER 

GM  1  br  +  den  share  full  kit  and  bath 
Newton  Cor  nr  MBTA  references  $325 
incl  all  and  cable  TV  332-6832. _ (28) 

FRIENDLY  S  END  HOUSEHOLD 

LF  F  or  GM  wanted  to  share  Ig  friendly 
S.  End  coop  house.  Lots  of  common 
space.  No  more  pets,  non-veg.  $182.50 
+  utils.  Feb.  1  Call  247-0757.  (28) 

2  LF's  seek  1  LF  33+  inter  in  sprtl  and 
pers  growth  for  suprtve  4  bdrm  house 
BRKLINE  nr  T.  No  cigs/min  ale.  Rent 
226  +  util.  Call  232-9089. _ (28) 
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FURNISHED  ROOMS 


2LF  seek  one  of  the  same  20  +  to  share 
Ige  5Vj  room  apt  in  Salem  MA.  200  + 
utils.  No  drugs.  Must  be  honest, 
responsible.  Call  Sue  (617)744-2169.  (28) 

Lesbian  roommate  needed  for  3  bdrm 
apt  142/mo  heat  included.  Great  loca¬ 
tion.  Independent  household  in 
C'bridge.  Call  Jade  354-7457  (e), 
770-0226  (d).  _ (c) 

Pro  L  30  seeking  same  27+  for  sunny 
2bdrm  apt  Somerville  for  Feb  1  Lkng  for 
responsible  person  friendly  +  indep  liv¬ 
ing  smokers  ok  no  pets  or  drugs  please 
$237.50  +  util  lease  Call  Debbie 

364-8660  >»ave  message. _ (29) 


APARTMENTS 


ANDOVER  APARTMENT 
Sunny  spacious  charming  1  bedroom 
condo.  Modern  kitchen  bath.  Heat  and 
hot  water  incl  laundry  facilities  parking. 
No  pets  635.00/month  470-1543.  (28) 

Bri—  Comm  &  Hvd  Aves  on  T—  Furn 
rms  from  75/wk  some  w/priv  bath.  2  mos 
min  stay  w/4wks  up  front.  Job  &  prior 
landlord  refs  reqd.  277-6622. _ (28) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

GCNER  NEEDS  APT 

New  news  ed  needs  to  move.  If  you 
know  of  any  2  bdrm  apts  in  the  Somer¬ 
ville/Cambridge  area  please  contact 
Stephanie  at  426-4469.  (c) 

Reward  for  2  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge, 
Boston  or  J.P.  MA.  Rent  $500.  Near  T, 
shops.  By  3/1.  Call  354-7457  Debby  (1 
LF  student,  1  LF  worker). _ (30) 


FOR  RENT 


GETAWAY  IN  MAINE 

Private  peaceful  contemporary  w/vu 
fireplace  2  hrs  from  Boston  skiing 
ocean  close  sleeps  1-11  Rent  by  wk  or 
week-end.  354-5981  ■ 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent.  $80  wkly.  2 
weeks  security.  Call  723-5780 _ (37) 

OFFICE  SPACE 

HARVARD  SQ.  SPACE 

DOB  has  daytime  office  space  avail 
now  Wed  Fri  Sat  therapist,  human  ser¬ 
vices,  advocacy  $125.  mo.  Call  Lois 
Johnson  days  742-5235. _ (29) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

25%  of  LUX  3bdrm,  contemp  home  in 
Ptown.  Fully  furn.  gourmet  kitchen, 
sundks,  all  amenities.  Spectac  360° 
view  of  ocean  &  bay.  3  bdrm  unit  rnted 
July  &  Aug  for  income  and  tax  credits. 
Addit  1  bdrm  unit  for  owners.  For  price 
&  details,  call  Don  or  Dennis,  353-0225, 
Iv.  message. _ 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES  UNION  OF 
MASS  SEEKS  SECRETARY 

CLUM  seeks  legal  secretary  with 
organizational  skills  and  a  commitment 
to  civil  liberties  for  full-time  position. 
Experience  with  word  processing 
desirable.  $15,500  plus  health  in¬ 
surance.  Call  or  send  resume  to  CLUM, 
47  Winter  St.  Boston,  MA  02108, 
(617)482-3170. _ (28) 

Red  Sun  Press,  a  collectively  run,  high 
quality,  movement  print  shop  is  Ikg  for 
a  press  operator  and  a  stripper,  with  at 
least  2  yrs  exp.  Must  have  commitment 
to  anti-capitalist  politics.  Call  Red  Sun 
Press,  524-6822. _ (x23) 

GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 
Gay  Community  News  sks  Marketing 
Director/Classified  Ad  Mgr  and  Design 
Director.  MD/CAM:  Increase  sub  sales 
using  direct  mail  marketing,  disp  + 
class  ads  in  other  pubs.,  and  renewal 
campaigns.  Prepare  for  typeset.,  lay 
out  weekly  classifieds,  perform  related 
bkkping,  billing  duties.  Requires  strong 
admin.,  creative,  org.  skills.  DD:  Estab. 
overall  design  of  paper,  oversee  pro¬ 
duction  night.  Design  or  assign  front 
cover,  centerspread,  bk  supplement 
graphics.  Requires  strong  graphic’ 
design/art  skills.  Famil  w/type  specs  + 
design/layout  exp  prefered.  Both  pos 
require  commitment  to  gay/lesbian 
liberation,  feminism,  anti-racist 
politics,  and  collective  decision¬ 
making.  Salary  $7800  and  pd  health/life 
ins,  3  wks’  pd  vacation,  unlimited  sick 
leave.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to 
Gordon  Gottlieb,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
#5,  Boston,  MA  02111  by  Feb  1.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  of  color  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. 


“STAFF  ACCOUNTANT*  * 
Growing  Central  VT  CPA  seeks  Jr 
Accountant.  Candidates  should 
have  2-4  years  experience  in  taxes, 
services  to  small  business,  and 
public  sector  audits.  CPA  candidate 
preferred.  Compensation  includes 
incentive  bonus  plan.  Please  send 
resume  and  salary  history  to: 

Staff  Accountant 
Box  235 

Woodstock  VT  05091 

Applications  accepted 
until  Feb  15,  1985 


RESORTS 


SOCIAL  CHANGE  JOBS 

COMMUNITY  JOBS,  a  nonprofit 
newspaper,  lists  progressive  jobs  and 
internships  nationwide  that  you  can 
believe  in!  Jobs  in  women's  rights, 
community  organizing,  the  environ¬ 
ment  peace  and  more.  Current  listing 
$3.00.  Community  Jobs,  Box  221,  1520 
16th  Street  NW,  Washington,  DC, 

20036. _ (?) 

DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  seeks 
Development  Director  to  handle  major 
donors,  organize  special  fundraising 
events,  develop  innovative  fundraising 
deas.  Send  resume  to:  GRNL  PO  Box 
1892,  Washington,  D.C.  20013.  (28) 

Wanted:  a  male  or  female  to  work  for  a 
handicapped  32  yrs  man.  To  do  light 
housework  (cooking,  cleaning,  “shav¬ 
ing,"  dish  &  clothes  washing).  “Must" 
live  in  Brighton.  Allston,  or  Brookline. 
Pay:  $5. 30/hr,  2  or  3  hrs/night.  5-7  or  5-8 
Mon-Fri.  787-2299,  call  between  2-9pm. 
let  phone  ring  awhile. _ (28) 

BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 

SOUND  ENGINEER  WANTED 

Woman  Sound,  Inc.  wants  engineer  to 
run  well  established  small  sound  co. 
and  become  principal  in  business. 
(202)265-9000  #1932  Wash.  DC  20013. 
_ (31) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont 
brkft  (401)849-7645 _ (13/1) 

VISIT  A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 

In  the  heart  of  New  Hampshire's  White 
Mountains,  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN  has 
miles  of  x-country  ski  trails,  ice  skating, 
snowshoeing.  Downhill  skiing  and 
sleigh  rides  nearby.  Lovely  rooms, 
private  baths.  GREAT  MID-WEEK  DIS¬ 
COUNTS!  Grace  &  Judi,  Innkeepers. 
Box  118G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574, 
(603)869-3978. _ (33) 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK  ER  INN 

Dbl  rms.  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  St.  P'town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 

GABRIEL'S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ 

accommodations 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. _ a_ 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

Provincetown  —  Jamaica  Plain  Real 
Estate,  your  Boston  Broker  for  Pro¬ 
vincetown.  Summer  rentals  by  the  week 
or  by  the  night.  Call  Sue  at  524-5464.(42) 


SERVICES 


COUSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (35) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt. 


INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Support  group  for  women.  Margrit 
Romang,  MA,  CET.  646-7395. _ (c) 


OtM 
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TO  All  those  who  in  AND  OUT  Ol, 

PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
[Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an i 
Anarchist). 

imHNHiiiiiNimiNwimiuiiiimi 


Woman  of  color  seeks 
correspondence  from  “free* 1  women 
or  women  prisoners.  I  like  music, 
dancing,  serious  relationships. 
Welcome  all  letters  from  fellow 
women.  Velda  JONES,  Box  500-45466, 
Canon  City  CO  81212. 


Hi,  I  am  gay  and  am  looking  for  a  nicej 
lady,  young  or  elderly,  to  write.  My, 
hobbies  are  football,  basketball, 
tennis,  running  track  and  volleyball. 
I'm  in  for  robbery  and  have  3  yrs  to  go. 

I  also  have  a  son  4  yrs  old.  Stephanie 
GREEN,  W-20900.  Harr  A660.  Frontera 
CA  91720. 


I  am  looking  for  a  black  or  white  gay 
■female  to  write  to,  prisoner  or  free 
world.  I’m  29,  black,  active,  like 
animals,  roller  skating  and  shooting 
pool.  I  also  like  very  freaky  women.  If 
interested  write  June  NATHAN, 
17497,  PO  Box  209,  Orient  OH  43 146. 


sn 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER] 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  | 
are  donated  and  when  money  for] 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  I 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by  I 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor  I 
power  we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to  j 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks),  I 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian! 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167 Tremont] 
St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston.  MA  02111.  Thanks'] 

svij'-r 

I  was  lying  on  my  bed  in  my  cell  and 
alls  I  could  feel  was  the  wind  and  it 
made  me  write  a  very  short  poem. 
Well,  here  it  is: 

I  feel  the  wind  blow  against  my  skin, 
It's  a  very  cold  feeling  that  comes 
Through  the  bars  and  under  the  door. 
There’s  no  way  out, but  the  wind  escapes. 

If  only  I  could  become  the  wind, 

I'd  find  my  freedom  once  again. 

This  is  my  first  poem  I  ever  wrote.  I 
guess  once  you’re  in  prison,  times 
change  along  with  your  feelings. 
Could  you  please  put  my  name  in 
your  penpal  ads. Gena  SPERO.Box  99, 
Framingham,  MA  01701. 


1 

I’m  studying  to  be  a  lawyer.  Looking 
for  sincere  TV-TS  or  another  gay  male 
who  is  sincere  and  easy  going.  Must 
be  openminded  sexually.  I’m  not 
looking  for  money,  just  for  a  real 
person.  Greg  ZATLER,  A-065486,  Rt  2 
Box  1 3-A,MB-407,lmmokalee  FL  33934, 

I  am  a  25  year  old  transsexual.  My 
race  is  Black.  I  would  l|ke 
correspondence  with  someone  that  is 
understanding  and  has  time  to 
correspond.  Kim  CHOW,  C69380,  Box 
2000  L-105,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 

Looking  for  someone  I  can  start  again 
with.  I  am  very  willing  to  pull  my  own 
weight.  Paul  MATULICH,  537-72-8271, 
Drawer  A.  Ft  Leavenworth,  KS  66027. 
Lonely  Gemini  in  prison.  It’s  badH 

enough  being  gay  in  prison,  but  to  • 
have  no  one  on  the  outside  to  write 
you  or  help  you  in  any  way  makes  it 
even  lonelier.  I  am  open  minded  and 
would  love  to  correspond  with 
someone  sensitive  and  kind-hearted. 
Kirby  YOUNG,  EF-149693-DD.  7175 
Manor  Rd,  Columbus  GA  31907. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


H HAT  ARTISTS  AND  PRISONERS 
HA  I  E  IN  COMMON  IS  THAT  BOTH 
KNOB  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE 
EREE.  James  Baldwin 


□ 


r 


GCNs  Prisoner  Project  needs  to  hear 
about  abuses  of  the  penpal  space, 
both  by  insiders  and  outsiders. 
Please  drop  us  a  line  and  keep  us  up 
|  to  date  on  what's  working  and  what’s 
not.  Thanks.  „„ 


Here  in  Texas  doing  this  BOGUS  life 
sentence,  wishing  to  correspond  with 
other  gays  in  confinement  or  in  the 
“free  world”.  I  am  a  well-versed  writ- 
writer  wishing  to  hear  from 
individuals  who  are  involved  in  civil 
rights  reform,  gay  rights,  and  in 
general  persons  that  are  concerned 
for  one  who  is  struggling  to  regain  his 
freedom.  Chester  Vinton  HAAS, 
327322A,  Rt  6,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. _ . 

Looking  for  long  lasting  intimate 
relationship.  Interests  include 
photography  and  personal 
development.  TVs  and  TSs  welcome. 
Photo  and  descriptive  letter  if 
possible.  Anthony  MIUSEK,  168577. 
Box  57,  Marion  OH  43302. _ 

I'm  writing  this  to  anyone  looking  for 
a  friend  or  a  lover.  I’m  just  a  very 
lonely  person.  Mark  HUNN,  12959,  PO 
Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

Interested  in  finding  a  life  mate  to 
please  and  be  with  on  my  release. 
Reading,  writing,  long  walks,  music, 
art.  Are  you  out  there?  Roger  PAULK, 
033605,  Box  158-115,  Lowell  FL  32663. 
It’s  pretty  dull  here  and  I’m  on  hard 
luck.  Would  like  to  write  and  meet 
gays  from  all  over.  I’m  22,  gay  and 
fancy  free.  Maurice  ’’Tini"  JOHNSON, 
38796,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
.65102. 


My  friend  Keith  got  me  a  sub  to  your” 
paper  for  my  Christmas  present.  My 
best  gift  ever.  I  wish  I  could  donate 
some  funds  to  you  but  I  have  trouble 
keeping  up  on  my  hygiene  supplies. 
I'm  here  for  a  non-violent  burglary 
(fishing  poles,  tools  and  a  3-wheeler) 
but  the  judge  had  a  burr  up  his  ass. 
I’m  still  trying  to  get  some  legal  help 
to  change  this  ridiculous  sentence. 
Can  anyone  out  there  help  out?  Brady 
TROUT,  169-120,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

Gay  male  brother  incarcerated  here 
and  would  love  to  correspond  with 
other  gays  in  any  walk  of  life.  I  enjoy 
writing,  music,  dancing  and  enjoying 
life.  Maurice  JOHNSON,  38796,  Bos 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

I  have  mailed  out  your  coffee  cup  that 
I  made  for  you  and  hope  that  you 
enjoy  it  [Pris.Proj.Note:  THANKS, 
DWAIN,  ITS  BEAUTIFUL!!].  I  would 
like  to  put  one  last  ad  in  the  paper.  I’m 
looking  for  a  penpal  in  Oregon,  where 
I'm  hoping  to  parole  in  March  of  86.  In 
gay  love,  Dwain  RASMUSSEN, 
C-55880,  PO  Box  2000-P-223, 
Vacaville  CA  95696. 


Ui 


I  love  to  paint  landscapes,  suck  dicks, 
and  fish.  Would  like  to  hear  from  TVs 
TSs  and  other  gays.  Write  soon, 
honey!  Tommy  BLANKENSHIP, 

48491 -2A3,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 

Moundsville  WV  26041. _ 

I'm  27  with  8"  of  throbbing  hard  flesh, 
big  bull  balls,  just  full  of  sweet 
creamy  love  to  fill  your  mouth  full.  If 
you  want  this  throbbing  blood-filled 
flesh  in  you,  and  a  mouth  full  of  love 
nectar,  write  me  and  we’ll  try  to  work 
something  up.  Kenny  MURPHY, 
49046-4M3,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 

Moundsville  WV  26041. 

I  enjoy  receiving  your  paper.  Please 
run  an  ad  for  me.  I  have  waist  length 
blond  hair,  and  I  do  it  all!  If  you’re 
man  enough  to  write  me,  the  bigger 
the  better.  Enclose  SASE  and  flicks 
get  first  reply.  Johnny  May  SAARI, 
173834,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd, 

Muskegon  Ml  49442. _ 

,  Ex-male  stripper,  poet,  and  writer.  I 
am  also  an  accomplished  magician. 
Would  like  to  share  some  of  my  wild 
sex  experiences  with  someone. 
People  say  I  have  a  certain  “flair"  for 
it.  Thomas  (Bobby)  WINSTON,  PO 
Box  746,  Troy  NC  27371. 

New  to  the  gay/by  lifestyle.  Scorpio. 
Looking  for  someone  to  write 
Bradley  JACKSON,  EF-138425,  7175 
Manor  Rd.  Columbus  GA  31907. 


IPlease  send  me  a  copy  of  my  own  of 
Ithat  article  you  did  by  the  3  prisoners 
Iwho  are  in  a  gay  support  group  in 
Iprison.  Also  I  would  appreciate  an  ad  | 
] if  possible.  I  like  sailing,  music,  cars, 
land  partying,  but  most  of  all  a  loving  I 
[relationship  is  my  goal.  Gregg 
|LEVENDOSKI,  091911,  PO  Box  628,  | 
Lake  Butler  FL  32054.  _ 

jl  am  looking  for  someone  to  write.  l| 

jam  not  out  to  run  a  con  game.  I  would| 
(just  like  to  share  my  feeling  with] 
|  someone  out  in  the  free  world.  Thank] 
you  for  taking  the  time.  Robert| 
KINCHEN,  875353-19-C,  PO  Box  221  ] 
|  Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

1 1  would  like  to  correspond  with  gays] 

| along  the  east  coast.  I  enjoy  sports,! 
jdancing,  sex,  reading,  writing  and 
Imeeting  people.  Horace  JOLLY  1 
1035141  (70-210),  PO  Box  221,  Raiford] 

1 FL32083. _ _ 

1  Ex-hairdresser  and  part-time  model., 
|  Hobbies  are  boating,  swimming,] 
|  fishing,  camping.  Please  write  and  if] 
you  can  enclose  SASE.  It  will  help  me| 
I  reply  to  your  letter  the  day  I  receive  it| 

■  (instead  of  waiting  until  next  stamp] 
Iration  day).  Kenneth  BASS,  165-377  f 
[Box  4571,  Lima  OH  45802. 

■  Seeking  someone  who  wants  a  horny] 
■cowboy  to  correspond  with.  Interests] 
| are  horses,  running,  sports,  movies,] 

■  music,  sex  and  enjoying  life  to  the] 

■  fullest.  Michael  BLAIR,  741966-F-20, 

■  Box  221,  Raiford  FL  32083, 

|22.  would  like  to  hear  from  other  GMs| 
lfor  correspondence  and  possible] 

■  relationship  when  released  in  86  | 

■  Michael  EINIS,  Box  500,  Olustee  FL 
■32072. 

Incarcerated,  attractive,  looking  for  a| 

I  friend  to  correspond  with.  Matt| 
RUTHERFORD,  171-440,  Box  57  | 
Marion  OH  43302.  Jl 
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January  26 
to 

February  10 

26  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Sojourner  benefit  at  the  Mar¬ 
quee,  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq.,  sponsored 
by  Something  About  the  Women  radio  show. 
8PM  to  closing.  Info:  661-3567. 

Cambridge  —  Radical  America  journal 
celebrates  its  18th  birthday  with  a  Counter- 
Inaugural  Ball:  595  Mass.  Ave.,  3rd  Floor, 
Central  Square.  9PM-??  $5  in  advance,  $6 
at  door.  Info:  628-6585. 

Arlington  —  Women  in  Music  Festival  with 
Odetta,  Lui  Collins,  Cindy  Mangsen,  Cindy 
Kallet,  Gail  Rundlett;  Arlington  Town  Hall, 
730  Mass  Ave.  6:00PM  &  9:45PM.  $9.50  in 
advance,  $10.50  day  of  show.  Info: 
641-1010. 

Cambridge  —  Robert  Ashley’s  Atalanta ,  a 
Video  Opera;  Kresge  Aud.,  MIT.  8PM.  $7  in 
advance  at  Dean  of  Students  Office,  the 
Museum  School  and  Lobby  10  at  MIT.  Info: 
The  Basement,  574-9200. 

27  Sunday 

Farmington,  CT  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club  Farm¬ 
ington  Museum  Tour  &  Skating  Party.  Meet 
at  2PM  at  Hillstead  Museum,  12  miles  west 
of  Hartford.  Info:  734-4066. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  JP  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neigh¬ 
bors  potluck  dinner,  bring  food  and  non¬ 
alcoholic  drink;  First  Church  Hall,  Eliot  & 
Centre  Sts.  4PM-7PM.  Info:  522-3894  or 
524-7044. 

Watertown  —  GLOW,  Gays  &  Lesbians  of 
Watertown,  potluck  dinner  and  meeting. 
6PM.  Info:  926-5371  or  923-2065  evenings 
before  9PM. 

Boston  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  15th  Birthday 
Bash;  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
6PM.  Free.  Info:  661-3633.  Snow;  Feb.  3. 

Holliston  —  Tri-County  Association  Steering 
Committee  at  Cliff  &  Dave’s.  Al  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  429-6593. 

Cambridge  —  An  Open  Sing  for  Women’s 
Voices  sponsored  by  Libana;  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  2-5PM. 
$4.  Info:  864-6912. 


28  monday 

Boston  —  Lesbians  and  Other  Women  in 
Health  Care,  a  lecture  sponsored  by 
Women’s  Health  Task  Force,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Free  admission, 
7-9PM,  100  Norway  St.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Info:  267-7573. 

29  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Fat  Liberation,  a  drop- 
in  discussion  group;  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-8PM  introduc¬ 
tory,  8-9PM  regular  group.  For  lesbians  over 
200  lbs.  Info:  524-5462. 

30  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Four  women  poets:  Barbara 
Jordan,  Jane  Barnes,  Claudia  Buckholtz 
and  Franny  Howe.  Boston  Visual  Artists 
Union,  77  North  Washington  St.,  8PM.  $3. 
Info:227-3076. 

Cambridge  —  Sathima  Bea  Benjamin  in  con¬ 
cert  with  The  Semenya  McCord  Quartet; 

Saunders  Theater,  Harvard  University. 
8PM.  $8  in  advance/$10  day  of  show. 
Tickets  available  at  Bodyworks  Gym,  and 
elsewhere.  Info:  492-8436. 

Cambridge  —  Visual  and  Performing  Artists 

Brigades  to  Nicaragua,  leaving  in  May  & 
August.  Informational  meeting;  Cambridge 
Institute  of  Arts  &  Sciences,  21  Notre  Dame 
St.  7PM.  Info:  738-9719. 


31  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow's  news  today. 

Portland,  Maine  —  Planning  meeting  for 
Maine's  first  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Celebration; 
92  Bedford  St.  6:30PM.  Info:  Gay  People's 
Alliance,  Univ.  of  Southern  Maine,  92  Bed¬ 
ford  St.,  Portland,  ME  04103. 

february  1  friday 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  ‘T’ 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Cambridge  —  Interfaith  Worship  Service 

sponsored  by  Friends  for  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Concerns  (Quakers);  5  Longfellow  Park. 
7:30PM.  Info:  354-3781. 

Boston  —  Susan  Abod  and  Janet  Hood 
cabaret  at  Greystone’s,  8  Kingston  St., 
9PM.  $3  admission.  Info:  574-9429. 
Burlington,  VT  —  AIDS:  A  Vermont  Problem 
Too,  a  symposium  sponsored  by  Vermonters 
for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights;  Red  Cross  Build¬ 
ing.  On  Saturday  the  all-day  symposium  will 
be  held  at  Carpenter  Hall,  Rowell  Building, 
UVM.  Info:  Brian  Gallagher,  (802)  862-8563 
(h),  or  write:  288  Main  St.,  #A1,  Burlington, 
VT  05401 . 


2  Saturday 

Boston  —  Casselbury  and  Dupree  in  concert 
at  Mass  College  of  Art,  8PM.  Tickets  $7.50. 
Info:  547-1378. 

Pittsfield  —  Alix  Dobkin  in  concert.  8PM, 
Pittsfield  Girls  Club  auditorium,  165  East 
St.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  the  door.  Signed 
and  accessible.  Info:  (413)  447-9776. 
Northampton  —  Lesbian/Gay  Disco  to 
benefit  Nicaraguan  Harvest  Brigades.  9PM- 
1AM,  at  the  Red  Barn  at  Hampshire  Col¬ 
lege.  Alcohol-free,  partially  accessible. 
$3-$5.  Info:  (413)  586-9340. 

3  Sunday 

Southern  New  Hampshire  —  Hiking/Cross¬ 
country  skiing  with  the  Chiltern  Mountain 
Club.  Info:  Bob,  282-9192. 

Andover  —  Les  Ballets  Trockadero  De  Monte 
Carlo  in  performance;  an  all-male  troupe 
presenting  parodies  of  classical  ballet.  J. 
Everett  Collins  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts.  $12  &  $14.  Info:  470-1905. 


Cambridge  —  She’s  Nobody's  Baby  and 
Choosing  Children,  Radcliffe’s  Women  Fac¬ 
ing  Challenges  film  series;  Science  Center 
B,  Harvard  Univ.  3PM.  $2.  Info:  495-8140. 


4  monday 

Boston  —  Consenting  Adult,  the  made-for- 
television  movie  about  coming  out;  ABC-TV 
at  9PM.  Stars  Mario  Thomas,  Martin  Sheen 
&  Barry  Tubb. 


6  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Entrapment  Monitoring  Group 

with  guest  Ann  Maguire,  to  discuss  police 
harassment  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
7:30PM,  600  Washington  St.,  Suite  219. 
Info:  Stewart  Landers,  547-0295. 


7  thursday 

Haverhill  —  (GALLYNS)  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Liberated  Youth  of  the  North  Shore  rap  group, 
open  to  14-22  year-olds.  Info:  Larry 
373-7618,  or  PO  Box  1803,  Haverhill,  MA 
01830. 


8  friday 

Boston  —  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force 

potluck  dinner.  Newcomers  welcome. 
7PM.  Info:  661-6015. 

Boston  —  Comedy  improvisation  by  Guilty 
Children  to  benefit  Oxfam  Ethiopia  Relief 
Fund.  8PM,  Boston  Shakespeare  Co. 
Stage,'  52  St.  Botolph  St.  $12.50.  Info: 
576-1917. 


9  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Tropical  get-away  cruise 
dance  sponsored  by  Amethyst  Women. 
9PM-1AM,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central 
Sq.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free.  Childcare  pro¬ 
vided.  $4,  more  or  less. 

Boston  —  Love  and  Intimacy  in  the  AIDS 
Years:  a  safe  sex  forum  sponsored  by  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  1-4:30PM,  Boston 
High  School  auditoriun,  123  Arlington  St. 
Free.  Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Info:  AIDS  Action  Line,  536-7733. 


10  Sunday 

Boston  —  Liturgy  in  Celebration  of  Women 

sponsored  by  Dignity  (lesbian  and  gay 
Catholics).  Arlington  Street  Church  base¬ 
ment,  corner  of  Arlington  and  Boylston. 
5:30PM.  Everyone  welcome. 

Boston  —  Black  Women,  Black  Men 
Together:  Our  Struggle  Continues;  a  Black 
Men’s  Asociation  forum.  558  Mass.  Ave. 
5PM.  $2.  info:  353-0719  or  782-0408. 


Notes 

City  men,  a  romantic  comedy  by 
Philip  Blackwell  and  Laurence 
Senelick.  Directed  by  Michael  Bavar. 
Produced  in  conjunction  with  the  Gay 
Men's  Health  Crisis  and  the  AIDS 
Resource  Center.  December  30,  1984- 
January  13,  1985.  Actors  Outlet,  120 
W.  28th  St.,  New  York  City. 

City  Men  is  a  gay  male  version  of 
Clare  Booth  Luce’s  1936  Broadway  hit 
The  Women  and  its  1939  film  version 
with  Rosalind  Russell,  Joan  Crawford 
and  Norma  Shearer.  Luce  follows  the 
intertwined  lives  of  several  Park 
Avenue  women  through  intrigue,  quar¬ 
rel  and  divorce.  The  gimmick:  their  men 
are  never  seen.  City  Men  retains  the  rit¬ 
zy  ambience,  the  plot  and  most  of  the 
character  types;  the  sequence  of 
scenes  is  nearly  identical. 

The  wittiest  feature  of  City  Men  is  its 
choice  of  gay  “equivalents":  Little 
Mary  (Shearer’s  daughter)  and  the 
maid  Jane  become  one  new  character, 
the  Cuban  houseboy  Emiliano;  the 
beauty  salon  becomes  a  gay  health 
clinic,  and  the  Reno  hotel  room  (where 
the  divorcing  wives  gather)  a  hustler 
bar.  The  authors  take  advantage  of  the 
gay  milieu,  where  each  character  is  a 
potential  sex  partner  for  any  other,  to 
develop  new  comic  possibilities. 
There’s  a  fair  amount  of  sharp  observa¬ 
tion  and  some  good  jokes. 

There  are  also  some  problems.  The 
theatrical  tension  of  The  Women 
hinged  on  the  disparity  in  social  power 
between  the  women  we  saw  and  the 
men  we  didn’t.  In  City  Men,  the  gay 
men  offstage  are  no  different  from 
those  onstage.  For  all  the  cleverness 
of  the  transposition,  the  gimmick  has 
lost  much  of  its  punch  and  seems  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  limiting. 

City  Men  is  pretty  much  the  same 
kind  of  sentimental  comedy  spiced 
with  wisecracks  as  The  Women,  a 
disappointingly  familiar  genre.  It’s  true 
that  The  Women’s  most  enduring  com¬ 
ponent  is  its  gossipy,  catty  repartee, 
and  that  it’s  only  a  few  baby  steps  from 
there  to  bitchiness,  that  mainstay  of 
gay  theater.  But  that’s  precisely  the 
trouble:  we’ve  seen  too  many  gay  plays 
in  which  the  basic  unit  of  communica¬ 
tion  is  the  put-down.  (At  least  I  have.) 

No  complaints  about  the  production. 
Simple  but  properly  chic  sets  (Paul 
Malec,  Scenic  Consultant)  and  ex¬ 
cellent  lighting  (by  Chenault  Spence) 
lent  strong  support  to  Michael  Bavar’s 
smoothly  professional  direction.  In  a 
hard-working  cast  of  15  that  ranged  in 
experience  from  seasoned  pro  to 
novice,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  watch 
polished  veterans  Peter  Pagan  and 
Michael  Wager,  and  to  see  Dominic 
Cuskern  (in  the  thankless  Shearer  role) 
prove  that  sincerity  can  compensate 
for  inexperience.  I  also  particularly 
liked  Juan  Valentin  (Emiliano)  and 
Bruce  Marc  Levine  (in  two  roles).  Loren¬ 
zo  Di  Palma  (Gym  Attendant)  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  first  actor  to  post  his  Man¬ 
date  cover- with  the  actor’s  photos  in 
the  theater  lobby;  it  was  nice  to  see 
that  he  can  handle  lines  with  as  much 
ease  as  barbells  (well,  almost). 

All  proceeds  from  City  Men  went  to 
fund  a  shelter  for  people  with  AIDS. 
The  producers  chose  their"  fundraising 
vehicle  shrewdly  and  promoted  it  well: 
the  play  sold  out  itsentire  run  of  16  per¬ 
formances  and  raised  $11,000. 

Congratulations  to  all  those  who 
donated  their  talents  to  make  City  Men 
a  success  in  helping  fill  an  urgent 
need.  I  hope  this  production  will  in¬ 
spire  others  to  do  likewise.  And  I  hope 
Blackwell  and  Senelick  will  pursue 
their  ambition  to  become,  in  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  words,  “the  new  Kaufman  and 
Hart.”  Next  time,  perhaps,  they’ll  trust 
their  own  gifts  and  indulge  in  a  little 
less  Luce-thinking. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


How  many  gay  and  lesbian  periodicals  do  they  have  on  their 
shelves?  Not  so  many?  We  need  your  help  to  change  that.  Help  us  get 
your  library  to  subscribe  to  GCN.  Library  subscriptions  are  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  GCN  and  to  a  library’s  patrons.  They  allow  us  to  reach  many, 
many  people  who  would  otherwise  never  get  a  chance  to  read  a  gay/les¬ 
bian  newspaper: 

•  People  who  wonder  if  they’re  gay  and  who  know  nothing 
about  gay /lesbian  life  and  community 

•  People  who  are  just  coming  out 

•  People  who  are  in  the  closet  or  who  live  in  isolation 

•  Kids  who  are  gay /lesbian 

•  People  who  can’t  afford  to  subscribe 

•  Interested  straight  folks  ^ 

Libraries  supply  GCN  with  an  essential  source  of  revenue.  Once  a 
library  begins  a  subscription,  it  tends  to  renew  every  year. 

Please  request  that  your  library  subscribe  to  GCN.  We’ll  send  a 
library  promotion  kit  to  help  you  talk  to  your  librarian. 

GCN  and  your  community  will  both  benefit  from  it. 


Yes,  I’ll  be  a  Library  Lion  and  help  convince  my  library  to  subscribe  to 
GCN  and  maybe  even  to  purchase  GCN  on  microfilm  as  well. 


Name 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Phone  ( 


) 


Name/Address  of  Library 


Send  to  GCN  Library  Lions ,  167  Tremont  Street ,  Boston,  MA  02111 


